Goals and Objectives of the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 5-8, 2006

Background:  The annual Emergency Management Higher Education Project Conferences bring together academics representing colleges and universities which (1) have a hazard, disaster, emergency management or homeland security program in place, (2) are investigating or developing a hazard, disaster, emergency management or homeland security program, or (3) FEMA is seeking to interest in developing such a program.

In addition, a small number of participants are FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project materials developers, and representatives of Emergency Management Higher Education stakeholder organizations (such as the International Association of Emergency Managers and the National Emergency Management Association).

There are 120 collegiate emergency management programs in the United States today, with approximately another 100 colleges and universities either investigating, proposing, or developing an emergency management program (degree, certificate, minor, concentration, track, focus area, specialization, and the like).  In addition there are about 60 colleges and universities we are aware of which have some sort of homeland security, homeland defense, terrorism, or terrorism-focused security studies program.  There are approximately another 60 with emergency management-related programs – mostly in the pubic health and medical sectors.

In 2005 a survey of colleges and universities with emergency management programs conducted by Dr. Henry Fischer of Millersville University of Pennsylvania, concluded that based on an extrapolation of the survey results on the number of students enrolled in these programs, that there were approximately 6,000 enrolled students, with a large number of other students taking isolated courses without enrolling in a program (e. g. declaring an Emergency Management Major).  Approximately 20 new collegiate emergency management programs have become operational since then.  In addition, a general trend in the majority of established programs is the growth of student enrollment semester after semester.  Undoubtedly more than 6,000 students are enrolled in emergency management college programs in 2006.

Based on Dr. Fischer’s survey it can be generalized that about 45% of enrolled emergency management students are traditional college students and that somewhat more than 55% are practitioners – with the greatest single block emergency services personnel, and the 2nd largest block comprised of emergency management personnel interested in professional development.

In June, 2005 approximately 200 people attended the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, the great majority being faculty and administrators associated with hazard, disaster, emergency management, and homeland security collegiate programs.  Every year there have been more participants than the year before.  Given this trend, the fact that there are more collegiate programs this year, the Hurricane Katrina experience, the focus on the theme of Catastrophe Readiness and Response, and the participation of the NORTHCOM Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium, we expect even a larger participant increase than experienced in the past.
On NORTHCOM:  In the Fall of 2005 at a Focus Group meeting on “Catastrophe Readiness and Response and the Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference,” the previous director of the NORTHCOM Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium, who was in attendance, proposed that NORTHCOM cancel its scheduled annual Spring East Coast Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium Symposium and come in with the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference given the interest of the member institutions in catastrophe readiness and response.  Approximately 75-125 people attend these Symposium meetings.  FEMA EMI management was consulted and the NORTHCOM offer accepted.

Purpose:  The primary purpose of the annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference is to encourage and support inter-school dialogue on a variety of issues and problems related to hazard, disaster, emergency management higher education, as well as to facilitate direct dialogue between the Emergency Management Higher Education Project and representatives of colleges and universities such as those noted above. 

A secondary purpose of the conference is to provide information to the faculty and administrators of emergency management collegiate programs which could be used in the development of new emergency management college courses and programs or in the modification of existing courses – akin to an “educate the educator” posture.

Given the catastrophic nature of Hurricane Katrina and the response, the 2006 Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference seeks to capitalize on interest in the event by focusing on unique aspects of catastrophe readiness and response, as opposed to disaster readiness and response.  The primary goal of this focus is the encouragement it will give to the development of collegiate courses on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, and the incorporation of catastrophe readiness and response topics within established courses.

