Jennifer Wilson, Ph.D. 

I am currently the Co-Director of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University. I am responsible for helping develop an emergency management degree program at the bachelors, masters and doctoral level. My responsibilities include but are not limited to research agenda, curriculum revision and development, and liaison with outside professional emergency management organizations in an attempt to integrate research and academic background with practical application and to ensure that the current trends in the applied field are translated into the academic program.
Previously, I was in senior management at the Florida Division of Emergency Management where I helped develop long-range program plans and budget justifications for the Division, coordinated with the Federal Emergency Management Agency on state programmatic grants and capability assessments, and contributed to many special projects of the Director including producing written testimony for the Florida Governor. As the Accreditation Manager, I was responsible for the state accreditation process as well as agency policy and strategic management and planning. In addition, she provided expertise and coordination to developing, new, and existing emergency management degree programs at Florida universities and colleges as the Higher Education Coordinator. 
I received my doctorate degree in Sociology from Florida International University. My areas of research interest include the professionalization of emergency management and social vulnerability to disasters. I have wide disaster research experience, i.e., Loma Prieta earthquake and Central Florida tornadoes, resulting in publications and presentations in national and international forums. I aspire to merge academic disaster research with emergency management practice to integrate the disciplines into a comprehensive profession. 

At the 2005 FEMA Higher Education Conference, I am interested in discussing the contributions of emergency management doctoral programs to disaster research; NDSU’s Disaster Resistant University mitigation planning grant/process; and three projects conducted for the Higher Education Project as support material for higher education courses.   
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