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A career in public service started with enlisting in the United States Marine Corps after high school graduation.  With a tour of duty with the 3rd Marine Division (Nam) and an honorable discharge, Allen enrolled at Ohio University, earning a bachelors degree (education – history/government).  He then attended Eastern Kentucky University, earning his masters degree (Criminal Justice – Police Administration). Thank God for the G.I. Bill and LEAP! Thirteen years later he enrolled at Ohio U again and earned his Ph.D. (Educational Leadership with an emphasis in public collective bargaining).
During his professional career Allen served as a deputy sheriff, chief deputy sheriff, state probation-parole officer, chief probation officer in a juvenile court, and was appointed twice to the position of United States Marshal, Southern District of Ohio (1977-1981 / 1994-2002).

After leaving the U.S. Marshals Service, Allen finished his career in public service as a city administrator, where his duties also included the responsibilities of deputy safety director and deputy services director (under Mayor).  After retirement from public service, Allen accepted an appointment as an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice, Tiffin University.  In this post Allen serves as the program director for the Master of Science, Criminal Justice, Homeland Security Administration degree.  He also is responsible for the Bachelor of Criminal Justice, Homeland Security degree program.
Allen’s interests include multi-jurisdictional operational response planning (policy and procedures); command and control; infrastructure planning for law enforcement and fire agency responses for engagements lasting longer than 72 hours;  communications planning; integration of forces (law enforcement) multi-jurisdictional response (table of organization – span of control); fusion center operations; and other relevant issues to responding to catastrophic events involving criminal intent. 

