Participant Profile for 
The UT Graduate Safety Program’s Concentration in Emergency Management
The University of Tennessee at Knoxville has provided a master’s degree in Safety since 1970. Since the inception of this program each master’s graduate was required to take at least one 3 credit hour course in Emergency Management to complete graduation requirements.

In 1999 a second concentration in Emergency Management was added to the existing Safety Management program for the M.S. in Safety.  The concentration in emergency management prepares a student to work effectively within the public/private partnership necessary to effectively prepare, plan, respond, and mitigate disasters in communities across the United States. Each student in addition to extensive class room instruction is provide with hands on opportunities to create or upgrade emergency management facility plans for both private businesses and nonprofit agencies.  This program is designed to allow those individuals who have gained technical skills and expertise through a combination of undergraduate education and job experience to move from the “technician level” to that of “manager” in the field of emergency management.  This academic program works closely with the UT Safety Center to insure that each graduate student is provided with challenging “service learning” opportunities as well as extensive class room instruction in areas related to organization and administration, research design and implementation, behavioral interventions, city and county organization, as well as the fundamentals of effective emergency management at the facility, local government, state and federal levels. 

Contact information:

Dr. Susan M. Smith

Associate Professor of Safety and Public Health

Graduate Safety Coordinator & Director of the UT Safety Center

1914 Andy Holt Avenue

Knoxville, TN 37996-2710
Phone: 865-974-1108

Email address : smsmith@utk.edu

Check out the Safety Program website at the University of Tennessee Home Page for more detailed information on this unique program offering all courses in 3 hour blocks during evening hours . Individual courses are offered at both the Knoxville and Oak Ridge Tennessee Campus locations.

Reason for attending the conference

As the graduate instructor for both an Introductory and Advanced Emergency Management Course as well as the coordinator for the Emergency Management Concentration within the M.S. in Safety at the University of Tennessee I am always looking for ways to integrate new instructional materials and share information with other graduate programs focused on emergency management. Also as a researcher within the fields of safety and emergency management I am also interested in the types of research  related to crisis and emergency management undertaken by other institutions of higher educations and the methods these institutions use to insure that their students are involved in this important area of applied research.

