WALTER W. HAYS

Walter_hays@msn.com
http://www.gadr.giees.uncc.edu
Dr. Walter W. Hays retired from public service after serving 27 years with the United States Geological Survey as Deputy Chief for Research Applications in the USGS’ Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program.  In cooperation with FEMA, NSF, NIST, and OFDA, he contributed to capacity building programs in every state and territory of the United States and international programs such as the International Decade on Natural Disaster Reduction.  
Since 2001, Dr, Hays has served as  the Executive Director of the Global Alliance for Disaster Reduction (GADR), a certified non-profit, international NGO that is headquartered at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  GADR has over 1,000 members from 75 counties who are actively engaged in education and training and all aspects of capacity building for sustainable development and disaster risk reduction on local, national, and regional scales throughout the world, but especially in developing countries in Sub-Sahara Africa, the Mediterranean region, and parts of Europe, Asia, the Pacific, and the Caribbean.  He received the 

United Nations 2004 Sasakawa Award Certificate of  Distinction for leadership and accomplishments in these programs.  In cooperation with seventy Supporting Organizations, GADR members are engaged voluntarily  in activities ranging from  the development and implementation of Global Blueprints for Education and Disaster Reduction during the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014),  to assisting, organizing, and convening international flagship conferences such as “Energy, Environment, and Disasters” in Charlotte, NC on 24-30 July 2005, “The Art of Safety” in Puerto Rico on 4-7 August 2005, and “Disaster Risk Reduction” in Davos, Switzerland on 27 August - 1 September 2006, to post-disaster studies such as the Bam, Iran earthquake disaster of 26 December 2003 and the Banda Aceh, Indonesia earthquake-tsunami  of 26 December 2004.
Participation in the DHS/FEMA Higher Education program provides a gateway for enhanced collaboration with many other professionals and increases benefit for the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.

