Conference Statement of Middlesex Community College, Lowell, MA

Middlesex Community College appreciates the opportunity to attend the EMI Higher Education Conference.  We have just launched our "Program On Homeland Security".  The program aims to provide practical, professional training and education in the areas of homeland security and emergency management to the First Responder community in eastern Massachusetts, with our focus being primarily Middlesex and Essex counties (which lie north and northeast of the City of Boston), having a combined population of approximately 2,000,000 people.

We are in the process of conceptualizing the program.  As part of this effort we are meeting with various "stakeholders" (fire - police - ems - schools, etc.) to determine whether a consensus exists as to what areas are most in need of training and education efforts, and what forms those efforts should take.  Our sense is that, for the first year or so, we should concentrate on short (one to three day) workshops on specific issues as identified by the various stakeholders.  Thereafter we will explore a Certificate program in homeland security/emergency management. 

In this  later phase we will expand the "target audience" to also include younger, more "traditional" college audiences who have an interest in studying homeland security and emergency management prior to beginning careers in the field.  

We are starting small, with one staff member having primary responsibility for organizing and setting up the program.  He is Terrence B. Downes, Esq.

 Terry served over twenty years as a magistrate in the Massachusetts court system, is a former Middlesex County Assistant D.A., and has served for seventeen years as an adjunct professor at Suffolk Univ. Law School in Boston, specializing in Alternative Dispute Resolution, and previously in Criminal Law.

At the conference, our hope is to listen and learn from others who are already in the field.  We are especially interested in thoughts and advice as to:


1)  how a brand new urban area community college program in homeland



security and emergency management might best go about structuring




itself;  


2)  what training and education areas are the most important (or most




overlooked), and;


3)   in learning practical approaches we can take to set up a program

that 

really helps the First Responder community be better prepared to

handle 


homeland security and emergency management issues. 

We extend our sincere thanks to the organizers of the Conference for the opportunity to attend, and to fellow participants for their thoughts and

advice.   

Terrence B. Downes, Esq.

Executive Director - Program On Homeland Security Middlesex Community College

33 Kearney Square, Lowell, MA 01852-1987

Phone: 978-656-3103

E-Mail: downest@middlesex.mass.edu

