Carol Cwiak holds a B.S.L., J.D., and is currently working on her Ph.D. in Emergency Management at NDSU (completion date, May 2006).  Ms. Cwiak teaches Emergency Management Law and Ethics at North Dakota State University (NDSU), a course she created for NDSU's emergency management program.  She is a board member of North Dakota InfraGard (an FBI sponsored organization that seeks to protect critical infrastructure and enhance homeland security efforts via private sector partnering) and a member of the Northern Plains Ethics Institute (NPEI) Critical Incident Think Tank.  

Ms. Cwiak is particularly interested in the areas of preparedness and mitigation via education.  In the past two years, she has completed an extensive emergency management demographic and attitudinal study; a state-funded grant on continuity templates for small and medium businesses; and the redesign, development and facilitation framework for a state-run exercise.  Her focus areas are: chaos theory, business continuity, public/private sector partnerships, community sustainability, practitioner’s educational needs, distance education opportunities, seamless integration between education and experience, and creating a new paradigm of sustainability.  At the conference, Ms. Cwiak is interested in discussing course development and coursework in the aforementioned focus areas as well as innovative research opportunities.

Ms. Cwiak will be presenting on bridging the emergency management practitioner and student divide.  She can be reached via email at madamgovnr@msn.com. 

