June 7-10, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Books:

June, 10, 2004 -- Received email from organizers of the 14th World Conference on Disaster Management (June 20-24, Toronto Canada) on books that will be available in "The CCEP Book Shop at WCDM."  The email provided a URL which takes one to a briefly annotated listing of emergency/disaster management books -- many of which appear to be practitioner oriented.  The URL is:  http://www.wcdm.org/wcdm_stor.html
I don't know how long the URL will stay-up, so recommend going there and printing off a copy.  There may well be one or more books listed that would be worth getting your hands on.

(2)  Emergency Management For Native Americans:
June 7, 2004 -- Received from Larry Carlson, United Tribes Technical College, ND, the final draft for a new session on "Emergency Management for Native Americans" that will be added to the existing EM HiEd Project course "A Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster" currently downloadable from the "Completed Courses" subsection of the "Free Courses" section of the EM HiEd Project web-site.  From the Session Scope statement:

This session stresses the significance of culture when working with Native Americans in an attempt to deal more successfully with disasters.   Such an understanding is an important aspect of any Social Vulnerability Analysis. In particular, the session stresses the importance of considering the traditional Native American view about the environment in light of modern scientific and technological advances, noting the positive contributions as well as limitations that such a view provides.  

In particular, the session asks what assumptions Native Americans have generally made in the past about nature, time, technology, people, and society.  The extent to which ancestral beliefs, based largely upon mythology and natural religion, have persisted into present times is a relevant issue for those wishing to take cultural assumptions into account when working with Native Americans.  Finally, the session offers practical steps towards the development of culturally sensitive emergency management strategies.

This session and its supporting Power Points have been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster" course, under the heading "Additional Social Vulnerability Course Material," where it should be accessible shortly.

(3)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004:

June 8-10, 2004 -- The EM HiEd Conference took place as planned -- attended by more than 180 participants -- went very well from my perspective and seemed to do so as well from the point of view of the participants.  The conference ended at noon today, and there will not be time with the little left today to say anything meaningful about the conference.  In addition, tomorrow will be a day of mourning for the death of President Reagan, so I will not be here to write anything about the conference.  Next week's activity report should contain a wrap-up or summary of the conference.
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