Sept. 29 – Oct. 3, 2003 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

1) Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
October 2, 2003 -- Received for review from co-lead course developer, David Brower, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Session 1, "Introduction," Session 2, The Natural Processes of the Coastal Environment," and Session 3, "Types of Coasts."  Provided preliminary review comments to David Brower and co-lead course developer Dr. Tim Beatley, University of Virginia.

(2) Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:

October 1, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 16, "Mass Fatality Management," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From the Scope statement:

"This session starts off by discussing the deaths that result from natural and other types of disasters.  The professor then discusses typical problems to be encountered in mass fatality incidents, as well as the methods to manage these challenges effectively.  The session concludes with a review of the nature and operations of Disaster Mortuary Teams (DMORTs)."

(3)  Earthquake Hazard Management -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
September 29, 2003 -- Received email from course developer, Dr. James R. Martin, II, Virginia Tech, noting that he is doing finishing touches to the course and anticipants being able to shortly get to us an entire course package to enter into the review process.

(4)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
September 30, 2003 -- Was notified by the Procurement Office that a contract to develop this course was let to a team led by Dr. John Pine of LSU.  Began communications with Dr. Pine concerning pulling together a group of participants for a two-day focus group meeting on this course development project -- hopefully this Fall, or as soon as we get an operational budget.

(5)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
September 30, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 12, "Identify the Risks:  Hazards" and provided review comments to lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University.  From the Scope statement:

Over the course of the next five sessions, the instructor will explain to the students the second step in the hazards risk management process; Risk Identification.  This step will include the following subsections: Hazards, Community and Environment, Scope Vulnerability, Risk Perceptions, and Risk Statements.  During this particular session, titled “Identify the Risks: Hazards”, the instructor will detail the methods by which municipal risk management teams can establish the specific hazards threatening the natural, built, and human components of their jurisdiction.  Included in this session will be several student interactions that will not only solicit the students’ knowledge and/or perceptions of hazards, but will allow them to perform an exercise that entails identifying the hazards that may affect the university they attend.

October 3, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 8, "Federal Requirements for Hazards Risk Management," and provided review comments to Greg Shaw.  From the Scope statement:

"This section will provide some background on the relatively recent development of Federal requirements for State and local government with respect to risk assessment or analysis for various hazards - natural, industrial and technological, and human-induced. Also discussed are approaches to hazards risk analysis.  Some of the issues involved in single-hazard and all-hazards planning influence how public practitioners approach and conduct hazards risk analysis. 

This session builds on the previous session, Legal Basis for Hazards Risk Analysis. Again the Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA) of 2000 is used as the basis for the discussion, since this recent legislation is the first to mandate that both State and local governments produce mitigation plans that include a risk assessment component."

This session was forwarded to the HiEd Project Assistant for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section, "Courses Under Development" subsection, where it should appear within about one week.

(6)  Holistic Disaster Recovery: Creating a More Sustainable Future -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
September 29, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 2 (dealing with disaster-related terminology) and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Gavin Smith.

(7)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation--Breaking the Disaster Life Cycle -- Graduate Course Development Project:
September 30, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Session 13, "Hazard Areas Definition and Risk Notification: Smart Growth and Hazard Mitigation."

October 1, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 12, "Preparing Local Hazard Mitigation Plans," by Dr. David Salvesen, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, and provided review comments to Dr. Godschalk.  From the Scope statement:

This session describes the making of a hazard mitigation plan.  The first part of the session describes briefly the key components of a hazard mitigation plan.  This is followed by a discussion of the importance of integrating the hazard mitigation plan with a community’s land use or comprehensive plan and a more detailed discussion of a hazards analysis and vulnerability assessment.  Finally, students will take part in an exercise that requires them to develop a strategy for the public participation component of a hazard mitigation plan for a fictitious community.  

Session 12 was forwarded for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- -- "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section, "Courses Under Development" subsection, where it should appear within about one week.

(8)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
September 29, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 20, "Organizational Responses to Disaster," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver.  From the Scope statement:

"This session introduces students to the basic principles of organizational response to disaster, coordination requirements and difficulties, and strategies for improvement of both coordination and response effectiveness."

October 1, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 21, "Crisis Decision Making," and provided review comments to Dr. Drabek.  From the Scope statement:

"In this session students are introduced to crisis decision making and the conditions that characterize it.  The functioning, staffing, and organization of emergency operations centers (EOCs) are reviewed as are common problems."

October 2, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 22, "Emergency Multiorganizational Networks," and provided review comments to Dr. Drabek.  From the Scope statement:

"This session introduces students to key strategies for enhancing interagency coordination and the concept of emergency multiorganizational networks.  Documented patterns among interagency coordination strategies, improvisation, emergency multiorganizational network structures and response effectiveness are reviewed.  The relevance to emergency management is explained."

October 3, 2003 -- Reviewed Sessions 23 and 24, "Case Study Presentations," and provided review comments to Dr. Drabek.  From the Scope statement:

"This session provides students with an opportunity to prepare and present an informational speech based on a disaster case study of their choice."

Forwarded all sessions to the HiEd Project Assistant for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section, "Courses Under Development" subsection, where they should appear within about one week.

