April 28- May 2 FEMA EM Public Hi Ed Activity Report

(1)  Arkansas Tech University, Emergency Administration and Management Program:
April 29, 2003 -- Received from Mary Ann Rollans, Dean of the School of Community Education and Professional Development, copies of the following course syllabi taught at ATU for incorporation into the Syllabi Compilation on the EM HiEd Project website:

Aim and Scope of Emergency Management

Community Management of Hazardous Materials

Crisis Management in Business and Industry

Developing Emergency Management Skills

Disaster and Emergency Management Ethics

Disaster Planning

Emergency Management Research Methods/Analysis

Incident Command and the EOC

Information Technology and Emergency Management

Internship and Externship

Living in a Hazardous Environment

Principles and Practice of Disaster Relief and Recovery

Principles and Practice of Disaster Response Operations and Management

Public Administration/Policy and Emergency Management

Public Information for Emergency Managers

Social Dimensions of Disaster

Special Topics:  Domestic Preparedness, Weapons of Mass Destruction

The Politics of Disaster

All were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project Website.

(2)  Casper Community College, WY -- New Emergency Management Certificate and Associate Degree:
April 28, 2003 -- Heard from Skip Gillum, Vice President for Academic Affairs, who notes that after a several year process -- dating back to late 2000 -- approval has recently been given to implement two emergency management programs -- an Emergency Management Certificate and an Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  Both program are operational in that the school was already teaching courses and granting credit for training courses.  Noted the possibility of sending someone to the June Conference, and I noted that we are close to capacity and encouraged a speedy decision.  This makes 99 collegiate emergency management programs.  For further information, Skip Gillum can be reached at:  sgillum@caspercollege.edu.

(3)  Email Address Change:

April 28, 2003 -- FEMA email addresses changed -- mine is now:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, Emmitsburg, MD:
(5)  George Washington University, Institute for Crisis, Emergency and Risk Management -- Graduate Program:
April 29, 2003 -- Received email from Senior Research Scientist, Greg Shaw, in response to my question on how the graduates from the GWU Crisis, Emergency and Risk Management Program are doing -- have Masters and Doctoral concentrations.  Have copied in his response:

Where are they now?

The first five graduates of the Department of Engineering Management and System Engineering’s Crisis, Emergency and Risk Management concentration (MS in May 2001) are applying their GWU education to their new jobs.

Darren Chen is a senior consultant with Booz Allen Hamilton and is working on critical infrastructure protection (CIP), continuity of operations (COOP), physical security, and domestic preparedness projects for various Federal government clients.  Additionally he has provided support to the state of New York to evaluate counter-terrorism planning and has supported the Department of Justice’s Office for Domestic Preparedness.  Darren continues to volunteer as a paramedic with the Charlottesville-Albemarle Rescue Squad, is a team leader with Virginia EMS Disaster Task Force TJ-2, and is an incident commander with the Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference.

Cee Cee Molineaux is the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Coordinator for the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), the Federal agency that houses AmeriCorps, Senior Corps and Learn and Serve America.  She coordinates the participation of CNCS programs in disaster preparedness and response with the American Red Cross and FEMA, as well as CNCS’ involvement in Homeland Security and Citizen Corps activities.  Cee Cee also serves as the primary point of contact for CNCS in all areas of emergency management, including Homeland Security and Citizen Corps.

Matthew Bettridge is a program specialist working at in the Department of Homeland Security, Emergency Preparedness & Response Directorate, Recovery Division.  Matthew’s responsibilities include the development of policy and troubleshooting implementation problems for national disaster assistance programs.
Daniel Nibouar is an Associate at Community Research Associates (CRA) where he designs, develops and conducts tabletop, command-post, functional and full-scale terrorist WMD [weapons of mass destruction] preparedness exercises.  Currently he is supporting the Washington State Venue for the upcoming Top Officials 2 (TOPOFF II) Exercise.

William Irwin is the Acting Director for the Civil Emergency Management Branch of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). His branch is responsible for managing Federal Response Plan preparedness and response activities for Emergency Support Function 3 (ESF #3), Public Works, and Engineering.  William’s branch is also responsible for disaster preparedness and response support under Public Law 84-99 (Flood and Coastal Storm Emergencies).

(6)  Hazards Risk Management Upper Division Course Development Project:

May 2, 2003 -- Reviewed draft Session 4, "public Sector Competencies and Techniques," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Senior Research Scientist Greg Shaw, George Washington University.

May 2, 2003 -- Received for review from Greg Shaw, Session 15, "Risk Perception."

(7)  Holistic Disaster Recovery, Upper Division Course Development Project:
April 28, 2003 -- Talked with course developer, Dr. Gavin Smith, who notes that Session 4 on Stakeholder Roles in Recovery is just about done and should be available for review in about one week.  Significant work has also been accomplished on Session 5.

(8)  Metropolitan College of New York, School of Public Affairs and Administration:
April 30, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Michael Maurer, who informed me that Metropolitan is in the process of submitting a proposal to the NY State University Board of Regents to develop a Masters of Public Administration in Emergency and Disaster Management Degree.  The Emergency and Disaster Management part of this degree would consist of six 2-credit-hour courses.  Dr. Maurer is optimistic that the Board of Regents will accept this proposal and is contemplating a January 2004 roll-out.  For further information, Dr. Maurer can be reached at:  mmaurer@metropolitan.edu.

(9)  National Graduate School, Arlington, VA -- Graduate Homeland Security Certificate and Masters Concentration:
April 28, 2003 -- Talked with Cynthia Melchiorri, Vice President, Federal and Corporate Relations, concerning the development by NGS, in partnership with the ANSER Institute for Homeland Security(Arlington, VA), of two new Homeland Security Programs:  (1) a stand-alone Graduate Homeland Security Certificate, and (2) a Homeland Security Concentration within the Quality Systems Management Masters Degree.  Both HS Certificate and Concentration consist of four courses, being developed by the ANSER Institute:  

Homeland Security Principles and Practice

Contemporary Issues in Homeland Security

Integrated Studies in Homeland Security and Quality Systems Management

Homeland Security Field Project Management

Courses will begin in June 2003 at the ANSER Institute.  Ms. Melchiorri plans on attending the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference.  For additional information, contact Ms. Melchiorri at:  Cmelchnatlgrdsch@aol.com.

(10)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
May 2, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 7, Disaster Mythology, and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver.

(11)  University of Nevada, Las Vegas:
May 2, 2003 -- Talked again with Dr. Lee Bernick, Chair, Department of Public Administration, School of Urban Affairs, on several emergency management and homeland security initiatives he is involved in.

First, a proposal to develop a Masters of Science Degree in Crisis and Emergency Management has this past week cleared the University review process and gone to the Nevada Board of Regents for approval.  It is expected that approval will be granted and this program implemented in November of 2003.  If so, it will consist of an 18 month program divided into three six month modules:  (1) General Emergency Management (5 courses), (2) Terrorism (6 courses), and (3) Electives -- allowing students to work with faculty to develop areas of specialization.  Are still working on the design of the curriculum.

Second, the development of an Emergency Management Concentration within the BS in Public Administration which was approved this past December.  Faculty are working on the design of this curriculum as well -- and contemplate the development of five emergency management courses to support the concentration.  When the curriculum outline has been developed a proposal will go forward to the UNVL Faculty Senate to approve.  If approved here it then is a done deal.

Third, a proposal to  develop an Institute for Security Studies focusing on Homeland Security issues, housed out of the Graduate College.  The Institute would consist of the following offices:

Academic Programs

Office of Applied Technology

Office of Human Considerations

Office of Cyber Security

Office of Domestic Preparedness

Office of Outreach (focusing on 1st responder train-the-trainer training)

This proposal is in the approval process and is to go to the Nevada Board of Regents for action this June.  For further information, Dr. Bernick can be reached at:  lee.bernick@ccmail.nevada.nv.us.

