This is a message from the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Fire Administration/Emergency Management Institute/Higher Education Project. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara L. Johnson at Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov 

October 25-29, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Baton Rouge Community College -- Emergency Management Needs Assessment Tool:

October 25, 2004 -- Received from William Dufrene at BRCC a copy of an emergency management needs assessment tool to be added to our small collection of needs assessment tools developed on college campuses in their investigations of the development of emergency management program  -- Needs Assessment Tools section.  Baton Rouge Community College is investigating the development of an emergency management program to begin in 2005.  Called Mr. Dufrene, who noted that responses to his needs assessment survey are beginning to come in and are very supportive -- particularly of an awareness-level program.  Mr. Dufrene anticipates moving forward with the development of an Emergency Management Certificate and Concentration to begin next Summer or Fall, based in large measure on the emergency management and homeland security-related training courses made available via CD ROM from the EM HiEd Project. If these programs do get off the ground, and then do well, the next step would be the development of an Emergency Management Associate Degree.  The needs assessment tool was forwarded to the EMI webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Needs Assessment Tools section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  For additional information, William Dufrene can be reached at:  dufreneb@mybr.cc

(2)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:

October 25, 2004 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, the second draft of Session 21, "Debris Management."

(3)  Historic Disasters and Evolution of Emergency Management in the US:

October 27, 2004 -- Attended meeting organized by disaster researcher, Claire Rubin to investigate the structure of a possible book roughly on the topic of "Historic Disasters and the Evolution of US Emergency Management."  This investigation is being funded by the Public Entity Risk Institute.  The working group of about 10 participants agreed that there seemed to be a need and market for such a book and that the most likely audience would be students within emergency management and related collegiate programs -- most specifically Introduction to Emergency Management (and related) courses.  Discussed the pros and cons of various approaches to putting such a book together -- such as writing a book from scratch (my preference) or putting together an anthology of already printed articles and report sections.  Also discussed various subject content options such as one that would include some description of a variety of American and international disasters (Lisbon Earthquake of 1756 for example), or an approach that would include only those U.S. disasters that led to rather direct developments within the evolution emergency management and its immediate predecessor, civil defense (my preference).  For additional information, Dr. Rubin can be reached at:  crubin@comcast.net

(4)  Introduction to Emergency Management -- College Textbook Development:

October 29, 2004 -- Reviewed Chapter 15, "Future Directions in Emergency Management," the last of the chapters to be developed in first draft for this project.  From the Chapter Summary:

"This chapter discusses future directions in emergency management.  These can be classified as challenges and opportunities at the global, national, and professional levels.  Many of the trends identified by Drabek (1991a) and Anderson and Mattingly (1991) continue to dominate emergency management, including increasing exposure to environmental hazards, increased capabilities offered by advanced emergency management information technology, increasing recognition of the need for pre-impact action (hazard mitigation, emergency preparedness, and recovery preparedness) in the face of inertia or outright resistance, and increased professionalization of emergency management.  Nonetheless, there are some new issues, including the potential for changes in the nature of environmental hazards and the increased salience of terrorism as a threat to communities throughout the United States."

Forwarded this draft chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses and Books -- where it should be accessible shortly.  The next step in this project is for the development of 2nd drafts of reviewed and commented-upon chapters by the lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell of Texas A&M University and his team of developers, Dr. Ronald Perry of Arizona State University, and Dr. Carla Prater of Texas A&M.

(5)  National Academy of Sciences Disaster Roundtable:

October 28, 2004 -- Attended day-long Disaster Roundtable at the National Academies in D.C. on "Creating a Disaster Resilient America:  Grand Challenges in Science and Technology."  Results from and a description of the roundtable will soon be accessible from the NAS website:  http://www.dels.nas.edu/dr/f12.html.  For more immediate questions, the NAS Disaster Roundtable organizer, Patricia Jones Kershaw, can be reached at:  Disasters.Roundtable@dels.nas.edu.  A few notes on some of the comments made that I found particularly interesting.  

Stu Nishenko, formerly with the FEMA Mitigation Directorate and now the Senior Seismologist in the Geosciences Department of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company in San Francisco, noted in his presentation on "Linking Disaster Reduction and Resilience to the National Agenda," that in the very important arena of disaster mitigation, prevention and reduction, the pendulum that seems to swing back and forth every so often has been stuck to the wall on the back side the last several years.  

Dr. Dennis Mileti, Professor Emeritus of the Institute of Behavioral Science at the University of Colorado at Boulder and Director of the Hazards Center there, quipped during his presentation that followed (on:  The Score Card:  How Resilient Are We As A Nation?), that he disagreed with Stu on the pendulum being stuck -- in his opinion it was more the case that someone took the pendulum, threw it into the woods, stomped on it and shot the coocoo bird.  Dr. Mileti also made the point that resilience is something that resides in local communities and is not something developed and imposed from above (as seems to be too much the case today).  One of our (U.S.) problems, derivative of our culture, is that we want a techno pill to protect of from nature and disasters -- just as we want a pill to help us lose weight without having to exercise or adjust our diets.

David P. Tenny, Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment, U.S. Department of Agriculture, on the subject of the USDA's Forest Service (the world's premier wildfire fire-fighting organization) and the problem of wildfires in the US, noted that he just does not see how we are going to get there (reduction of the increase in wildfire losses) from here.  The problem is too huge compared to the resourcces being devoted to the problem -- too much unburned fuel, not enough clearance of that fuel, continuing if not excelerating human habitation of forested lands (in unsafe ways), and continuing droughts -- all of which add up to greater losses in the future.

(6)  Upper Iowa University -- Investigation of EM and HS Programs:

October 29, 2004 -- Talked with Dave Binder, On-line Program Director at Upper Iowa University, on two on-going investigations of interest to the EM HiEd Project:  (1) the development of a Bachelors of Science in Emergency Management Degree, and (2) the development of a Focus Area in Homeland Security within the UIU Masters of Public Administration Program -- which would be firsts within the State of Iowa.  Mr. Binder noted in response to my question that the reason for the investigation of the undergrad Emergency Management program is directly tied to increased student interest in and desire for this option.  Student and faculty interest also explains the investigation into a gradute MPA Homeland Security Emphasis.  It is expected that both programs will be approved and implemented (in about one year) in that the new UIU President, Dr. Alan Walker, is a known supporter of emergency management and emergency services (particulary fire programs) in other collegiate positions he has had.  For additional information, Dave Binder can be reached at (818) 231-4555.

(7)  Winning The War on Terror -- Congressman Jim Turner Report:

October 25, 2004 -- Thanks to Claire Rubin for bringing my attention to a number of homeland security documents available at:  http://www.house.gov/turner/iss-terrorism.shtml -- including the one noted above on Winning The War on Terror.  Note:  It took me a long time to download the full report -- would recommend looking at the "Summary of Recommendations" first.  
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On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA's continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration.

