May 24-28, 2004 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 25, 2004 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, Session 22, "Individual and Public Assistance."

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD, June 8-10, 2004:

May 26, 2004 -- Admissions Office informs us that they have processed and accepted 184 applications to attend -- I know of one or two more that are supposed to be coming in or have yet to be acted upon. In the meantime, still making changes to the agenda -- and Admin Support has graciously given us until Tuesday, June 2nd to get final agenda in.

(3)  Floodplain Management -- Graduate Level Course Development Project:
May 24, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington, Session 3, "Meteorological Framework," by Dr. Donald R. Reichmuth.

(4)  Summer Reading -- A Guide to The End of the World:

May 27, 2004 -- Finished reading A Guide to the End of the World:  Everything You Never Wanted To Know, by Bill McGuire (Oxford:  University Press, 2002).  Some tidbits:

"...the threat of a major natural catastrophe arising from the bubbling and creaking crust beneath our feet is a real and serious one.  Three epic events await us that have occurred many times before in our planet's prehistory, but which w have yet to experience in historic time [volcanic "super eruptions," "gigantic" tsunamis, earthquake "storms"] (pp. xi-xii).

In addition:  "Recent estimates suggest that around a thousand asteroids with diameters of 1 kilometre or more have orbits around the Sun that cross the Earth's, making collision possible at some point in the future:  1 kilometre is the impactor diameter threshold for initiating a cosmic winter, due to dust lifted into the stratosphere blocking out solar radiation, for wiping out a quarter or so of the human population, and for causing general mayhem worldwide" (p. 26)

"Future rises in population and vulnerability will take place against a background of dramatic climate change, the like of which the planet has not experienced for maybe 10,000 years" (p. 29).

"In the first year of the new millennium, over 200 million people were affected by natural disasters -- mostly flood, storm, and drought -- an amazing 1 in 30 of the planet's population, and global warming has not really got going yet.  Without doubt, all of us will be forced to embrace natural hazards as a normal, if unwelcome, part of our lives in the decades to come" (p. 54).

"The Younger Dryas and similar post-Ice Age cold snaps teach us a number of important lessons that we would do well to remember as our own world undergoes dramatic climate change.  First, the switch from warm to cold and vice versa can occur extraordinarily rapidly -- within decades -- and second, the disruption of ocean currents can have serious and far-reaching consequences for climate change" (p. 80).

(5)  Survey of Colleges and Universities with "Emergency Management" Programs -- Progress Report:
May 28, 2004 -- Received note from Dr. Henry Fischer, Millersville University of Pennsylvania, on the progress of his survey of schools with "emergency management" programs.  Have pasted in his note below.

Confirmed Receipt of Surveys from Following 12 Institutions (20 programs)

American Public University System: Certificate 

Arkansas Tech University

Eastern Michigan University: Minor, B.S.

Florida Metropolitan University: A.D., B.S.

George Washington University: Certificate, M.S., PhD 

Georgia Technical College, A.D.

Jacksonville State University: B.S., M.S., MPA (EM concentration)

Metropolitan College of New York: MPA

Millersville University of Pennsylvania: Minor

Oklahoma State University: PhD, NONE for Master’s program

University of North Texas: B.S., EAMP Concentration within MPA, DL Cert

West Carolina University: B.S.

Surveys Received from 13 Unidentifiable Institutions (16 programs)

Unknown, A.D. in Environmental Technology/Hazardous Materials

Unknown, AD. In Health, Safety & Environmental Technology

Unknown, B.A. & B.S. in Applied Disaster & Emergency Studies

Unknown, B.A. & M.A. in Emergency & Disaster Management

Unknown, B.S. in Crisis & Disaster Management

Unknown, B.S. in Emergency Administration & Management

Unknown, B.S. in Rural Public Safety Administration

Unknown, B.T. in Emergency Management

Unknown, Master of Public Health, PhD Public Health

Unknown, M.S. in Emergency Services Administration

Unknown, M.S. in International Development

Unknown, M.S. in Public Safety (P.S. & Pro. Inst.)

Unknown, PhD in unknown
The survey was provided to the 112 colleges and universities with "emergency management" programs found on the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project "College List."  If your program seems to be one noted above but unidentifiable, would you please contact Dr. Fischer with the school affiliation, or if you have one of the 112 programs listed in the College List, but for which Dr. Fischer does not have a survey instrument, could you please take a few minutes to contact Dr. Fischer and obtain a copy of the survey -- at:  Hank.Fischer@millersville.edu

(6)  Terrorism and Disaster Management -- Preparing Healthcare Leaders for the New Reality:

May 25, 2004 -- Received for review a copy of a new book, titled above, edited by Dr. K. Joanne McGlown and available from Health Administration Press, Chicago (312) 424-2800.  From the press release from the Health Administration Press, which accompanied the book:

"Disaster Preparedness goes far beyond drafting a plan.  Healthcare leaders must ensure that their organizations have the appropriate programs and trained staff in place in order to respond quickly to any disaster event or threat.  Terrorism and Disaster Management:  Preparing Healthcare Leaders for the New Reality...focuses on planning and preparedness with a special emphasis on the issues of terrorism.

This book provides answers to the questions many healthcare leaders share:  Where does my facility fit into the community wide preparedness system?  Who is in charge, and what is expected of me?  What do I need to do first?  Numerous forms, checklists, and organizational charts are included in the book, and can be adapted to any healthcare organization.  The book also addresses special areas of concern, such as legal and ethical considerations in a disaster situation, and the availability of disaster assistance from the government...."

