June 23-27, 2003 FEMA EM HiEd Pjt Activity Report

1)  Boston University, School of Public Health, Managing Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies Certificate:

June 25, 2003 -- Received from Melissa Hagan, Course Manager, International Health Department, a 12-page document on the Boston U. Managing Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies Certificate Program.  Will use this material to draft a "write-up" for "The College List" on the EM HiEd Pjt website section "International Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance Programs."  Will post the entire document within the "Syllabi Compilation" on the website in that it contains course outlines.  For additional information, Melissa Hagan can be reached at:  mjhagan@bu.edu

(2)  Core Competencies for Successful 21st Century Emergency Managers Outline Document:
June 23-27, 2003 -- Continued to refine the one-page "abstract" document asked for by the staff at the Boulder Hazards Center in support of a panel discussion at the July 13-16 Annual Hazards Conference in Boulder -- based on review comments and on additional research.  In addition, developed two additional cuts at EM core competencies:  (1) a short bulletized listing of my favorite top ten competencies of the moment -- in response to comments that the one-pager might be perceived by some as too intimidating, too daunting, too impossible to do justice to, and (2) an expanded outline that breaks out of the one-page restriction mold for the abstracts for the Boulder Conference, thus allowing for more detail and explanation.  All three are works in progress.  Will be happy to share with anyone wishing to provide input.

(3)  George Mason University, National Center for Biodefense, Manassas, VA, Biodefense Degrees and Certificate:
June 23, 2003 -- Learned that GMU's National Center for Biodefense, directed by Ken ALibeck, Former First Deputy Chief of the civilian branch of the Soviet Union’s offensive biological weapons program, and Charles Bailey, former commander of the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases at Fort Detrick, have developed for Fall 2003 roll-out, the nation's first biodefense academic graduate programs:  (1) a Certificate in Medical Biodefense, (2) a Certificate in Biological Threat and Defense, (3) a Masters in Biodefense, and (4) a Ph.D. in Biodefense.

According to the GMU, NCB website:

The main objective of the graduate program in biodefense will be to train students for employment in the area of biodefense in academia, industry, and government. The program provides students with a background in the foundations of science and technology of biodefense, threat analysis of biological weapons, and the specialized areas of medical defense, including engineering defense, non-proliferation in biodefense, and counter-terrorism/law-enforcement of biodefense. The interests of researchers affiliated with the Center for Biodefense and the Biology Department include pathogenesis of infectious bacteria and viruses, immunology of infectious diseases, epidemiological aspects of infectious agents of biological warfare, anti-infectious drugs, engineered biological weapons, and others.
The tentative schedule for Fall Semester, 2003:

Introduction to Biodefense/Threat Analysis I:  Bacterial Agents

Introduction to Biodefense/Threat Analysis II:  Viral Agents

Seminar on Molecular/Micro/Cell Biology (Medical Defense/Biological Weapons)

Other program courses will include:

Foundations of Bio-defense Science and Technology I

Foundations of Bio-defense Science and Technology II

Introduction to Biodefense:  Fundamentals of Microbiology

Introduction to Biodefense/Threat Analysis III:  Agricultural Biodefense

Introduction to Biodefense/Threat Analysis IV:  Toxins

Principles of Toxicology

Detecting Production of Biological Agents

History of Biological Agent Use and Treaties

Detection Techniques in a Bioterror Attack

Epidemiology of a Bioterror Attack

Non-proliferation in Biodefense

Approaches to BW Medical Treatment and Response

Techniques in Immunology (Lecture and Lab)

Coordinated Response to a Bioterror Attack

Examining Terrorist Groups

Counter-Terrorism and Civil Rights

Incident Response

Modern Geographic Techniques in Detection as Tracking

Dispersal Patterns of Biological Agents

Into the Hot Zone:  Working in a High Threat Environment

History of Genetically Engineered Bio-weapons

Additional program and admissions information can be located at the GMU, NCB, website at:  http://www.gmu.edu/centers/biodefense/  For application information, email:  biodenfense@gmu.edu, or Dr. Monique van Hoek, Graduate Coordinator, Biodefense Programs, at:  mvanhoek@gmu.edu, or (703) 993-4273.

(4)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling Upper Division College Course Development Project:
June 25, 2003 -- Received news from the Procurement Office that they have received my procurement package to put into contract development a 3 credit hour, 45 contact hour, semester-length, classroom-based, upper division college course on Hazards Mapping and Modeling.  Was told that the Procurement Office will soon start the process of advertising, seeking requests for proposals, and eventual contract award during fiscal year 2003.

(5)  National Science Foundation Workshop on Core Hazard/Emergency Management Competencies:
June 23, 2003 -- Receive news that the NSF has agreed to fund a two and one-half day workshop on the core competencies and curriculum needed to develop at the collegiate-level successful 21st century hazard/disaster/risk/emergency managers (depending on one's favored terminology).  This is a joint initiative of the FEMA EM HiEd Project and the Hazards Center at the University of Colorado.  Currently dates and venues are being investigated in the Denver area in mid-to late October, 2003.  Funding is at the level to support the participation of roughly 35 people -- to be drawn from academic disciplines, practitioner ranks, collegiate emergency management programs, and stakeholder organizations. 

(6)  New York Institute of Technology:
June 25, 2003 -- Received news from Stanley Greenwald, Professor and Chair, Department of Environmental Technology, that NYIT has recently developed an "Infrastructure Security" concentration and certificate within the NYIT MS in Environmental Technology.  This new certificate and concentration will also be available through the MS in Energy Management.  Professor Greenwald asked if this program could be listed within "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website.  Responded that we would be happy to comply -- seeking additional information to enable the drafting of a "write-up" to upload to the website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Professor Greenwald can be reached at:  sgreenwa@nyit.edu

(7)  Terrorism and Homeland Security EM HiEd Project Short Course Development Initiative:
June 24, 2003 -- Received news from the Procurement Office that they are in receipt of my procurement package to put into contract development a 1 credit hour, 15 contact hour, classroom-based upper division college course on "Terrorism and Homeland Security," and will be seeking to advertise, solicit proposals and execute a contract shortly.  My purpose in is initiative is to have developed a course which will update and expand on the existing EM HiEd course on "Terrorism and Emergency Management," written by Dr. William Waugh, Jr., and placed on the EM HiEd website in September 2000.

(8)  York County Community College, Maine:
June 26, 2003 -- Per request, provided another set of CD ROMS (EMI training courses and EM HiEd Project Educational College courses) to Ed Stone, Chair, Technology and Applied Science -- to support the development of a non-credit training program for Southern Maine emergency responders.  The set supplied back in 2000 to support the investigation of an academic credit Associate Degree of Applied Science and Safety Management (which did not work out), can not be found.  For further information, Ed Stone can be reached at:  destone@gwi.net.

