August 18-22 FEMA EM HiEd Project Activity Report

(1)  Bioterrorism Course Syllabus:
August 20, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Vaughn Wagner, Environmental Health Science Program Salisbury University, Salisbury, MD, a copy of his syllabus for a course on "Bioterrorism" to be taught this Fall Semester.  Will incorporate into the "Syllabi Compilation" on the EM HiEd Project website -- should be up very shortly, if not by the time this Activity Report is distributed.

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
August 22, 2003 -- Received for review from co-lead course developer, David Brower, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, copy of the course syllabus and readings.

(3)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 20, 2003 -- Received request from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, for a no-cost-to-the-government 12-month time extension for this course development project.  Forwarded, with my approval, to the Procurement Office, and received message back that the extension would be granted.

(4)  Earthquake Hazards Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 18, 2003 -- Linda Straka forwarded to Procurement, with concurrence, a request from course developer, Dr. James Martin, Virginia Tech, a request for a six-month no-cost-to-the-government time extension -- was subsequently granted -- with a new deadline of December 31, 2003.

(5)  Floodplain Hazard Management -- Projected Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 20-22, 2003 -- Received from Procurement three proposals to review in response to our Request for Proposals to develop a graduate-level college course on floodplain hazard management.  Reviewed the proposals and provided a recommendation for contract award to the Procurement Office.

(6)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Projected Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 22, 2003 -- Received from Procurement a note to the effect that they had received a "Qualifications" document from a contractor on their GSA list and that in the opinion of the Procurement Officer the contractor qualifications met the criteria listed in my Statement of Work.  The Procurement Office will thus seek a cost proposal from the GSA contractor.

(7)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 20, 2003 -- Received and reviewed the 2nd draft of Session 9, "The Hazards Risk Management Approach," and provided review comments to the lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University.  Forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the FEMA EM HiEd Project website -- within the "Courses Under Development" section of the "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/aem_courses.asp.  Greg also notes that 3 additional sessions are about finished and ready to submit for review in the very near future.

August 21, 2003 -- Received for review Session 23, "Risk Communication," and Session 25, "Communicate and Consult:  Risk Communication Message Content and Dissemination," from Greg Shaw.

(8)  Homeland Security and Terrorism -- Proposed Upper Division Short Course:
August 20, 2003 -- Received note from the Procurement Office that I needed to come up with two additional "Suggested Sources" for the Procurement Office to contact in a competitive bid for this project.  Did.  Process needs to be completed by the end of September if a contract award is to be made.

(9)  IAEM Bulletin and the EM HiEd Project:

August 20, 2003 -- Entered into communications with various International Association of Emergency Managers notables concerning the use of FEMA EM HiEd Project Activity Report items in the IAEM Bulletin.  Due to lack of time I have had to decline requests to write a more or less regular column for the Bulletin.  Suggested, instead, that someone there cut and paste Activity Report items of interest into the Bulletin on a regular basis.  This is now being discussed by the relevant IAEM officers.  

(10)  Idaho State University Boise Center and new Institute of Emergency Management:
August 22, 2003 -- Came across article in Journalnet.com  (Idaho State Journal) -- noting that ISU has received a $1.3 million grant to "help fund training for emergency personnel so they are ready to respond to everything from a raging fire or chemical spill to a terrorist attack."  The article quotes Robin Dodson, Chief Academic Officer at ISU Boise Center.  Quoting from the article:

"Federal dollars for the Homeland Security grant came through the Idaho Bureau of Hazardous Materials and will establish ISU's Institute of Emergency Management at its Boise Center.

Jeff Rylee, operations officer at the Idaho Bureau of Hazardous Materials, said every state is getting similar grants.  'It's a method of getting the country prepared for possible terrorist response,' he said.

Through the new institute, first responders could obtain specialized training to deal with incidents involving chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear or explosive weapons.  First responders include firefighters, police officers, public health officials and medical personnel.

Training programs are expected to begin this fall.

The Institute is searching for a program coordinator whose first task would be to create policy development and training programs....

Dodson said the plan is to start offering courses in emergency management that people can earn credit for.  Eventually, he wants an associate's, bachelor's and even master's level programs."

Called Robin Dodson to acquire additional information and to acquaint him with the FEMA EM HiEd Project (which he was unaware of).  He has received several applications for the EM Institute Program Coordinator's position, but is still interested in additional applications.  Robin Dodson's email address is:  dodsrobi@isu.edu

(11)  League for Innovation in the Community College:
August 20, 2003 -- Received copy of League Connections (Vol. 4, No. 8, August 2003) the Newsletter of the League for Innovation in the Community College (an association of Community Colleges -- see the July 28-Aug 1, 2003 Activity Report in the Archives).  At pages 4-5 there is a brief description of the FEMA EM HiEd Project with links to the EM HiEd Project Homepage, The College List, Academic Emergency Management and Related College Courses, and the Prototype Curriculum to Support Associate Degrees in Emergency Management.

(12)  Millersville University Internship at EMI:
August 20-22, 2003 -- Picked up and resumed earlier conversations with Dr. Henry Fischer III, head of the Environmental Hazards and Emergency Management Program at Millersville University, Millersville, PA, concerning the development of an on-going Millersville University/FEMA EM HiEd project relationship for intern opportunities.  Discussed placing a Millersville intern with the FEMA EM HiEd Project for this Fall Semester about to start at Millersville.  If this investigation is fruitful, the primary intern project would be to find points of contact within each State Community College Governing System and then to acquaint them with the availability of training and educational courses dealing with hazards, disasters and what one does about them that could be taught by the community colleges within the system.

(13)  Pacific Disaster Center:

August 20, 2003 -- Received email from Jim Buika, Director, Customer Applications Support and Training, Pacific Disaster Center, Kihei, HI, concerning a "partnership" between the Pacific Disaster Center and the FEMA EM HiEd Project -- discussed first at the last EM HiEd Conference here at EMI in June and then continued at the Natural Hazards Conference in Boulder, CO in July.  Mr. Buika and others are seeking to develop a "Collaborative Education Outreach Network" for the Asia Pacific Region and wish to "model our network upon best practices pioneered by FEMA any your team."  Jim noted that Suzanne Frew has been brought on board to work on this project, including drafting a paper on the FEMA EM HiEd Project.  Called Suzanne and discussed the history and evolution of the EM HiEd Project in some depth.  Agreed to pick this conversation up again next Monday.  The PDC mission is "to furnish valuable and timely information products for comprehensive emergency management in and around the Pacific and Indian Ocean regions during all phases of emergency management."  for further information, Jim Buika can be reached at:  jbuika@pdc.org.

On a different but related subject, Jim Buika and I would like to work towards increased international participation at the next EM HiEd Conference June 9-10, or 8-10 (once a decision is made on a two or a two and one-half day conference).

(14)  Shanghai Principles Paper on Creating Safer Cities & Societies Through Sustainable Urban Development:

August 22, 2003 -- Received from Donald Geis of Geis Design-Research Associates, Potomac MD, a revised copy of his "Shanghai Principles" paper which was mentioned in last week's Activity Report (item 15).  Forwarded the revised paper to the Project Assistant for upload to the "Emergency Management Higher Education Articles, Papers and Presentations" section of the EM HiEd Project website -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/highpapers.asp -- where it should be available very shortly.

(15)  Textbook Project:

August 20, 2003 -- Received for review from lead "Introduction to Emergency Management Textbook" developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M, Chapter 1, "Introduction to Emergency Management" (62 pages).

(16)  University of North Texas Emergency Administration and Planning White Paper:
August 20-22, 2003 -- Entered into a series of communications with Dr. David McEntire, Director of the Emergency Administration and Management Program at the University of North Texas on the production of a White Paper for the EM HiEd Project on the history, evolution, goals, issues, status and projected future of the EAP program at UNT.  The UNT program is the oldest emergency management program in the US, starting in 1983.  I regularly receive questions concerning the UNT program and decided that a White Paper would go a long way towards addressing the typical question posed. Dr. McEntire was agreeable to the production of a White Paper.  Anticipate that a paper can be produced by the end of November.

(17)  Western Carolina University -- Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency Management Stands-Up:

August 19, 2003 -- Robert Dougherty emails to note that the Fall Semester began this week and the first two classes within the new Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency Management began:  (1) An Introduction to Emergency Management course with about 25 students and (2) a Risk Assessment and Vulnerability Analysis course, with about 15-20 students -- the WCU computer system crashed during course registration and final numbers are not available.  This Summer WCU hired Robert T. Berry, previously with the Nevada State Office of Emergency Management as Associate Professor of Emergency Management and coordinator for the new program.  Mr. Berry can be reached at RBerry@email.wcu.edu.  

This new BS in EM Program at Western Carolina University is the 98th program to be listed on The College List on the EM HiEd Project website, and is 10th Bachelor Degree in Emergency Management in the US.  If you are reading this, John McKay and Kay Goss, you got your 10 BA programs -- my hat off to you both for your vision and leadership.

