May 16-20, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BODY OF KNOWLEDGE PROJECT:


May 16, 2005 -- Received from Dr's Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel and Jennifer Wilson, Co-Directors of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, their reading list of the top 50 items that emergency management graduate students ought to read -- from the viewpoint of educators within graduate emergency management programs in the US (or least to those who replied to the survey instrument).  Forwarded listing on to Dr. Richard Sylves, the moderator of the session on Emergency Management Body of Knowledge plenary panel at the June 7-9, 2005 EM HiEd Conference, and the speaker responsible for trying to make some sense of the results of this survey and four others that are being conducted within the EM Body of Knowledge Project.

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 18, 2005 -- Reviewed, approved, and forwarded to EMI Webmaster for uploading to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- 2nd draft of Session 30, "Federal Policy III:  Internal Revenue Code; US Army Corps of Engineers; Federal Land Ownership," by lead course developer, Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Should be accessible shortly.

(3)  COUNCIL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION ACCREDITATION:

May 20, 2005 -- Received copyright approval from the Council for Higher Education Accreditation, to post their document "Twelve Important Questions About External Quality Review," to the Project website -- in two locations:  (1) in The College List section, and (2) in the FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) section.  The twelve questions are the types of questions a prospective student might want to ask of an institution, getting at quality of education issues, when trying to decide which school to attend and which program to become involved in.

(4)  DHS 2.0:  RETHINKING THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (HERITAGE FOUNDATION REPORT):

May 20, 2005 -- Saw a reference to this report today, which I downloaded shortly after publication on December 13, 2004, but apparently did not do an Activity Report on this item.  So.... From the report's (prepared by James Jay Carafano  and David Heyman) press release:

"This report presents the conclusions of a task force charged with examining the organization and operations of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The task force included representatives from academia, research centers, the private sector, and congressional staff and was chaired by homeland security experts from the Center for Strategic and International Studies and The Heritage Foundation. The task force evaluated DHS’s capacity to fulfill its mandate as set out in the Homeland Security Act of 2002 based on four criteria: management, roles and missions, authorities, and resources.

Based on this analysis, conducted through seminars, an extensive literature search, and interviews, the task force developed over 40 major recommendations. Together, these proposals make the case for a significant reorganization of the department to make it a more effective and efficient instrument for preventing and responding to terrorist threats."

Would draw attention to page 17 of this 33 page report, dealing with recommendations to consolidate FEMA and other missions:

"As much as practicable, consolidate DHS response missions into FEMA and strengthen that agency.  FEMA should be engaged squarely in its traditional role of planning for the national (not just federal) response to emergencies -- including terrorist attacks -- and then implementing them where necessary.

Eliminate the EP&R.  Both the proposed Undersecretary for Protection and Preparedness and FEMA should report directly to the secretary via the deputy secretary."

The entire report is accessible at:  http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandDefense/sr02.cfm
(5)  EMERGENCY AND RISK MANAGEMENT CASE STUDIES -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 19, 2005 -- Reviewed Chapter 4, "Response," and provided review comments to the lead textbook developer, George Haddow of Haddow and Bullock, LLC.  Forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

May 20, 2005 -- Received for review from George Haddow, Chapter 5, "Recovery."

(6)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT JOB MARKET DATA:

May 19, 2005 -- This document, referenced in previous Activity Reports, put together by Kim Huseman and Monika Buchanan Millersville University of Pennsylvania, for the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project as an Internship Project this semester and finished in April, is now accessible on the Project Website as of May 19 -- under catchy title of EM Job Market Data.

(7)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TOP TEN CORE COMPETENCIES AND COURSES - IAEM SURVEY, 2004-2005:

May 19, 2005 -- Received from Daryl Spiewak, President of the International Association of Emergency Managers, 2003-2004, the results of a survey he conducted on the topic of core emergency management competencies and courses as viewed by practicing emergency managers.  Forwarded survey report and results for uploading to the Project website -- EM Competencies section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(8)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

May 16-20, 2005 -- Continued making modifications to the Conference Agenda -- adding, for example, three moderators/facilitators for sessions without someone filling that position.  Dropped breakout session report-outs on the agenda to free up needed time (and will rely on written submissions to post in the Conference Proceedings to fill this gap).  Continued coordination on the video-taping of four of the plenary sessions, for incorporation on a DVD to provide, upon request, to colleges and universities with emergency management and homeland security type programs.

May 20, 2005 -- Admissions Office provides roster of 184 accepted applications -- several others pending.

May 20, 2005 -- NEED 3 VOLUNTEERS!  To fill vacant Moderator/Facilitator positions for breakout sessions on Thursday, June 9, 2005 -- please call or email if you would like to take on one of these sessions:

Core Homeland Security Competencies and Curriculum Breakout Session, 1:15-2:45 Distance Learning Breakout Session, 3:00-4:30 Emergency Management and Homeland Security Body of Knowledge Breakout Session, 3:00-4:30

Would involve getting in touch with panelists identified on the agenda for the particular breakout session (to acquire enough information about them and what they would be speaking about, to do a brief introduction), introducing speakers during the breakout session, keeping speakers to any agreed upon time limits, orchestrating Q&A component, taking notes and drafting a brief report summarizing the session for incorporation into the "Conference Proceedings" sometime within a week or two following the conference.

(9)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 16, 2005 -- Received for review 3rd draft of Session 16, "What Is A Risk?" by Larry Larson and Rod Emmer of the Association of Floodplain Managers.

May 18, 2005 -- Reviewed, approved, and forwarded to EMI Webmaster for uploading to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- 2nd draft of Session 17, "Assessing Risk and Vulnerability to a Flood Hazard -- AN Exercise," by Larry Larson and Rod Emmer of the Association of Floodplain Managers.  Should be accessible shortly.

(10)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 19, 2005 -- Reviewed Session 2, "Technology Developments in Hazard Mapping and Modeling," by Dr. Ute Dymon, Professor of Geography, Kent State University, and provided review comments to the lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University.  Forwarded to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection, where it is now available.

May 20, 2005 -- Received for review, 2nd draft of Session 3, "Modeling Dispersion of Chemical Hazards, Using ALOHA," by Dr. Erno Sajo, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Louisiana State University.

(11)  TRAINING AND EXERCISES CONFERENCE:

May 17, 2005 -- Gave 30-minute presentation on EM HiEd Project to the several hundred participants of this year's T&E conference -- focusing on need for training and education to work closer together.

(12)  UNIVERSITY OF DENVER -- GRADUATE HOMELAND SECURITY CERTIFICATE:

May 18, 2005 -- Uploaded to the Project website, The College List, Homeland Security Section -- description of the Certificate in Homeland Security offered by the Graduate School of International Studies at the University of Denver.  Amongst the courses offered are:

International Terrorism

Homeland Security:  Introduction

Homeland Security, Civil Society, and Human Rights Homeland Security:  Prevention and Mitigation Homeland Security:  Response and Recovery Homeland Security and the Law Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Threats

For additional information consult the program description on the website, or contact the Program's Director, Dr. David Goldfischer, at:  dgoldfis@du.edu
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