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(1)  Avoiding Armageddon -- Our Future, Our Choice, PBS April 14-17:
April 18, 2003 -- For those of you who missed the series on PBS this week, there is a fair amount of material from the series and related to the series on a PBS website on this subject:  http://www.pbs.org/avoidingarmageddon.  The four parts were:

Silent Killers:  Poisons and Plagues

Nuclear Nightmares:  Losing Control

The New Face of Terror:  Upping the Ante

Confronting Terrorism:  Turning the Tide

Each of these episodes has its own section on the website.  Other sections are:  (1) Meet the People, (2) Learn the Facts, and (3) Get Involved.  There is a 20-page "Discussion Leader's Guide" on the site as well as ordering information for video-tapes and a book.

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
April 16, 2003 -- Met with David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, co-developer with Dr. Tim Beatley of the University of Virginia of this course -- put into contract development (24 months), pursuant to a partnership between the FEMA EM HiEd Project and NOAA's Coastal Services Center in Charleston, SC, in September 2002.  Dave Brower noted that development of course materials has gotten off to a slower than anticipated start, but now that summer is approaching, he anticipates that he and Tim Beatley will be able to start cranking sessions out.  Anticipated that he would be able to provide in May a revised Work-Plan reflecting the delayed production of materials, and a course syllabus.  Discussed issues concerning the use of maps and pictures, copyrights, and the review process at the end of the production of draft materials.  For further information, Dave Brower can be reached at:  brower@email.unc.edu.

(3)  Disaster Policy ands Politics:  Strategies for Research and Teaching:
April 14, 2003 -- Received news from Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University, announcement of the short course, noted above, which will be offered just prior to the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association -- in Philadelphia in August (Wednesday, August 27, 2003 -- from 1:00 to 5:00 pm).  The Short Course Description states:

Disasters create important opportunities for research and teaching in political science and public policy.  Disastrous events can serve to illuminate the nature of political responses to major social shocks, the processes of policy evolution and adaptation, and the relationship between public attention and political action.  The goal of this short course is to provide a forum for exploring strategies of teaching and research on the topic of disasters.  
William L. Waugh, Jr. (Georgia State University) will discuss methods for teaching disaster courses.  Thomas A. Birkland (SUNY Albany) will discuss methods for gathering data on the political and policy impacts of disasters.  Richard T. Sylves (University of Delaware) will discuss research on Presidential disaster declarations in America.  George J. Busenberg (University of Colorado at Denver) will discuss the role of disasters in theories of policy change.

For further information, the short course organizer is:  George Busenberg, Graduate School of Public Affairs, 1380 Lawrence Street Center, Suite 500, University of Colorado at Denver, Denver, CO 80217-3364; Phone: (303) 556-5988; Fax:(303) 556-5971; E-mail:george.busenberg@cudenver.edu

(4)  Disaster Response Operations and Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
April 14, 2003 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire of the University of North Texas, Session 14, "Search and Rescue."  Scope statement for this approximately one-hour session reads:  "In this session, the professor explains why search and rescue (SAR) is needed and identifies the different types of SAR operations.  Attention is also given to people's behavior in search and rescue operations.  The session discusses issues important to search and rescue operations, and lists the process of how SAR takes place."

April 17, 2003 -- Reviewed draft Session 11, "Warning Issues, Systems, Processes and Concerns," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From the Scope statement:

During this session, the professor shares information about the warning function that frequently takes place at the start of disaster response operations.  The class includes a discussion about the importance of the warning function, the different types of warning systems, and their respective strengths and weaknesses.  The session ends with the professor talking about warning processes and concerns.

Forwarded this draft session to the EMI Webmaster for uploading to the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- Disaster Response Operations and Management course.

(5)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:
April 18, 2003 -- Received latest roster of applications accepted by the NETC Admissions Office for the Conference -- 73 applications accepted, 6-7 being processed by security because the applicants are not US citizens, and 12 on a Wait List.  The limit for the conference is 100.  If there are Activity Report readers who plan on attending, but have not gotten their applications in, now is the time -- applications have been coming in at about 10 per week.  There is a modified application form, along with a draft agenda, on the EM HiEd Project website, URL address at the bottom of my signature block.

(6)  Georgia State University:
April 13, 2003 -- Receive news from Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Department of Public Information, that the graduate MPA Concentration in Emergency Management is going well:

The EM program here is plugging along. The university was overwhelmed by students this year....we have four certificate students graduating this spring (one EPA responder earning the certificate alone, one MPA student earning the certificate and degree, and two former MPA students who came back for the certificate.... There are more students in the queue, including staffers from GEMA and the Atlanta-Fulton County EMA.  And, we are developing an international MPA with Northumbria University in the UK and humanitarian assistance will be one of our areas of specialization....

For further information, Dr. Waugh can be reached at:  wwaugh@gsu.edu.

(7) Governors State University, IL:
April 14, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Akkanad M. Isaac, Division Chair, Management, Marketing, and Public Administration at GSU concerning where the school is in their proposal to develop a Masters of Science Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Dr. Isaac noted that his Dean, the University President, and the GSU Board of Trustees have all approved the proposal to develop a MS in EM.  The proposal has been submitted to the Illinois Board of Higher Education, which within the past few weeks responded back with questions about where the money would come from to hire the two new faculty members referred to in the GSU proposal.  Dr. Isaac noted that the options at this point are:  (1) the IBHC could disapprove the proposal, (2) approve and provide funding for one or both faculty members, or (3) approve but provide no additional funding to the school.  Will let me know what transpires.  If option 3, GSU may still move forward by developing an EM Graduate Concentration.  For further information, Dr. Isaac can be reached at:  a-isaac@govst.edu

(8)  Hazards Risk Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
April 16, 2003 -- Reviewed draft Session 3, "Hazard Risk Management Context of Today," and forwarded review comments to lead course developer, Senior Research Scientist Greg Shaw, George Washington University.  From Scope statement for this session:

During this session, the Instructor will identify and discuss the stakeholders in hazard risk management and incentives and obstacles to hazards risk management.  Included in the session are three student interactions designed to solicit the students' knowledge and/or perceptions of who the stakeholders are and what incentives and obstacles they believe exist to hazards risk management.  These activities will lead to a discussion of the hazards risk management model to be studied in the course.

This one-hour session was forwarded to the NETC webmaster for uploading to the EMI EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- Hazards Risk Management course.

(9)  Lynn University, Boca Raton, FL:

April 17, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Karen Casey-Acevedo, College of Graduate Studies at Lynn concerning their two emergency management programs:  (1) a Masters of Science in Emergency Planning and Administration, and (2) an Emergency Management Graduate Certificate.  These two programs began about this time last year and have been showing "slow and steady student increased interest" -- to the extent, that Dr. Ernest Vendrell, who has been used on a part-time basis in an adjunct faculty position, has now been brought on-board as full-time faculty to support these programs.  Currently 25 students are working on their EPA Masters.  For additional information, Dr. Casey-Acevedo can be reached at:  (561) 237-7854.

(10)  Massachusetts Institute of Technology:
April 18, 2003 -- One of the faithful readers of the Activity Report forwarded to me a notice from MIT on a planned summer session course on "Combating Bioterrorism:  The Organizational Response," to be offered July 21-23, 2003 for $2,000 (nice even number).  The announcement notes that:

The risk of terrorist attacks with biological weapons poses new challenges for governmental agencies that have the responsibility to respond to these threats....public health, law enforcement and national security agencies all need to rethink their priorities, and learn how to collaborate as well.  Implementing these new priorities will require considerable organizational learning and change.  But agencies have deeply imbedded professional norms and organizational culture, and they are resistant to change even in times of crisis....

Course topics:

Impediments to Organizational Change:  professional norms, organizational routines and culture

Case Study:  the Soviet anthrax outbreak

Case Study:  the US postal anthrax outbreaks

Rethinking the Public Health Approach

Case Study:  the smallpox immunization program

Expanding the Law Enforcement Approach

The Military Approach to Biological Weapons

The Military's Role in Vaccine Development and Distribution

Case Study:  swine flu -- lessons for mass immunization

For further information:  http://web.mit.edu/ssp/summer_courses.html

(11)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation -- Breaking the Disaster Life Cycle Graduate Course Development Project:
April 16, 2003 -- Finished a review of draft Session 3, "Implementing the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 at the Federal Level; Sustainability and Resilient Communities," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  From the Scope statement for this session:

The first part of the session is a lecture on the assumptions and actions underlying the implementation of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 at the federal level. The Act's provisions and FEMA's implementation rule are summarized. Their potential impacts on state and local mitigation capacity and commitment are discussed. The concepts of sustainability and the resilient community are described and explored. 

The second part of the session engages the students in a discussion of the application of sustainability and resiliency goals and objectives during implementation of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000. Student teams make recommendations to FEMA to ensure that their implementing procedures do not overlook the need for state and local plans and actions to include provisions to deal with social and organizational vulnerability, as well as physical and environmental vulnerability.

This approximately three-hour session was forwarded to the NETC Webmaster for uploading to the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- New Directions course -- to join draft sessions 1 and 2.

(12)  North Dakota State University -- Masters and Doctorate in Emergency Management:

April 18, 2003 -- Back in February it was noted in an Activity Report that NDSU had received approval from the North Dakota State Board of Higher Education to develop a BA Major, Master's and Doctorate in Emergency Management -- an extensive expansion upon their existing Minor in Emergency Management.  Have since acquired additional information for use in developing descriptions of these programs for incorporation into The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  NDSU reports that the school is now offering both the Masters and the Doctorate in Emergency Management.  From the material provided to draft a College List entry:

The Ph.D is awarded in recognition of significant depth of understanding and scholarly achievement in emergency management.  The program consists of three areas:  core courses, disaster stage courses, and disaster area studies.  Core courses include methods, statistics, and theory.  Disaster stage courses cover preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery.  Disaster area studies include the following subtopics:  social and behavioral sciences, disaster types, the emergency manager, and the public and private sector responses to emergencies.  The courses are organized around the four disaster stages and the various disaster studies sub fields.  As part of disaster studies, students will be required to complete two cognates, one in sociology and one in a second field approved by the student's supervisory committee.  These cognates require a minimum of 12 credits each.  The dissertation will be worth 15 credits.

Some of the courses to be offered include:

Sociology of Disaster

Community Disaster Preparation

Building Disaster Resilient Communities

Hazards Risk Assessment Theory and Practice

Hazards Material Regulation

Geographic Information Systems

Rural Society and Emergency Management

Hazard Mitigation Theory and Practice

Crisis Communication

Disaster Operations and Leadership

Disaster Response Theory and Practice

Disaster Analysis

Holistic Disaster Recovery

Damage Recovery Theory and Practice

Special Populations and Disaster

International Disasters

Private Sector Crisis Management

Voluntary Agency Disaster Services

Emergency Management Law and Ethics

After NDSU approval of the descriptions written for the College List on the Masters and Doctorate in Emergency Management Degree programs has been received, we will post them to the College List on the EM HiEd website.  For further information contact:  Dr. George Youngs, Chair, Department of Sociology/Anthropology and Emergency Management Program Chair, at:  george.youngs@ndsu.nodak.edu, or go to:  http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/socanth/index2.htm.

(13)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition Upper Division Course Development Project:
April 16, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 5, "Terrorism:  Changing Threat Perceptions and Response Preparedness," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver.  From the Scope statement of this one-hour, but easily expanded into a two-to-three-hour session:

In this session students will be introduced to terrorism in its various forms, including catastrophic and international terrorism.  Distinctions will be made among weapons of mass destruction and potential types of targets.  Similarities with and differences in responses to natural disasters will be highlighted as will illustrative research conclusions based on the 9-11 attacks.  Major structures for combating terrorism, including the  proposed Department of Homeland Security, and other policy issues in terrorism preparedness will be reviewed.  The Department of Homeland Security and other federal emergency management structures will be reviewed in the next session of this course, i.e., Session No. 6 entitled “All-Hazards Emergency Management”.

This session was forwarded to the NETC Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition Course.

(14)  University of Nevada at Las Vegas:
April 17, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Lee Bernick, Chair, Department of Public Administration, concerning article in Tuesday's Las Vegas Sun, which stated that UNLV was developing a "graduate program in emergency management" as well as a Homeland Security Institute and Programs.  Was already aware of efforts dating back to 1998 concerning investigations into the development of emergency management programs of some sort at the BA level at UNLV.  So, called for additional information.  Tis true that an "Executive Masters in Crisis and Emergency Management Degree" has been proposed and is in the approval process -- currently with the Graduate College Review Committee -- then to the Provosts Committee -- then to the Regents of the Nevada University System -- if all goes well.  In that it is anticipated that all will go well, plans are to roll the new program out next November, 2003.  The Masters in Crisis and Emergency Management will have three components, or modules:  (1) General Emergency Management Module, (2) Terrorism Module, and (3) Electives Module.  Dr. Bernick promised to provide course description details after the scheduled May 8th Graduate College Review Committee meeting, provided that the proposal is approved.  It is planned that the new Masters program, though multidisciplinary, would be administratively housed  within the Public Administration Department.

Dr. Bernick noted that a BA program is also on the drawing boards -- a Concentration in Emergency Management within the BA in Public Administration.  Additional questions as to the audience and their course needs still need to be adequately addressed, so this project is not as far advanced as the Masters program.

Walked Dr. Bernick through some of the items on the EM HiEd Project website, such as The College List and the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference in June, which he expressed interest in attending.

Finally, Dr. Bernick noted that a Homeland Security initiative is underway, but information on this will be provided soon -- he had to leave for a dissertation defense and stated that he would get back with information on this project.  Dr. Bernick can be reached at:  lee.bernick@ccmail.nevada.edu.

(15)  University of South Florida-Tampa:
April 16, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Wayne Westhoff, Center for Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, concerning the best location for a description of their Graduate Certificate in Disaster Management now that we have added an "International Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance Programs" section to the College List on the EM HiEd Project Website.  In that the course offerings within the certificate program are evenly divided between domestic and international disaster management subjects, Dr. Westhoff thought it would be best to include a program description in both places -- which we agreed to do.  Will also duplicate in the "Distance Learning" section, in that all courses offered under the certificate can be taken distance learning as well as in the classroom.  Dr. Westhoff noted that student interest in this certificate program has been showing continuing modest growth.  Will revise the current inaccurate certificate description found on the website.  For additional information, Dr. Westhoff can be reached at:  wwesthof@hsc.usf.edu

April 16, 2003 -- Also talked with Dr. George Buck at USF who notes that he is developing a proposal to develop a terrorism-oriented Certificate in Consequence Management to be offered out of the School of Public Health.  Noted that he would forward copies of several terrorism-related course syllabi that he already teaches -- for uploading to the Syllabi Compilation section of the EM HiEd Project website.  For further information, Dr. Buck can be reached at:  gbuck@hsc.usf.edu.

(16)  University of Washington, Masters in Strategic Planning For Critical Infrastructures--Leadership Program for Homeland Security:
April 17, 2003 -- Received update from Dr. Trisha Dvorak, Senior Program Manager, University of Washington Extension, on the development at UW, in partnership with the Washington State National Guard, of an online graduate Masters Program in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures, designed "to train managers in the strategic decision-making required to prevent and counter threats to the country's critical infrastructure and public health.  Dr. Dvorak notes that course development is going well and that the degree is pending approval by the UW Board of Regents and the Higher Education Coordinating Board -- expected in June, thus allowing the program to be implemented the Fall Quarter, 2003.

As proposed, to earn this master's degree, students will need to complete 45 credits (14 core courses); an additional 11 credits (3 courses) may be required for individuals needing to build specific background knowledge or skills -- "Students new to this field are required to take three courses providing fundamentals of database management, geographic information systems (GIS) and systems analysis."  Seven of the 14 core courses will focus on methods and processes related to planning and monitoring critical infrastructures, and general management and leadership.  Six of the 14 core courses will focus on substantive knowledge related to critical infrastructure systems, providing a working knowledge of these systems, the hazards confronting them, and preventive measures.  Courses will also provide a working knowledge of epidemiological factors, biological processes, and chemical hazards and measures to reduce and respond to risks.  The courses that have been proposed for the new Masters Program are:

Methods and Process Courses:

Introduction to Comprehensive Emergency Management

Constitutional Issues in Homeland Security

Strategic Planning Practicum I (processes, contingency planning, problem solving, systems and policy analysis)

Strategic Planning Practicum II (analytic methods, GIS, and risk management)

Strategic Planning Practicum III (continues application of methods and substantive knowledge to cases)

Risk Management

Applied Geo-Spatial Analysis

Content Courses:

Critical Infrastructure Systems I:  Transportation, Power and Fuel Systems, Water Supply

Critical Infrastructure Systems II: Cyberterrorism and Communication Systems

Critical Infrastructure Systems III: Emergency Services, Public Health, Epidemic Investigation and Disease Control

Critical Infrastructure Systems IV: Government Services, Banking and Finance

Epidemiology of Biological and Chemical Hazards I:  Principles

Epidemiology of Biological and Chemical Hazards II: Applications

Capstone Course:  Development of a Case Study

These course either have been or are being developed by the UW Department of Urban Design and Planning with collaboration by the UW School of Public Health and Community Medicine.  Applications are currently being taken for Fall Quarter 2003 -- go to:  http://www.extension.washington.edu/evedeg/graduate/mspci.asp.  For additional information, contact Dr. Dvorak at:  tdvorak@ese.washington.edu.
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