	Introduction to the Public Assistance Process
IS-630



Lesson 5: Course Summary

Congratulations on completing all four lessons in this course. You are now at Lesson 5: Course Summary. This summary is loosely based on the concept of the television show “Hollywood Squares.” The purpose of this summary is to check your knowledge before taking the final test. You must take the final test to receive credit for this course.

This summary is modified for your purposes. Here are the rules.

· You will hear a series of questions.

· After each question, listen to the answer that is given. 

· The statement may be right or wrong.

· You must AGREE or DISAGREE with the answer to the question.

· You will be given the correct response immediately afterwards so you may wish to pause to give yourself time to decide on the correct response.

Question:
What occurs during Project Formulation?

Answer:
Gee, I think that during Project Formulation public hearings are held to ensure there is support for the proposed project.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. Project Formulation involves completing documentation to establish that the applicant’s project meets the Public Assistance Eligibility criteria.

Question:
What is the purpose of the Public Assistance Program?

Answer:
Hmm….This program is a very important one to our State. During the great flood of 2000, we used the Public Assistance Program to award grants to the business community to help get the economy working again.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. The Public Assistance Program awards grants to State and local governments and certain private nonprofit entities to help with the response and recovery process.

Question:
Who can request Federal disaster assistance?

Answer:
Let’s see, I think it’s the governor.

If you AGREED, you are correct. The governor requests Federal disaster assistance.

Question:
What form is used to indicate an applicant’s intent to apply for disaster assistance through the Public Assistance Program?

Answer:
You’re asking about the form used to show you intend to apply. I’m pretty certain you’d use the Project Worksheet to indicate that you plan to apply for Public Assistance.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. The form used is the Request for Public Assistance.

Question:
What is the purpose of the Kickoff Meeting?

Answer:
You know that I have attended numerous Kickoff Meetings. So I can say with certainty that these meetings are an opportunity for all the key players to meet each other and form a good working relationship. By the end of the meeting, the applicant should have everything needed to identify and begin working on a Public Assistance project.

If you AGREED, you are correct. The purpose of a Kickoff Meeting is to ensure that the applicant has the information necessary to identify and complete a Public Assistance project.

Question:
Blue County has a depot over in Green County. Blue County was declared eligible for Federal disaster assistance and Green County was not. The depot in Green sustained flood damage. Can Public Assistance funds be used for repairs to the depot?

Answer:
Let me see if I have this right. Blue County is declared and owns a depot over in Green County. Since Blue County owns the depot, it doesn’t matter if the depot is not in an undeclared county.

Did you DISAGREE? If you did you are correct. The facility itself must be in a declared county to be eligible for Public Assistance funding.

Question:
What is the purpose of the Small Project Validation process?

Answer:
Let’s see…The validation process helps make sure that the total square footage of the area being impacted by the proposed project is under the size limitation for small projects.

If you DISAGREED your answer is correct. 

Question:
Who makes the final decision if a county is eligible for Federal disaster assistance?

Answer:
I will say it’s the President who makes that decision.

If you AGREED, your answer is correct. The President decides if a county will be declared eligible for Federal disaster assistance.

Question: 
Why do applicants complete Project Worksheets?

Answer:
After completing a Project Worksheet, the applicant can use the form to see which Federal agency will provide the most funding for the potential project. In other words, the Project Worksheet allows them to shop for funding.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. Applicants complete Project Worksheets to provide FEMA with a detailed scope of work and an accurate cost estimate for each project.

Question:
What happens if an applicant receives insurance proceeds covering some of the damage? 

Answer:
Applicants with insurance make out really well. They get the Public Assistance grant, and they can also pocket the insurance proceeds.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. The amount of insurance proceeds, if known or anticipated, is deducted from the eligible costs covered by a Public Assistance grant. By reducing the eligible amount by the insurance proceeds, FEMA eliminates the duplication of benefits to repair the same facility.

Question:
Can you cite an example of a private nonprofit organization that might be eligible to receive a Public Assistance grant?

Answer:
I think I remember that the local private nonprofit free health care clinic received PA funding.

If you AGREED, you are correct. A nonprofit organization that provides custodial care services for the elderly is eligible for Public Assistance.

Question:
Would a facility that had been closed down a few months before a disaster be eligible for Public Assistance? 

Answer:
Yes, the facility would be eligible as long as that building had previously been open to the public before it was taken out of use.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. To be an eligible facility for a Public Assistance grant, it must be open to the public and in active use at the time of the disaster.

Question:
The Happy Farms dam was breached by floodwaters. Happy Farms is a private for Profit Company. Can the dam be repaired using Public Assistance funds?

Answer:
I think the people at Happy Farms will be unhappy to learn that the answer is no. Because the farm is a private-for-profit company, it is not eligible to receive Public Assistance funding.

If you AGREED, you are correct. Private-for-profit organizations are not eligible to receive Public Assistance funding.

Question:
Name one of the Public Assistance Coordinator’s or PAC responsibilities.
Answer:
As a PAC, I am often called on to coordinate with my State counterparts and to work in partnership to resolve any problems or issues.

If you AGREED, you are correct. 

Question:
If a hurricane blew the roof off an elementary school causing minor damage to the heating system, can Public Assistance funds be used to cover an upgrade to a more energy-efficient heating system?

Answer:
Saving energy is an important national goal but, unfortunately, this type of improvement is not covered by the Public Assistance Program.

If you AGREED, you are correct.
Question:
What is the name of the act that governs the Public Assistance Program?

Answer:
It is the Disaster and Public Welfare Act of 1998.
If you DISAGREED, you are correct. The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Public Law 93-288, as amended governs FEMA Public Assistance Program.

Question:
Who completes the recovery actions and accounts to the State for the use of Public Assistance grant funds?

Answer:
I should really know this one. I think that responsibility falls on the applicant.

If you AGREED, you are correct. The applicant completes the recovery actions and accounts to the State for the use of Public Assistance grant funds.

Question:
Who conducts the Applicants’ Briefings? 

Answer:
I think it is the FEMA Public Affairs staff.

If you DISAGREED, you are correct. The State is responsible for conducting one or more Applicants’ Briefings for potential Public Assistance applicants.

CONGRATULATIONS! YOU HAVE COMPLETED LESSON 5: THE COURSE SUMMARY.

YOU ARE NOW READY FOR THE COURSE EXAM.
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