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Handout #1 - FIRMS


Flood Insurance Rate Maps - FIRMS

· FEMA has funded and prepared maps that identify flood-prone areas for most communities in the country.
· The maps are based on surveys of elevation, special hazards, and site-specific hydrologic characteristics.

· These maps, called Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), indicate areas of special flood risk.
· The maps are the basis for regulating new floodplain construction.
· Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS) include flood elevations and other hazard information needed to protect new construction from flood damage.

· Zones on the maps

· A Zones indicate a risk of flooding or flash flooding from streams or rivers. They are located along rivers, streams, etc., and indicate a risk of flooding or flash flooding.

· V Zones indicate a risk of flooding accompanied by wave action. They are located in coastal areas and indicate a risk of flooding accompanied by wave action.

· Flood maps may need to change:
· To correct non flood related features like corporate limits.

· To include better elevation data

· To revise flood data

· To submit new flood data

· To reflect a flood control project.
· Detailed studies for communities, called Flood Insurance Studies (FIS) combine flood information and FIRMS.
·    Flood maps can be ordered by communities from a toll-free map distribution center in Jessup, MD.

