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Theoretical Perspectives and Methods Applied 

to Emergency Management
EMGT 653.50



Texts
1. Stallings, Robert A. (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.  ISBN: 1-4010-7970-9

2. McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C.  Thomas.  ISBN: 978-0-398-07744-0. Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
Course Description
Catolog Description: Sociological theories are applied to emergency management issues and challenges in order to provide a perspective for gaining insight and understanding as well as directing effective action and planning.  Research methods are applied to emergency management settings to provide practical skills for emergency management personnel to be able to use.  The goal is to enable the practitioner to digest such information, determine what kinds of information may be needed to facilitate his or her work, as well as to contribute to the basic design and interpretation of appropriate methodology and analysis.
Theory provides us with the structure and framework from which we develop tools to understand our social world.  This course will apply a variety of these theoretical perspectives to facilitate an understanding of human behavior and social organizations.  Emergency managers who possess this theoretical insight will be more effective in developing plans for responding to the needs of their communities.  
Course Goals and Objectives
The primary objective of this course is to provide the student with a framework for thinking about disasters in sociological terms and as social events.  We will focus on theory, methods and application.  The theory of disasters is not cohesive; some scholars focus on the macro structures while others focus on micro structures.  Within this context, some scholars focus on the functions of institutions within society, while others focus on individuals.  Thus, the field’s roots in sociology start in the functionalist, conflict and symbolic interaction approaches of sociology.  

It is important to note that disaster research is a multidisciplinary field and as such the emergency manager needs to be not only cognizant of various schools of theory but up-to-date with the research in the field.  This course will provide an overview of the various disciplines as they apply to emergency management.  
By the end of this course the student will be expected to be able to:

· Describe, explain, differentiate and apply various theoretical perspectives to explain phenomena observed in the field as well as in research findings.

· Draw from various theoretical perspectives to generate possible hypotheses that could explain observed behavioral patterns.

·  Apply various theoretical perspectives to explain hypotheses and empirical generalizations.
· Assess the limitations of current theory in explaining disaster research findings.

· Critically evaluate previously published disaster research findings to determine the extent to which they have been informed by various theoretical perspectives.

· Develop a personal perspective that bridges the gap between practitioner and academic when it comes to theory and practice.

· Describe, differentiate, interpret and use various methods used to gather data in this field.

· Discern methodological problems common to field studies in disaster research.

· Discuss significant field study work previously conducted by leading researchers and note the practical importance of their work.

· Digest and employ survey research methods.

· Apply and interpret basic methods of quantitative data analysis.

· Identify the challenges and techniques used in media studies.

· Assess the problems associated with cross-national and comparative disaster research.

· Develop a personal perspective on the efficacy of public-private partnerships involving practitioners and academics.

· Continue to develop and apply critical thinking skills.

· Continue to demonstrate a professional code of ethics.

· Continue to navigate library resources.

· Continue to navigate online emergency management resources.

Evaluation

Your grade will be made up of several items.  There are ten (10) reaction papers, each worth 10 points.  Your participation on the discussion board each week, asking a question and answering a question, is worth 30 points.  You will also be involved in a group wiki-project, worth 100 points.  In addition, your participation in class discussions is worth 25 points.  

Attendance

I shouldn’t need to tell you that there is a direct correlation between class attendance and scholarly achievement.   You are in a graduate class.  It is expected that you will read ALL assignments BEFORE class and have something meaningful to contribute to the class.  This class is not an obstacle to you attaining your degree, but a chance to learn new knowledge that can be applied in your chosen profession.  You should invest time to read and prepare for the classes by thinking and writing daily, in this way we will be able to create a learning environment worth your time and commitment.

Though there is no grade for attendance, your attendance will influence my decision should you be in a borderline position, i.e., between one grade and another.  It will also influence whether I accept any extra credit from you.  
If you miss class you are responsible for getting any notes from one of your class mates.  If you miss an assignment, these CANNOT be made up.  I DO NOT allow make-ups or accept late papers.  If you have extenuating circumstances for missing an exam or submitting a paper, please contact me immediately.  

Classroom
Throughout the semester you are required to meet in a virtual classroom once a week.  This classroom is to be used for discussion of the readings that you are to prepare for that week.  Feedback and discussion amongst your peers is an important learning tool.  We all have different experiences and different ideas that we pick up on.  Sharing these ideas and understandings will enable others to understand better.  I do not lecture in these classroom situations unless we meet a new term that most do not understand, therefore, it is very important that you have read the materials and prepared for this class, and that you participate in the discussions.  You are graduate students and as such most of your learning is now peer-related.
To get to the classroom in Blackboard, click on the tab marked “COMMUNICATION.”  You will be given a list, click on “LIVE CLASSROOMS.”  The first time that you use a classroom in Blackboard you are required to run the Setup Wizard.  Make sure that you run this at least the day before our first class meeting so that you can resolve any problems that may arise before class.  The classroom should show up as “EMGT CLASSROOM.”  Click on this to enter.  You are now in the classroom.  You should be able to see a list of people that join the classroom when it is in session; otherwise it will be empty.   

Readings
Be aware that this is a graduate class AND a theory class.  There is a lot of reading.  If, for any reason, you feel you cannot commit to the time needed to read for this course please feel free to drop this course.

· McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C.  Thomas.  ISBN: 978-0-398-07744-0.

       
Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Stallings, Robert A. (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.  ISBN: 1-4010-7970-9
· Other readings as assigned and available through Blackboard (see syllabus)
· Documentaries and commentaries will also be available through Blackboard 

Students are also encouraged to stay on top of current disaster events and homeland security issues by reading local or national newspapers, or their electronic equivalents such as The New York Times (www.nytimes.com), or The Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.com). 

Other useful homeland security/emergency management/news sources include www.dhs.gov, www.fema.gov, www.homelandsecurity.org, www.disasterrelief.org, www.reliefweb.org, and www.cnn.com.

Journals which students may want to become familiar with include: Australian Journal of Emergency Management, Disasters, Disaster Prevention and Management, Journal of Emergency Management, Journal of Crisis and Contingency Management, Journal of Homeland Security, International Journal of Emergency Management,  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters (http://www.ijmed.org/). 
Excellent websites that cover disasters and emergency management include: The Natural Hazards Centre (http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/), and the Disaster Research Centre (http://www.udel.edu/DRC/). 
Participation
Though your actual attendance is not graded, you will be graded on your participation in the class.  Participation is worth 25 points.  You are expected to read the assignments BEFORE class and to come to class prepared to discuss the issues.  Do not be afraid to speak with your thoughts and views, or to ask questions.  We are all colleagues in this course; we have different backgrounds and experience.  We interpret things slightly differently.  You are not only encouraged to participate in class, it is a requirement.   This is a very intensive course and your contribution will help guide our understanding of the material.  
Participation is worth 25 points.

Reaction Papers
For each week’s reading you will turn in a short 2 full page or 3 page paper of your interpretation of those readings.  You should not give me summaries of each article, I know the articles.  These papers are intended to be a synthesis of YOUR understanding of the articles and how they fit into the broader topic of disasters and disaster research.  Remember, that different people will see different things in the articles.  Also, just because these articles are published in peer-reviewed journals does not mean that they are perfect.  As graduate students you should begin to feel comfortable critiquing these articles; you too are a ‘professional’ in your field.  However, make sure that your critiques are grounded in an informed sociological context, that is, that you are critiquing their ideas, methodology, conclusions etc, rather than the way they write.  
These papers will be graded on the originality of your ideas and your understanding of the material.  These reaction papers are due each week on the day BEFORE class, i.e., before midnight on Wednesday night.  Submit them through the digital drop box.  You must submit 10 out of the 13 reaction papers.  
Each paper is worth 10 points.  100 points total.  
Discussion Board 
Each week you will make two posts on the discussion board.  Your first post is a question.  Based on the readings due for that week you will post one question.  This question must be a substantial question, that is, one that does not require just a yes or no answer, or something similar.  These questions should arise out of the theories/methodological aspects of the articles; they should be related to broader issues within disaster research.   For example, what do you think is missing in the articles that you have read?  Did one article bring up an issue that the others did not answer?  
Your second post should be a reply to someone else’s question.    This again cannot be a yes or no reply; you must provide a more substantial answer, one based on your ability to reason and your understanding of the theories and methodological aspects we have learned throughout the semester.  You may also bring in any life experiences that you believe may help to highlight your understanding and provide examples.   Each week you must answer a different person’s question, so you will interact with about 15 people through the course.
We are all colleagues in this course and have differing levels of expertise and experience in our backgrounds.  Our interpretations of the material are, therefore, going to be slightly different.  There is nothing wrong with this.  It is encouraged as this will help guide our understanding of the material.
Discussion board is worth 30 points.

Group Project

Each person will be placed within a group, about five (5) members per group for this group project.  This group project is a large undertaking; you will develop several different skills through this project.  You must all contribute to the project, do not leave it for others to develop the project as your team members will have a chance to grade you on your efforts.  
By the end of the project you will have produced a proposal which applies the relevant theories and research methods appropriately.  The proposals will be shared online and critiqued by the other groups.  

There are several parts to the project.  Initially, you need to create an account on intodit.com (a wiki site).  Instructions for doing this are available in Blackboard.  The first part of this project involves investigating a disaster and producing a literature review of that disaster.  You can use websites and media, but you must also use peer-reviewed journals for your research.  You also need to provide a theoretical analysis of this disaster using theories that we have discussed in class.  Remember that though you are seeing these theories in isolation as written by academics, disaster research is an holistic field, and you are practitioners.  You need to use as many of these theories as you feel fit to understand the context of the disaster.  You also need to look at using these theories to explain how others could arrive at incorrect assumptions about human behavior.  A literature review is a major undertaking; do not believe that a couple of sources will fulfill this requirement.  

The second part of this project involves the application of research techniques to investigating this disaster.   How would you go about researching this disaster?  Why is the method you are choosing more appropriate than others?  Explain your design and methods to be used.  What do you see as being the ultimate outcome of the research?

The third part of this project is to write a proposal to a funding agency to gain funds to support your research.
Grading of this project will be accomplished in several different ways.  You will be required to critique the members of your team based on a rubric.  You will also be required to critique the wikis produced by the other groups.  These two critiques will make up 50% of your grade for this project.  The other 50% is the actual work that you do based on a rubric I have set, and the grade that your team members and other teams provide for your efforts and project.

Important note:  I should not have to say this as you are graduate students, however I will.  Wikipedia is NOT an acceptable source for citation in an academic paper.  Do NOT use Wikipedia.  Wikipedia’s information can be written by anybody from the public- you are producing a collaborative, professional piece based on research that you have undertaken.  However, you do not know the accuracy of the information presented.  Peer-reviewed journals provide articles on research that has been reviewed by other professionals in the field and can, therefore, be cited with some degree of authority on the subject.  Having said that, many Wikipedia sites do have reference sections at the end, many which are from peer reviewed journals.  These may aid you in your search for information.   

For further assistance on writing your papers you can access The Chryst Writing Center, located in room 109B in Chryst Hall, right next to the Infirmary.  Phone: 717.872.3183.  Email: GAfor.Win@millersville.edu.  Website:  www.millersville.edu/english/writingcenter/.

Project is due Thursday 29th April.
Group project is worth 100 points.
Academic Integrity

Let me be clear on this all work done by a student must be 100% your own, original composition.  Plagiarism and/or cheating will NOT be tolerated.  Plagiarism includes copying from texts, websites, and the work of other classmates, allowing others to copy your work, and failure to cite relevant sources appropriately.  Being accused of plagiarism is a serious academic issue and can get you thrown out of school.  At the very least you WILL fail this class and it WILL be recorded in your academic record.  As you must hand In all these assignments online it is very easy for me to copy a sentence of your work and google it.  I can then find out whether your work is actually your own, or whether you have copied from another work.
It is your responsibility to cite sources.  If you do not know how to cite sources appropriately, then you should obtain a copy of a style manual, such as the APA, which will provide you with directions on how to cite appropriately or correctly.  Use it for your assignments.  

If you are unsure as to what entails plagiarism, check out this website http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.  For more information regarding academic integrity please see the web site:  www.millersville.edu/english/community/acadint/.

Grading
	
	Points

	Reaction Papers (10x10 points each)
	100 points

	Discussion Board
	  30 points

	Class Participation
	  25 points

	Group Project
	100 points

	Total Points
	255 points


Grade Distribution

	Points
	Grade

	230-255
	A

	200-229
	B

	175-199
	C

	150-174
	D

	149 and below
	F


Schedule
	
	Date
	Topic
	Due Dates

	1
	
	Introduction/Syllabus
	

	2
	
	Theory and its use in Emergency Management
	Readings/ questions

	3
	
	Approaches to Disaster Research – Sociological Perspectives
	Readings/ questions

	4
	
	Approaches to Disaster Research – Sociological Perspectives continued
	Readings/ questions

	5
	
	Approaches to Disaster Research – Disaster Mythology
	Readings/ questions

	6
	
	Approaches to Disaster Research - Disaster Paradigms
	Readings/ questions

	7
	
	Disciplines in Emergency Management
	Readings/ questions

	8
	
	Applying Theory to Emergency Management
	Readings/ questions

	9
	
	Recess
	

	10
	
	Methods of Disaster Research
	Readings/ questions

	11
	
	Field Research – Qualitative Analysis
	Readings/ questions

	12
	
	Field Research – Quantitative Analysis
	Readings/ questions

	13
	
	Additional Research Methods
	Readings/ questions

	14
	
	Challenges Faced by Disaster researchers 
	Readings/ questions

	15
	
	The Future of Disaster Research
	Readings/ questions Group Project Due 

	16
	
	Presentations and review
	

	17
	
	
	


This is a very brief look at what each week’s topic will be.  For the articles you need to read for each week’s class please see the extended outline below.

Course Outline
Week 1
: 
Introductions

· Course Introduction
· Course requirements

· Disaster experiences

· Group Project expectations

· Primary Research Journals, Influential Books, and Important Websites
Week 2: 

Theory and its use in Emergency Management

· What is Theory?
·  Is theory fantasy or reality?
· Function or purpose of Theory
· Levels of theoretical analysis
· Early and Contemporary Theorists in Disaster Research
· All Hazards Approach
· Application Experiences 
Reading Assignments:
· Hewitt, Kenneth (1998) “Excluded Perspectives in the Social Construction of Disasters.” In What is a Disaster? Perspectives on the Question.  Routledge, London.

· McEntire, David A. (2007) “The Importance of Multi- and Inter-disciplinary Research on Disasters and for Emergency Management” Chapter 1 In McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 

  
Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Oliver-Smith, Anthony (2002) “Theorizing Disasters: Nature, Power, and Culture.” In Susanna Hoffman and Anthony Oliver-Smith (eds.) Catastrophe and Culture.  Santa Fe: School of American Research

· Quarantelli, E.L. (1987) “Disaster Studies: An Analysis of the Social Historical Factors Affecting the Development of Research in the Area.”  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters.  5(3): 285-310.

· Quarantelli, E.L. (1981) “An Agent Specific or an All Disaster Spectrum Approach to Socio-Behavioral Aspects of Earthquakes?”  Preliminary Paper, Dept of Sociology, DRC, Ohio State University.

Work Due:
· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 3: 
Approaches to Disaster Research
· Sociological Perspectives 
· What does sociology teach us about behavior?

· Emerging paradigms from the sociological literature

Reading Assignments:

· Stallings, Robert A. (2002) “Weberian Political Sociology and Sociological Disaster Studies.”  Sociological Forum, 17(2): 281-305

· Drabek, Thomas E. (2007) “Sociology, Disasters and Emergency Management: History, Contributions, and Future Agenda.” Chapter 5 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.     
Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Peacock, Walter G., and Kathleen Ragsdale (1997) “Social Systems, Ecological Networks and Disasters.”  In Walter G. Peacock, Betty Hearn Morrow, and Hugh Gladwin (eds.) (1997) Hurricane Andrew: Ethnicity, Gender, and the Sociology of Disaster.  New York: Routledge.

· Boyce, James (2000) “Let Them Eat Risk? Wealth, Rights and Disaster Vulnerability.”  Disasters 24(3): 254-261.

· Neal, David M. (1994) “Effective Emergency Management: Reconsidering the Bureaucratic Approach.”  Disasters 19(4): 327-337
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 4: 

Approaches to Disaster Research

· Sociological Paradigms continued

· Application of sociology
· Social Vulnerability

· Special Populations

· Race

· Class

· Gender

· Social Movements

Reading Assignments:

· Klinenberg, Eric (1999) “Denaturalizing Disaster: A Social Autopsy of the 1995 Chicago Heat Wave.” Theory and Society.  28:239-295.

· Fothergill, Alice, Enrique Maestas, and JoAnne Darlington (1999) “Race, Ethnicity and Disasters in the United States: A Review of the Literature.” Disasters 23(2): 156-173.

· Enarson, Elaine (1998) “Through Women’s Eyes: A Gendered Research Agenda for Disaster Social Science.” Disasters 22(2): 157-173.

· Dash, Nicole, Walter G. Peacock, and Betty H. Morrow (1997) “And the Poor Get Poorer.” In Walter G. Peacock, Betty Hearn Morrow and Hugh Gladwin (eds.) (1997) Hurricane Andrew: Ethnicity, Gender, and the Sociology of Disasters.  New York: Routledge.

· Neal, David M. and Brenda D. Phillips (1990) “Female-Dominated Local Social Movement Organizations in Disaster-Threat Situations.”  In Guida West and Lois Blumberg (1990) Women and Social Protest.  New York: Oxford.

Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 5: 

Approaches to Disaster Research

· Disaster Mythology
· What is disaster mythology?

· What are the myths?

· How are they represented in society?

· What problems does this cause?
Reading Assignments:

· Mitchell, Jerry T., Deborah S.K. Thomas, Arleen A. Hill, and Susan L. Cutter (2000) “Catastrophe in Reel Life versus Real Life: Perpetuating Disaster Myth through Hollywood Films.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters.  18(3): 383-402.

· Webb, Gary R. (2006) “The Popular Culture of Disaster: Exploring a New Dimension in Disaster Research.”  In Handbook of Disaster Research.  New York: Springer.

· Scanlon, Joseph (2007) “Research about the Mass Media nd Disaster: Never (Well Hardly Ever) The Twain Shall Meet” Chapter 6 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
Media Assignment:

· South Park Episode: “Two Days Before the Day After Tomorrow” http://www.southparkstudios.com/search/?search=dam
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 6: 
Approaches to Disaster Research
· Disaster Paradigms

· The All Hazards Approach

· Social Vulnerability

· Risk Perception

· Culture

Reading Assignments:

· Dyer, Christopher L. and James R. McGoodwin (1999) “’Tell Them We’re Hurting’: Hurricane Andrew, The Culture of Response, and The Fishing Peoples of South Florida and Louisiana.”  Pp 213-231 In Anthony Oliver-Smith and Susanna M. Hoffman (1999) The Angry Earth: Disaster in Anthropological Perspective.  New York: Routledge.

· Hoffman, Susanna (2002) “The Monster and the Mother: The Symbolism of Disaster.” In Susanna Hoffman and Anthony Oliver-Smith (eds.) (2002) Catastrophe and Culture.  Santa Fe: School of American Research.

· Rodríguez, Havidán, Walter Díaz, Jennifer M. Santos and Benigno E. Aguirre (2006) “Communicating Risk and Uncertainty: Science, Technology, and Disasters at the Crossroads.” In Handbook of Disaster Research.  New York: Springer.
· Fischhof, Baruch, Stephen Watson and Chris Hope (1984) “Defining Risk.” Policy Sciences 17: 123-139.

· Cross, John A. (2001) “Megacities and Small Towns: Different Perspectives on Hazard Vulnerability.”  Environmental Hazards 3: 63-80.

Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 7: 

Disciplines in Emergency Management
· Geography
· Organizations

· Economics

· Management
Reading Assignments:

· Diane Vaughan (1999) “The Dark Side of Organizations: Mistake, Misconduct, and Disaster.”  Annual Review of Sociology 25: 271-305.
· Kenda, James M.  (2007) “Geography’s Contributions to Understanding Hazards and Disasters.”  Chapter 2 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Clower, Terry (2007) “Economic Applications in Disaster Research, Mitigation and Planning.” Chapter 18 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Waugh, William L. (2007) “Public Administration, Emergency Management and Disaster.”  Chapter 11 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Nicholson, William Charles (2007) “Emergency Management and Law.”  Chapter 19 In McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 8
: 
Applying Theory to Emergency Management
· Theory Applied to Understanding 
· Need for Advances in Theory in Disaster Research

Reading Assignments:

· Quarantelli, E.L. (1994) “Disaster Studies: The Consequences of the Historical Use of a Sociological Approach in the Development of Research.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters.  12:25-49.

· Auf der Heide, Erik (1989) “The Apathy Factor.” Chapter 2 in Disaster Response: Principles of Preparation and Coordination.
· Neal, David M. (1997) “Reconsidering the Phases of Disaster.”  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 15(2): 239-264.

· Tierney, Kathleen (1999) “Toward a Critical Sociology of Risk.” Sociological Forum 14: 215-214.

· Pipes, Tisha Slagle (2007) “Information Disasters and Disaster Information:  Where Information Science Meets Emergency Management.”  Chapter 23 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 9: 
Spring Break – No Classes 
Week 10: 

Methods of Disaster Research
· The Relationship between Theory and Methods

· Goals and Ethics of Research

· Types of Research Methods in Social Science

· Methods in Disaster Research

· The First Study: Prince and the 1917 Halifax Explosion

· Early Traditions

· Recent Additions

Reading Assignments:

· McEntire, David A. and Sarah Mathis (2007) “Comparative Politics and Disasters: Assessing Substantive and Methodological Contributions.”  Chapter 13 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.     Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
·  Stallings, Robert A. (2002) “Methods of Disaster Research: Unique or Not?” Pp. 21-44 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.
· Drabek, Thomas E. (2002) “Following Some Dreams: Recognizing Opportunities, Posing Interesting Questions, and Implementing Alternative Methods.”  Pp. 127-153 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Kendra, James M. and Tricia Wachtendorf (2003) “Reconsidering Convergence and Converger Legitimacy in Response to the World Trade Center Disaster.”  Social Problems and Public Policy 11: 97-122.

Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 11: 

Field Research – Qualitative Analysis

· What is Field Research?
· Case Study Illustrations

· Methodological Problems Encountered in Field Research

· Data Analysis, Interpretation and Reporting Observations

· The Disaster Research Centre (DRC) Tradition

· Employing Additional Methodologies

· Interviews

· Observation Techniques

· Participant Observation vs. Detached Observation

Reading Assignments:

· Phillips, Brenda (2002) “Qualitative Analysis.”  Pp. 194-211 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Killian, Lewis M. (2002) “An Introduction to Methodological Problems of Field Studies in Disasters.” Pp. 49-93 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Quarantelli, E.L. (2002) “The Disaster Research Center (DRC) Field Studies of Organized Behavior in the Crisis Time Period of Disasters.”  Pp. 94-126 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Rodriquez, Havidan, Tricia Wachtendorf, James Kendra, and Joseph Trainor (2006) “A Snapshot of the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami: Societal Impacts and Consequences.”  Disaster Prevention and Management.  15(1): 163-177.
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 12: 

Field Research – Quantitative Analysis

· What is Survey Research?
· Types and Techniques

· The Questionnaire

· Telephone Interviews

· Face-to-Face Interviews

· Preparing Survey Instruments

· Methodological Problems and Limitations

· Digesting and Interpreting Quantitative Data

· Preparing for and Conducting Data Analysis

· Basic Statistical Tools, Use and Interpretation

· Computer Software Commonly Used

· Interpreting and Reporting Findings

Reading Assignments:

· Bourque, Linda B., Kimberley I. Shoaf, and Loc H. Nguyen (2002) “Survey Research.”  Pp. 157-193 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Dombrowsky, Wolf R. (2002) “Methodological Changes and Challenges in Disaster Research: Electronic Media and the Globalization of Data Collection.”  Pp. 305-319 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Dash, Nicole (2002) “The Use of Geographic Information Systems in Disaster Research.”  Pp. 320-333 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Neal, David M. (1994) “The Consequences of Excessive Unrequested Donations: The Case of Hurricane Andrew.”  Disaster Management 6(1): 23-28.
· Aguirre, Benigno E. (1988) “The Lack of Warnings Before the Saragosa Tornado.”  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 6(1): 65-74.

Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 13: 

Field Research: Content Analysis

· What Are They?

· Types and Techniques

· Illustrations

· What are they Used For?

· Preparing for Data Analysis

· Interpreting and Reporting Findings

Reading Assignments:

· Lombardi, Marco (2002) “Media Studies.”  Pp. 251-265 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Scanlon, Joseph (2007) “Research about the Mass Media and Disaster: Never (Well Hardly Ever) The Twain Shall Meet” Chapter 6 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.    Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 14: 
Additional Research Methods

· Use of Existing Data
· Examples

· Problems and Limitations

· Techniques

· Reporting Findings

· Historical Analysis

· Examples

· Problems and Limitations

· Techniques

· Interpretation and Reporting

· Unobtrusive Studies

· Examples

· Problems and Limitations

· Techniques

· Interpretation and Reporting

Reading Assignments:

· Scanlon, Joseph (2002) “Rewriting a Living Legend: Researching the 1917 Halifax Explosion.” Pp. 266-301 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Sylves, Richard T. (2007) “U.S. Disaster Policy and Management in an Era of Homeland Security.”  Chapter 10 In McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.    Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Week 15: 
Challenges Faced by those doing research on disasters
· Problems associated with cross-national and comparative disaster research
· Problems associated with conducting disaster research in “developing nations”

· Challenges faced in developing public-private partnerships

· Challenges faced in developing practitioner-academic partnerships

· The need for advances in all the above

Reading Assignments:

· McEntire, David A. (2007) International Relations and Disasters: Illustrating the Relevance of the Discipline to the Study and Profession of Emergency Management.” Chapter 12 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Pine, “Contribution of Management Theory and Practice to Emergency Management.”  Chapter 14 in McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· Fordham, Maureen (2006) “Disaster and Development Research and Practice: A Necessary Eclecticism?” In Handbook of Disaster Research.  New York: Springer.
· Tierney, Kathleen (2002) “The Field Turns Fifty: Social Change and the Practice of Disaster Fieldwork.”  Pp. 349-374 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

· Khondker, Habibul Haque (2002) “Problems and Prospects of Disaster Research in the Developing World: A Study of Bangladesh.”  Pp. 334-348 in Stallings, Robert A. (ed.) (2002) Methods of Disaster Research.  USA: Xlibris.

Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

· Group Wiki Project

Week 16: 

The Future of Disaster Research and Emergency Management

Reading Assignments:

· McEntire, David A. (2006) “Revolutionary and Evolutionary Change in Emergency Management: Assessing the Need for a Paradigm Shift and the Possibility of Progress in the Profession.”  In William L. Waugh Jr. (ed.) The Future of Emergency Management – Papers From the 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference.  
· McEntire, David A. and Sarah Smith (2007) “Making Sense of Consilience:  Reviewing the Findings and Relationship among Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.” Chapter 24 In McEntire, David A. (ed.) (2007) Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.   Http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp
· McEntire, David A. (2004) “Tenets of Vulnerability: An Assessment of a Fundamental Disaster Concept.” Journal of Emergency Management 2(2): 23-29.

Media Assignment:
· South Park Episode: “Two Days Before the Day After Tomorrow” http://www.southparkstudios.com/search/?search=dam
Work Due:

· Reaction Paper

· Discussion board question and answer

Presentations and Review
· Each group will give their group proposal presentation

· Other groups may critique

· Review the course – did we meet the objectives specified?
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