                                                                                                                                                                           Page 1 of 3 pages                                

EMER1010s07                                                                                                                                                       page 3 of 3 pages


COMMUNITY COLLEGE of RHODE ISLAND

Program in Emergency Management

EMER 1010
UNDERSTANDING  TERRORISM

Spring 2007
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to provide the student with an understanding of the definition, origins and development of terror as a means of influencing public policy decisions and in fostering transitions in public power to promote group goals.   The history and changing nature of terrorism will be considered.   Specific historical instances of the use of terror will be evaluated.   Its successes and failures will be examined and discussed.   Practical aspects and means of individual and community awareness of, preparation for and response to terrorist activity will be presented.

This course is intended for a broad audience of the general public interested in learning more about terrorism.   Knowledge increases understanding and mitigates fear of the process studied.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

  1.   Define terrorism.

  2.   Understand the Geography and Geopolitics of Terrorism.

  3.   Explore the “Clash of Civilizations” Theory and the Theory of “Just War”.

  4.   Explore the origins and history of terrorism.

  5.   Consider the changing role of terrorism through history.

  6.   Explain the characteristics and goals of terrorism.

  7.   Consider and discuss the justifications offered for terrorism.

  8.   Present and discuss the role of politics in terrorism.

  9.   Understand the role and effects of Media in terrorist activity.
  9.   Present and discuss the role of religion in terrorism.

11.   Consider recent examples of terrorist activity.

12.   Present and discuss the methods employed by terrorists.

13.   Consider the role of Homeland Security in countering terrorism.
14.   Discuss personal activities one can employ to overcome terrorist threats.
        All discussions include illustration with current examples of terrorist activity.

SYLLABUS
REQUIRED TEXT:  White, Jonathan R., Terrorism and Homeland Security, 
Fifth Edition:   Thomson - Wadsworth,  2006.

SUGGESTED REFERENCES:   Hoffman, Bruce.  Inside Terrorism.   New York, Columbia University Press, 1998.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1.   CLASS ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION:   As the maximum benefit to each student depends significantly upon the attendance of each student and active participation in each class discussion, either as leader or as participant, absence without prior approval of the instructor for good and sufficient cause, except in emergency, is unacceptable.   As part of each student's participation, each is required to find and turn in at the end of each class, one current (w/in last twelve months) article relating to the topic under discussion for the respective evening, thus being prepared with data with which to participate in the discussion. 

2.   RESEARCH and PRESENTATION:   Each student will be assigned a country or geographic area about which to research its relationship to terrorist activity and to make a fifteen (15) minute presentation of her/his findings to the class.   These presentations will be made based on a schedule to be provided instructor.   In the interest of fairness, assignments will be made two weeks in advance of the assigned presentation date, so each student has the same amount of research time prior to presentation.

3.  EXAMINATIONS:   Mid-term:   01 Mar 2007
                                    Final:         03 May 2007
 CLASS SCHEDULE
(7:00pm - 9:30pm)








ASSIGNMENTS/


 CLASS      DATE    
                   TOPIC                
REFERENCES 

01
18 Jan 07

Orientation & Introduction.

Handouts

                                      Defining Terrorism.



02
25 Jan 07

The Geopolitics of World 

Handouts





   Conflict.


03
01 Feb 07
What is Terrorism?

Text:  pp.      02 - 16




   Types, forms, characteristics

                                         and behaviors.


04
08 Feb 07
A Short History of Terrorism.
Video (take notes)



   Origins, Organizations and

Text:  pp.      17 - 28



         Motivations.

Handouts

05
15 Feb 07
The Role of Religion in

Text:  pp.      48 -  64




   Terrorism.


06
22 Feb 07
Terrorism and the Media

Text:  pp.    329 - 346

07
01 Mar 07
Mid-term Examination.
          All covered material.

`
08
08 Mar 07
Models/Methods of Terrorism:

Text:  pp.
    30 - 46





   Northern Ireland, Palestine, 



65 - 97




   Latin America.




                15 Mar 07
Spring Recess: No Class.


09
22 Mar 07
Internationalization of Terrorism:
Text  pp.      
99  - 177



   Palestine and the Middle East.


10
29 Mar 07
Nationalistic and Ethnic Terrorism:
Text:  pp.     178 - 205  .


11
05 Apr 07
Terrorism in the United States.
Text:  pp.     225 - 264

12
12 Apr 07
Terrorism in the United States
  “        “          “        “




    (cont’d.) 


13
19 Apr 07
Homeland Security Issues


Text: pp.       267- 289 



14
26 Apr 07
Policy, Liberty and Security:

Text:  pp.      291 - 338



   The Future.


15
03 May 07
Final Examination.
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