Sample Quiz 2
Question Bank for Instructors

Richard Sylves

Covers sessions 9-15
I.  TRUE-FALSE SECTION

Answer TRUE or FALSE [NOT “T” OR “F”] to the following questions.

1. The key organization representing state or state-level emergency managers is the International Emergency Management Association.

___________________(Ans. True)
2. Haddow and Bullock’s chapter on emergency response says that under current law the President can commandeer state National Guard units, effectively removing them from the control of respective governors.


___________________(Ans. True)
3. U.S. disaster policy is more “event driven” than it is driven by interest group politics and political lobbying.


___________________ (Ans. True)
4. Sylves chapter 3 on historical trends claims the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950 placed most of the civil defense burden on the states.

___________________ (Ans. True)
5. Today, once a president approves a governor’s request for a major disaster declaration, that state and its counties included in the declaration become eligible for federal assistance under the National Response Plan or Framework.
___________________ (Ans. True)
6. FEMA has major federal zoning powers it applies to local governments across the U.S.

___________________ (Ans. False)
7. Governors must prepare a damage assessment for FEMA and the president when they request presidential declarations of “emergency.”

___________________ (Ans. False)
8. Most of FEMA’s Individual and Family Assistance programs geared toward housing repair or reconstruction are “means tested” (the more money you make the less likely you are to qualify for aid.)

___________________ (Ans. True)
9. In the process of FEMA’s creation in 1979, President Carter made sure that FEMA would be a “civilian agency” that would not inherit secret civil defense duties of its predecessor federal agencies. 

___________________ (Ans. False)
10.  The U.S. Coast Guard is now part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
___________________ (Ans. False, it is part of Department of Homeland Security)
11. Restrictions imposed by the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 have significantly hampered or prohibited use of active military forces in recent U.S. disasters, like the Los Angeles Riots of 1992. 

___________________ (Ans. False)
12. Today, only governors have the power to deploy state National Guard units to sites of disaster (even the president cannot assume authority to deploy National Guard units without a governor’s permission). 
___________________ (Ans. False, presidents can federal National Guard when they deem it necessary but in most disasters presidents do not want to supersede governor control of respective National Guard units.)
13. North American Command (NORTHCOM) is chiefly concerned with the naval and port security of the United States. 
___________________ (Ans. False)

14.    In the U.S., state governments, not the federal government, regulate private insurance companies.


___________________ (Ans. True)

15. The Urban Area Security Initiative was a product of the Nunn-Lugar Laws of the late-1990s and today every urban area of the nation is funded to prepare for a weapon of mass destruction incident.


__________________ (Ans. True)
16. Sylves chapter 3 on historical trends claims the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950 placed most of the civil defense burden on the states.


__________________ (Ans. True)
17. Today, once a president approves a governor’s request for a major disaster declaration, that state and its counties included in the declaration become eligible for federal assistance under the National Response Plan or Framework.

___________________ (Ans. True)
18. Regional directors of FEMA, within their respective regions, have authority to review and make recommendations regarding approval or denial of governor requests for declarations of major disasters.


___________________ (Ans. True)
19. Congress requires that FEMA use arithmetic formulas to establish state deservedness for a governor-requested declaration of major disaster.


___________________ (Ans. False, FEMA recommends that States and localities refer to its criteria and arithmetic thresholds when contemplating requests for a presidential declaration of major disaster, but States and localities may still apply even if they do not meet the FEMA thresholds of deservedness because the president can ignore FEMA’s criteria and thresholds if he or she so desires. Also, Congress has long fought against strict criteria and formula thresholds for governor requests regarding major disaster.)
20. The Disaster Relief Act of 1974 granted the president authority to issue declarations of “emergency” to states.


___________________ (Ans. True)

21. Restrictions imposed by the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 have significantly hampered or prohibited use of active military forces in recent U.S. disasters, like the Los Angeles Riots of 1992.


___________________ (Ans. False, Posse Comitatus has NOT been a major obstacle in deploying the active military to disasters inside the U.S., and this includes the L.A. Riots of 1992.)
22. Mutual aid, as opposed to a memorandum of understanding, is a pre-arranged agreement to provide essential resources when local resources are inadequate to meet the needs of a disaster and it is usually mandated in law and negotiated as a legal contract.

___________________ (Ans. True)
23. FEMA cannot reimburse a VOLAG’s disaster relief expenses if the VOLAG hands out Bibles in the course of dispensing relief assistance to disaster victims.


___________________ (Ans. True)

24. Since 9/11/01, disaster management in the U.S. has become MORE federalized, not less federalized.


___________________ (Ans. True)

25. Horizontal fragmentation, rather than vertical fragmentation, results when federal, state, and local authorities fail to coordinate their emergency management responsibilities, when they act independent of one another, when they duplicate their efforts, work at cross-purposes, or when one level of government fails to carry out its obligations.

___________________ (Ans. False, What is described above is vertical fragmentation.)

26. Since 1988, the percentage of presidential TURNDOWNS of governor requests for presidential disaster declarations has been increasing. 

___________________ (Ans. False, reverse is true)
II. MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION

Circle the letter of the phrase that best corresponds with each statement.  Remember; circle only one letter to answer.  If two or more letters are circled full credit will be deducted.  (Credit weights may be determined at the discretion of the instructor).


1. The current strategic plan used by the U.S. government to guide disaster response is,

a) The National Response Plan

b) The National Incident Management System 

c) The National Response Framework

d) The Federal Response Plan

(Ans. is “c”)

2. Which disaster occurred just before FEMA was put into operation in 1979? President Carter assigned FEMA substantial responsibility for emergency response evacuation planning after the investigations that followed this disaster.

a) The Love Canal toxic contamination disaster

b) The Collapse of the Grand Teton dam 

c) The Three Mile Island nuclear power plant incident

d) The Bhopal, India toxic substance release disaster

(Ans. is “c”)


3. FEMA’s Project Impact of the Clinton administration did most to help cities address which phase of the disaster cycle?

a) Mitigation

b) Preparedness

c) Response

d) Recovery

(Ans. is “a”)


4. Haddow and Bullock’s Chapter on response discussed the Incident Command System (ICS) used in the field as part of the “tactical” operations of emergency management during, or shortly after, a disaster. ICS is part of this tactical plan.

a) The National Response Plan

b) The National Incident Management System 

c) The National Response Framework

d) The Federal Response Plan
(Ans. is “b”)


5. Which emergency responder occupation type currently has the closest formal relationship with FEMA and has units in FEMA dedicated to its work? 

a) Police officers

b) Emergency Medical/Public Health officials

c) Civil defense preparedness for nuclear attack officials

d) Firefighters

(Ans. is “d”)


6. This 1990s federal law, mentioned on the keyword list, is the original basis for the federal government’s preparedness program for a weapon of mass destruction terrorist attack inside the U.S. The law also facilitated a joint U.S.-international effort to help newly independent former Soviet Republics destroy their stocks of nuclear weapons.

a) Civil Defense Act

b) Nunn-Lugar Laws

c) U.S.A. Patriot Act

d) Homeland Security Act
(Ans. is “b”)

7. Which one comes closest to describing the “beggar-thy-neighbor” behavior by LOCAL government officials after a disaster?

a) Refusing to offer mutual aid to adjacent disaster damaged localities.

b) Exaggerating the locality’s estimated level of loss in order to better “prove” deservedness for federal disaster relief.

c) Convincing state officials that local officials are incapable of managing disaster recovery and so the state should step in and do the job instead.

d) When local governments rely on private charitable assistance rather than draw from their own resources to satisfy the disaster recovery needs of their local citizens.



(Ans. is “b”)

8. U.S. civil defense funds previously allocated for the exclusive purpose of preparing for military attacks could be shared with state and local governments for natural disaster preparedness. This is known as dual use and dual use was reintroduced in the era of homeland security by this grant program,

a) Emergency Management Performance Grants

b) Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program

c) The State Homeland Security Grant Program

d) The Urban Area Security Initiative
(Ans. is “d”)

9. From 1950 to 2007, the President who turned down the largest share of governor requests for major disaster and emergency declarations was,

a) President Jimmy Carter

b) President Dwight Eisenhower

c) President Richard Nixon

d) President Ronald Reagan

(Ans. is “d”)


10. Which three federal agencies are most responsible for managing the nation’s Emergency Alert System.

a) National Science Foundation, Department of Defense, and U.S. Geological Survey

b) FEMA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Federal Communications Commission

c) Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Office of the President, Department of Defense

d) Secret Service, FBI, and National Security Council

(Ans. is “b”, remember this is not about the National Threat Level color code system)


11. The Posse Comitatus Act in the U.S. basically stipulates that,

a) State and local governments are not responsible for national defense.

b) The federal government has the authority to apply secrecy restrictions to certain forms of information that pertain to national security.

c) The military of the United States is prohibited from exercising law enforcement power upon the civil population inside the nation.

d) Domestic emergency management is left to civilian agencies of government, not to the military.

(Ans. is “c”)


12. Its purpose is “to align federal agencies, capabilities, and resources into a unified, all-discipline, all-hazards approach to disasters. The plan was developed jointly by federal, state, local, and tribal governments as well as by the private sector.”

a) National Incident Management Plan.

b) Federal Response Plan.

c) Incident Command System Plan.

d) National Response Plan or Framework

(Ans. is “d”)


13. According to Sylves’ Intergovernmental Relations chapter, FEMA has how many regional offices?

a) 5 

b) 7 

c) 10 

d) 15 

(Ans. is “c”)


14. Outsourcing and privatization by FEMA is fundamentally about,

a) Using volunteer organizations to shoulder duties FEMA should handle

b) Delegating more duties and functions to state and local governments

c) Retaining government contractors to do more things once done directly by government workers

d) The high cost of federal disaster recovery programs.


(Ans. is “c”)


15. Which intelligence agency was incorporated into the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) at the time DHS was formed?

a) NORTHCOM
b) National Security Agency

c) Federal Bureau of Investigation

d) U.S. Secret Service

(Ans. is “d”)


16. Generally, the Federal government cannot really “command” state and local emergency managers to do anything.  There is one major exception, and in this domain the Federal government is authorized in federal law to exercise command authority over State and local governments. Which type of disaster is it?

a) Catastrophic disasters

b) Bio-terror disasters

c) Economic disasters

d) Technological disasters

(Ans. is “b”)


17. Below are three true statements about private non-profit voluntary organizations. Which one does not belong and is actually not true?

a) Church groups are allowed to file for special non-profit federal tax exempt status.

b) The American Red Cross was the first non-profit voluntary organization to be mandated by an act of Congress to provide national and international relief.

c) Voluntary organizations often assist high risk “gap group” clients.

d) Voluntary agencies do not allow themselves to compete for the donated dollar during a period in which they are actively deployed to a declared disaster in the U.S. 

(Ans. is “d”)


18. Many private non-profit volunteer organizations are 501(c)3 entities in Federal tax law, which makes them federal tax exempt organizations. But this designation carries with it another benefit for those organizations, which is,

a) People in these organizations can engage in political lobbying as representatives of these organizations.

b) People who make cash or in-kind (clothing, can goods, etc.) contributions to these organizations may qualify for a tax deduction.

c) People who work for these organizations, who are not clergy, do not have to pay federal taxes.

d) All of the above are true.

(Ans. is “b”)


19. Which intergovernmental organization was the one most credited for successfully lobbying for creation of FEMA in 1978-79? 

a) International City Management Association

b) National Governor’s Association

c) National Emergency Management Association

d) Council of State Governments

(Ans. is “b”)


20. FEMA’s Project Impact of the Clinton administration did most to help cities address which phase of the disaster cycle?

a) Mitigation

b) Preparedness

c) Response

d) Recovery

(Ans. is “a”)

21. Intergovernmental relations of U.S. emergency management today is best characterized by the,

a) Coordinative model of authority

b) Inclusive model of authority 

c) Overlapping model of authority

d) Fiscal federalism

(Ans. is “a”)


22. The current director of FEMA is,

a) Joseph Allbaugh

b) James Lee Witt

c) David Paulison

d) Craig Fugate

(Ans. is “d”)


23. Which level of U.S. government has most authority and responsibility for land-use restrictions and zoning laws?

a) Sub-national level

b) Local level

c) State level

d) Federal level

(Ans. is “b”)

III. SHORT PARAGRAPH ANSWER SECTION

Please answer 4 out of the following 5 questions below.  (Credit weights may be determined at the discretion of the instructor).

1. What is “dual use” and is dual use still part of U.S. emergency management? (2 pts. max)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In a few words tell me what an “after action report” is and why these reports promote effective disaster management.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(1/2pt)

3. CNN Effect or camcorder politics, what are they about and what is their significance in emergency management? 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IV FILL IN THE BLANK SECTION:

Please fill in the blank of each question with the correct answer(s). (Credit weights may be determined at the discretion of the instructor).

1. Private sector organizations have helped develop sets of emergency management standards they hope are adopted widely across the U.S. in important businesses; one major example is NFPA 1600, which sets out recommended emergency management practices both domestically and internationally. The acronym NFPA stands for,

_______________ _________ ___________________ ________________


(Ans. National Fire Protection Association)
2. FEMA conditions state and local receipt of these annual grants on satisfactory proof of readiness. This grant program has for many years been the main way FEMA has helped grow and professionalize state and local EM organizations. Name the grant program

 ________________ ________________ ______________ Grant Program.


(Ans. Emergency Management Performance)

3. When cities, counties, or other municipalities form and activate agreements on how they will help each other when they experience disasters or emergencies each cannot handle alone, this is called,


____________ ____________


(Ans. mutual aid)

4. Who is the FEMA Director who resigned days after the failed Federal response to Hurricane Katrina? (Last name will be sufficient)

____________________________
(Ans. Michael Brown)

5. Who was President Clinton’s FEMA director for almost the whole of his 8 years as president?


________________________________


(Ans. James Lee Witt)
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