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The Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management, Rev. 2009
Opening Day Questionnaire
The questionnaire allows the instructor to tailor assignments to individual student interests. Your answers to this long questionnaire will also guide the instructor during the period of the course.  Thank you for completing this questionnaire so early in the semester.
NAME ____________________________________________________

LOCAL ADDRESS ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

________________________________[zip code]_______________

Phone numbers [work]{____}_____________[home]{____}_________________

Email address ________________________

Answers to items below are optional; I respect your privacy should you choose not to fill in these blanks.

Work Experience relevant to Emergency Management

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Degrees sought and major field 

Current degree being sought ________________________

Current or future career goal ______________________________

I would like to learn more about why you took the course and about your interests in disaster politics and policy. Please respond with the letter that reflects your degree of interest.

1 = “Highest” Interest           

2 = “Modest” Interest  

3 = “Low” Interest               

4 = “Don't know”
_________ Disaster politics and policy (U.S focus)

_________ Disaster politics and policy (international)

_________ Disaster case studies

_________ Natural Disasters (types of special interest to you?_________________________)

_________ 9/11/01 Terror Attacks

_________ Hurricane Katrina

_________ Emergency management (U.S.)

_________ Homeland Security (domestic U.S.)

Phases of Emergency Management

_________ Disaster preparedness

_________ Disaster response

_________ Disaster recovery

_________ Disaster mitigation (prevention)

Political Institutions or Offices

_________ Disaster legislation and laws

_________ Disaster management and organization nationally (federal)

_________ Where does FEMA belong and what should be its future?

_________ Disaster management and organization state level

_________ Disaster management and organization local level

_________ Presidents, disaster declarations, leadership role

_________ Disaster management via Homeland Security

_________ Congress and disasters

_________ Governors: Disaster Management & Politics

_________ Local governments and disasters

Agencies/Organizations
_________ U.S. DHS/FEMA organization and jurisdiction

_________ U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

_________ U.S. Department of Defense (international and domestic)

_________ U.S. State Department and disasters 

_________ U.S. Agency for International Development, includes Office of Foreign Disaster 


Assistance
_________ U.S. Transportation Security Administration  
_________ U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement   

_________ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
_________ U.S. Environmental Protection Agency     

_________ U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

_________ U.S. Commerce Dept & NOAA 

_________ U.S. Coast Guard

_________ U.S. Department of Agriculture (Food Safety and Bioterror)
_________ U.S. Department of Energy (Disaster Technology Issues)

_________ U.S. Small Business Administration

_________ U.S. Housing and Urban Development

_________ U.S. Forest Service

_________ U.S. Justice Dept and FBI

_________ U.S. CIA

_________ U.S. Health and Human Services (Center for Disease Control)
_________ U.S. Health and Human Services (National Disaster Medical System)

_________ U.S. Bureau of Customs and Border Control

_________ Other agencies (please identify) ________________________
_________ Other federal departments or agencies (please identify)____________________

Political Geography/Agencies and Organizations International
_________ Global - United Nations disaster & refugee organizations

_________ UN Development Programme

_________ UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

_________ UN Children’s Fund

_________ UN World Food Programme

_________ UN World Health Organization

_________ Complex humanitarian emergencies

_________ Identify continental disaster interest (i.e., Africa, South America, Europe, Pacific Rim, etc.) ___________________________________

_________ Crisis management, domestic and international combined

U.S. Sub-national

_________ Governors and Disaster

_________ State agencies with disaster management duties

Please identify. Specific states or regions of U.S. you are interested in with respect of disasters (any type) ____________ _________________ __________________ _______________
_________ National Guard
_________ Mayors and City Managers, Disaster Management

_________ Disaster management at county level

_________ Big city emergency management (New York City, LA, DC, etc.)

_________ Municipal emergency management (identify U.S. cities of greatest interest to you)

Disaster Agent policy
_________ Hurricane and Typhoon disaster policy

_________ Earthquake disaster policy

_________ Flood disaster policy

_________ Tornado disaster policy
_________ Severe weather disasters (that cause major property damage)

_________ Terrorism policy (any type)
_________ Terror caused disasters
_________ Weapons of mass destruction (all types)
_________ Radiation emergencies (including dirty bombs)
_________ Bioterrorism
_________ Chemical weapons
_________ Tsunami disaster
_________ Hazardous, Toxic or Oil Spill disasters

_________ Nuclear power plant emergencies

_________ Risk Management and Disaster Agents
_________ Drought

_________ Epidemic and Pandemic disasters

_________ Ice storms, etc.)

_________ Agricultural disasters

_________ Maritime disasters

_________ Pollution disasters

_________ Fire Disasters (structural)

_________ Fire Disasters (forest fires and wildland/urban interface fires)

_________ Power utilities and lifeline services in disaster

_________ Aviation disasters

_________ Transportation disasters other than aviation

_________ Other, which I left out (please identify) ____________________________________

Occupations and Professions associated with disaster management

_________ Emergency management

_________ Fire Services

_________ Police and law enforcement in general

_________ Emergency medical services

_________ Public Health

_________ Emergency housing services

_________ Hazard materials management

_________ Emergency Planning

_________ Community Development

_________ Social services

_________ Geographic Information Systems and emergency management

_________ Military emergency response activities

_________ International disaster relief work

_________ Counter-terrorism and domestic consequence management

_________ Energy shortages as disaster

_________ Environmental restoration and disasters

_________ Food aid disaster relief

_________ Disaster unemployment assistance

Disaster Economics, Costs, Budgets

_________ Disaster Costs and Public Money

_________ Public Budgeting of U.S. disaster programs

_________ Politics of Disaster Insurance

_________ Disaster Relief to Individuals by Government
_________ Disaster Relief to Businesses by Government
_________ Federal Relief to State and Local Governments

_________ Economic Impact of Disasters

_________ Government Disaster Subsidies to Charities

_________ Non-profit, charitable disaster relief

_________ Government-support Disaster Research programs

_________ Disaster and Taxes

_________ Disaster Mitigation Spending and Economics

Disaster Stakeholders and Players

_________ American and International Red Cross

_________ Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters
_________ Disaster Victims 

_________ Interest Groups and Non-Profit Organizations 

_________ Volunteers as Political Players

_________ Disaster Services Industries or Businesses

_________ Disaster Researchers and Consultants

_________ Disaster Insurers and Re-Insurers

_________ News Media role in Disaster Coverage and Framing
_________ International Association of Emergency Managers

_________ National Emergency Management Association

_________ National Governors Association

_________ National Conference of Mayors

_________ National Council of State Governments

_________ International City Management Association

_________ U.S. Military and National Guard 
_________ Intelligence community and counter-terrorism

_________ 9/11 Commission and Report

_________ Post-Katrina congressional investigations

Special Issues

_________ Profession of Disaster Management
_________ Careers in Emergency Management or Disaster Policy 

_________ Presidential Disaster Declaration Deservedness (U.S. domestic) 

_________ Politics and Policy of Homeland Security

_________ Politics and Policy of Emergency Management

_________ Foreign Disasters and the Globalization of U.S. Disaster Policy and Management

_________ Humanitarian relief issues and disaster

_________ Environmental disasters (oil spills, water contamination, etc.)

_________ Emergency transportation issues (e.g., aviation and rail security)
_________ Energy disasters (esp. electric power outages)

_________ Cyber-security

_________ Disaster workers and volunteer issues

_________ Intergovernmental emergency management of natural disasters

_________ Homeland Security (organizational and political issues)

_________ Homeland Security (bio-terrorism)

_________ Homeland Security (civil liberties issues)

_________ Disaster simulations and computer-based games

_________ Evacuation modeling

_________ Sheltering population, esp. special needs individuals and groups

_________ Individual and family disaster relief and victim compensation

_________ Disaster recovery as public works projects and policies

_________ Disaster mitigation and prevention

_________ Land use and disaster policy

_________ Reconstituting businesses after disasters

_________ Special issues stemming from 9/11 disaster (New York City)

_________ Special issues concerning Hurricane Katrina (Identify please-

_________ Law and emergency management (sovereign immunity, negligence, liability, etc.)

Disaster Science and Technology

_________ Weather forecasting and emergency management

_________ Climate science and disaster aka sea level rise, global warming, weather extremes

_________ Emergency alert systems 

_________ Public warning issues (Homeland Security color coding terror warning problems)
_________ National databases and monitoring of the public

_________ Port security technologies and issues

_________ Earthquake disaster prediction issues

_________ Use of Geographic Information Systems in Emergency Management

_________ Information Technologies and Disaster Management

Functional Aspects of Disaster Management

_________ Public information and public relations in disasters

_________ Public & consumer education about the disasters and disaster vulnerability
_________ Disaster relief rules, eligibility, in-kind aid, loans and grants
_________ Public infrastructure replacement programs after disaster

_________ Volunteer organizations active in disasters

_________ Sheltering and emergency housing

_________ Disaster evacuation issues

_________ Land use management and disaster

_________ Regulation as an instrument of emergency management

_________ The future and disasters

_________ Anything I left out?

For undergraduates and graduates, please tell me what drew you to this course or subject.

For graduate students: what drew you to this course AND if you know what your Master's thesis, MA Analytical paper, or Doctoral thesis is about, can you tell me in a few words what it involves.  (I will look for ways to have course work promote your thesis/analytical paper work.)

For undergraduates and graduates, please briefly tell me a little about your career plans. How might you want this course to benefit your post-graduate education or your future career?
Some of you may have had work experience, perhaps in one or more occupations relevant to the field.  If you do not mind divulging personal information, could you tell me a little bit about whom you work for, or whom you used to work for?  Also, please mention work experience you think I should know about even if it is not in your opinion relevant to the course.  Let me know if you want this information kept private. Thank you.

Some of you may have actually experienced a disaster.  Please tell me a little about your experience if you are willing. 

Were you affected directly by 9/11? If so, how? (more on this below)
Were you affected directly or indirectly by Hurricane Katrina?

Have you ever experienced or been effected by a hurricane? Earthquake? Hurricane? Tornado? Flood? Or other type of disaster? Explain.
Has your home community ever received a presidential declaration of major disaster or emergency while you lived there? Explain.
If you experienced a personal loss owing to the events of 9/11/01, do you mind talking about it in a classroom setting? 

Have you ever been a disaster relief volunteer, for a church, charity, United Way, Red Cross, or other? Can you tell me a little about it? I will hold this information privileged for you if you wish.
Are you in the National Guard or in ROTC? Which one? (I won’t disclose your answer unless you say it is okay here)
Are you currently in the active duty U.S. military? If so, which service?

Are you working in any emergency responder type job now (or have you worked in this type of job previously)? Police, volunteer firefighter, emergency medical technician, CPR trainer, nurse, search and rescue, emergency radio, rescue dogs, etc.?

In the space below, tell me if you belong to any citizen interest organizations.  If yes, please give name of the organization.

Finally, are there topics that you personally would like to see given emphasis in this course?  If so, please tell me what they are.  (Use back of page if necessary)
Thank you very much for completing this questionnaire.

