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Session 34: Disaster Preparedness Education and the Internet
Time:  1 hour

Objectives:
At the conclusion of this session, students will be able to:

34.1
Describe the content of the American Red Cross Internet Web site, 

with particular attention to disaster preparedness education.

34.2
Describe the content of the National Oceanographic and 

Atmospheric Administration Internet Web site, with particular 

attention to disaster preparedness education.

34.3
Identify an additional relevant Web site which can be useful to 

disaster preparedness educators, and explain the pertinent 

features of the site in class.

Scope:
At various times in this course, we have referred to printed materials available through the American Red Cross and FEMA.  More and more agencies and organizations are making their materials available over the Internet.  Major agencies have elaborate Web sites with many cross-links to other related sites.  This class is geared to introduce students to two comprehensive sites, the American Red Cross and the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration service.  After a brief “tour” of these sites, students will present sites of their own, orienting the class to the features most useful in the area of disaster preparedness education.

Note to Instructor:

The instructor should preview these two Web sites prior to class.  Ideally, in-class, on-line access to the Internet should be available.  The instructor might need to reserve a computer lab facility on campus, and hold this special class in that setting. By previously saving the two reference sites as bookmarks, the instructor may demonstrate specific components of each site, and the power of one Web site to provide links to related sites.  Keep in mind that the focus of this
Notes

session is to highlight useful information for community disaster education material which may be available from a variety of different perspectives and disciplines.

If in-class Internet access is not possible, the instructor should preview and print copies of the relevant pages of these two sites for use in class.

Students should be encouraged to conduct their research on the Internet through either personal computers or using the computer facilities available at the educational institution where this course is being offered.  To maximize effective use of class time, the instructor should assign this Web search as homework prior to this class meeting.  A listing of Web sites for possible student selection is included in the appendix of this session.
If Internet access with a large screen monitor is unavailable in the classroom, students should present their site tour either through the use of printed handouts or overhead transparencies, with each page taking the viewers into disaster educational aspects of the site, step by step.  All students should provide the instructor and their classmates with copies of their Web site home pages.

The instructor will use as examples the American Red Cross and the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration sites, representing both private and governmental agencies.  In order to challenge the students, the instructor should ask them to avoid using large, well know agency sites, such as FEMA or the U.S. Geological Survey.  

References:
Instructor and Students
The following Internet sites need to be viewed prior to this class:
1.  American Red Cross

     http://www.redcross.org/
2.  National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration

     http://www.noaa.gov/
Notes

34.1
Describe the content of the American Red Cross 

Internet Web site, with particular attention to disaster 

preparedness education
This is an especially useful site for disaster preparedness, and should be explored in considerable detail.

When you first access this site, the home page for the American Red Cross provides a glimpse of “headlines” of what’s occurring on line.  These vary monthly, and include relevant topics ranging from first aid and disaster relief to home safety issues.  A general menu of the site is also provided, with a useful routing to a “site map.”  From here, the user may learn about the history of the Red Cross, many of its services, and its mission.
· Selected highlights

· Accessing the “Our Services” takes the user to a list of headings which includes the Red Cross’ role with the armed services and their families, the biomedical services of blood donations and banking, disaster services, health and safety (e.g., first aid and life guard training), and international services. 
· By clicking on “Disaster Services,” the user will find an icon titled, “Disaster Safety,” which offers a menu of preparedness topics for many common hazards.  
· Under “General Tips to Get Ready,” the user will find a selection of materials which are also available in printed form from local Red Cross chapters.  Many of these are used in family disaster preparedness education and are available from this Web site by clicking on the icon of “Downloadable Materials.”  

For example, the brochure, “Your Family Disaster Plan,” details general steps for a family to follow in developing a straightforward approach to assessing the risks for most likely hazards, warnings and how to include children in the plans for what to do before, during and after a disaster strikes.  The brochure also includes a check list for families to use, which covers many simple, logical steps for overall preparedness.  Plans for evacuation, meeting places, making family contacts, and emergency supplies are also included.
Notes

This part of the Web site also offers links to information concerning disaster preparedness for those with specific handicaps, children, elderly, pets, and businesses.

34.2
Describe the content of the National Oceanographic and Atmosopheric Administration Internet Web site, with particular attention to disaster preparedness education
The NOAA site is a mix of ocean ecology, space information and both current weather and long range climate forecasting.  It’s relevance to community disaster preparedness is strongest in these latter two aspects.

The site home page offers a glimpse at a variety of topic material referenced by NOAA.  You may click on buttons which will direct you to the weather, NOAA News, or other features.  At the time of this writing, there was a special button titled, “La Nina.”
· Selected highlights

1.  
Opening “NOAA News” reveals photographs which highlight stories inside and, on the left, a menu column includes a feature which offers special articles under a heading called “Story Archive.”

One such article was titled, “Natural Disaster Reduction Initiative,” and described NOAA’s efforts to reduce and mitigate the impact of natural disasters.  The article offers a broad description of natural hazards and their consequences, and the NOAA initiative to enhance severe weather warnings and increase the resiliency of people and property before and after hazards.  This information has direct relevance to community disaster preparedness education in that it deals with issues of hazard impact and population/structural vulnerability.

Notes

2.  
By clicking on the “La Nina” button, the site turns to a description of this cold ocean temperature shift, and its  consequences on weather patterns around the globe.  From here, you can access the forecasts for precipitation changes in North America.  Such information provides disaster preparedness educators insight into probable abnormal temperature and precipitation conditions in their regions of the nation, affording the opportunity to structure warnings, preparedness announcements and educational initiatives to their respective communities.  

34.3
Identify an additional relevant Web site which can be useful to disaster preparedness educators, and explain the pertinent features of the site in class
Student Presentations
The remainder of the class consists of student presentations of their Internet searches.  All students in the class should provide the instructor and their classmates with copies of their Web site home pages.
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