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Session 31: Cross-Cultural Disaster Preparedness II—Notes from the Field
Time:  1 hour
At the conclusion of this class, students will be able to:

31.1
Discuss the challenges to disaster preparedness educators that are 

inherent in reaching out to members of a community from different 

ethnic, economic or cultural backgrounds.

31.2
Describe practical strategies that disaster preparedness educators 

can use to gain the support and cooperation of these groups.

31.3
Discuss a case-based specific example of a “hard to reach” 

community group, and a solution to getting that group involved in 

disaster preparedness training.
Objectives:
Scope:
This class may be presented in one of two formats.  Either the instructor should arrange to bring into the classroom a disaster educator as a speaker, or convene a panel of representatives of hard to reach community groups.  

Ideally, the disaster educator should be a member of a minority or ethnic group, but if this is not possible, the speaker should be well versed and experienced with approaches to involving hard to reach groups in disaster preparedness activities.

Should this option not be possible, the instructor should invite several members of the community into the classroom.  These individuals should represent segments of the community that have specific ethnic, minority, or socioeconomic issues that might pose challenges to disaster preparedness educators.  These challenges might include how to identify leadership within those segments of the community, the understanding of their specific needs and prior experiences with disasters, and other factors that make them harder to incorporate into the overall community disaster preparedness program.

Notes

Note to the Instructor:
Community Disaster Educators might be contacted through the local American Red Cross Chapter via the white pages of the local telephone directory under, “American Red Cross.”  Request to speak with the Disaster or Emergency Services Director. Since not every locality has an American Red Cross chapter, the instructor may have to contact a local chapter in a neighboring community, or go to the Web site, www.redcross.org, and click on “Your Local Red Cross” to find a chapter serving your area.

Representatives of community based organizations that might include various ethnic, minority or other groups may be found by a detailed search of the white pages of the local telephone directory.  For example, these headings were located in the May 1999 West Los Angeles edition of the GTE telephone book:


-  Community Development Commission


-  Volunteer Center


-  Cultural Affairs


-  Community Services


-  Human Services


-  Senior Services


-  Social Services


-  Spanish Language Public Safety

In addition, making contact with leaders of various religious-based organizations or municipal government representatives (elected city council officials) may help direct the instructor to leaders of various community groups.

The instructor should ensure that the speakers for this session have a copy of the student objectives, so that they may direct their remarks to the issues of involving members of different cultural groups in a community disaster preparedness initiative.
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