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Session 1: Introduction and Course Objectives

Time:  1 hour

Objectives:  


Scope:


This session will introduce the professor, review course requirements and materials, discuss methods for evaluating student performance in this course (including the student team projects), review course objectives and general content, and present basic information as to what constitutes a disaster.  The rationale for disaster preparedness will be presented in the context that citizens and families can take measures to prepare for disasters in their community.

References:


Instructor

1.  Course syllabus: listing required reading for each session.

Notes


2.  Methods of student evaluation.

3.  Guidelines for student team projects. 

4.  Any attendance, late paper, or missed examination 

policies.

5.  Instructor Guide.

6.  Course Bibliography: included for reference with the 

Instructor Guide.

Students

1.
Course syllabus: listing required reading for each 

session.


2.  Methods of student evaluation.


3.  Guidelines for student team projects.
4.  Any attendance, late paper, or missed examination 

policies.





Course Readings:

A collection of required readings will be compiled by the instructor and made available through the usual mechanism at the institution offering this course.

Specific library text references should be placed on reserve for student access during the semester.  These include:

Alexander, D.  Natural Disasters. New York: Chapman and Hall, 1993.


Auf der Heide, E.  Disaster Response: Principles of 

Preparedness and Coordination.  St. Louis: CV Mosby 

Co., 1989.

Notes

Drabek, T.E. and Hoetmer, G.J.  Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government.  Washington, D.C.: International City Management Association, 1991.


Fischer, H.W. III Response to Disaster: Fact versus 

Fiction and its Perpetuation.  Lanham: University 

Press of America, 1994: 1-9.

Noji, E.  “The Nature of Disaster: General Characteristics and Public Health Effects. In The Public Health Consequences of Disasters.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.

Introductory Readings

Fischer, H.W, III.  Response to Disaster: Fact versus Fiction  and its Perpetuation.  Lanham: University Press of America, 1994: 1-9

Gunn, S.W.A.  “The Language of Disasters.”  Prehospital and Disaster Medicine. 1990 5(4): 373-376.

Noji, E.  “The Nature of Disaster: General Characteristics and Public Health Effects.” In The Public Health Consequences of Disasters. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997: 3-20.
Remarks:

Introduction of Professor

· Personal interest in disaster management, relief, and 

preparedness strategies. 

· Experience in disaster field - natural and/or human generated disasters.

· Reveal any experience in disaster planning and relief, direct impact of a disaster on your life, governmental assignment to disaster site.

Notes

· Why do you believe preparedness is valuable? 

Suggested Student Activity

· Ask students to consider the community where they currently are in college.  Consider their homes/apartments, family or roommates, places they shop or visit for entertainment, and the college campus.  Now confront the class with a disaster hazard likely for that community (e.g., tornado in Iowa, hurricane in coastal Texas, earthquake in central California).

· Ask the students to imagine how this would impact their lives as the disaster is occurring.  What would they do?  What expectations do they have concerning potential damage/injury?  How might this be affected by the time of day and day of the week?  What would their community look like after the disaster strikes?  Who might need assistance, what type of assistance would they need, and where would it come from? What would individuals do to help each other while simultaneously meeting the needs of their family members?

· Remind students of the course title,  “Individual and Community Disaster Education Course.”

Explain to students that this course is designed to help them form practical strategies for preparing segments of the general population for disasters. 

1.1
Explain the mission of this course

The purpose of this course is to teach those considering a career in emergency management about:
1. The nature and reasons for the public’s awareness of  hazards and preparedness for disasters.
2. The variety of actions taken by individuals, private and voluntary organizations, and the government to both prepare the public for the impact of disasters and provide realistic strategies to mitigate their adverse consequences.
Notes

1.2
Describe the course assignments and materials

· Read through the course syllabus.

Course instructor, office hours, phone number, e-mail

Session titles, course readings, guest lecturers, dates of exams

· Explain where students can obtain the reading materials and their cost, and procedures for borrowing reading materials if articles/books are on reserve at the library for student loan.

1.3
Describe the methods of student evaluation

· Methods of evaluation 

For example, midterm examination, team project paper and presentation, class participation.

Each instructor will decide on the most appropriate method for evaluating students based on experience, time line and personal preference.

· Class participation (20% of course grade)
It is important for students to be prepared for classes by:

-  Reading materials prior to lectures. 

-  Participating in stimulating discourse. 

-  Generating thoughtful questions and strategies throughout the semester to demonstrate continued interest in the course material and a grasp of the concepts under discussion. 

· Two examinations (Each worth 25% of course grade; total 50% of course grade)
· Multiple choice and/or essay questions.

Notes

· Essay examinations, while more difficult for an instructor to score, permit students to integrate concepts learned in the course, and apply them to specific problems posed by the examination questions.  

· The exam should challenge the students both to identify solutions to problems posed to them, and to provide explanations and rationale for the positions they take in their discussions.

· Student team projects (30% of course grade)

These are extensive, semester-long projects undertaken outside of the classroom.

1.4
Describe the procedure for student team projects
· Orientation to student team projects

The purpose of these projects is to involve students in the process of identifying likely disaster risks for a given region and, using strategies described in the course, design a preparedness approach. 

There are several ways in which these projects may be approached.

Example:


Notes


Example:


In either setting, the students would be assigned to three- to four- person teams. They would work together to outline their hazard assessments, proposed emergency management scheme, and individual disaster preparedness education (whether compulsory in schools, through volunteer agencies, church or civic groups, media campaign, etc.). 

Special population groups based on demographics provided by the instructor would be targeted for specific outreach preparedness programs (e.g., a large segment of the population speaking a foreign language), as would major businesses with large concentrations of employees. The goals of the projects are to get the students to use the concepts presented in the first 12 weeks of the course to conduct a hazard analysis, develop a community profile, and articulate a strategy for developing and implementing a comprehensive community disaster education program.  They would be handed in to the instructor during week 13, for instructor evaluation.  The instructor should then review each team’s work, with a critical eye for inclusion of key variables.
The projects should be limited to twenty double-spaced pages.  Be sure to emphasize the due dates.

Notes

· Evaluation of student team projects
Important components to be identified and discussed in the team projects:


Note

It is useful for the instructor to construct a matrix of key points to be identified by the student teams, and use that matrix when evaluating the comprehensive nature of each report.  

The graded student team projects should be returned to the students during the final class session.  This session is to be used to have students from each team present their “approach” to the target community. 

Each member of the team is to be responsible for presenting a proportionate segment of the team’s work (i.e., 1/4 of the report for each of the four members on a team).  In this fashion, all teams will learn from the collective wisdom (or omissions) of the others. 

The instructor will facilitate the discussions by referring to the matrix of hazards, resources, and responses previously mentioned.
Notes

1.5
Discuss the course objectives and general content
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Explain the impact of disasters on people and property.

2. Describe the components of a hazard analysis for a community.

3. Explain the role of local government in disaster planning and response.

4. Describe the functions and purpose of an emergency operations center.

5. Explain how citizens perceive and deny disaster risk.

6. Articulate and refute commonly held disaster myths.

7. Explain how research has defined how to prepare the public for action before, during and after an emergency.

8. Develop a community profile, including definable segments of the population which might have special needs in a disaster.

9. Describe the American Red Cross Community Disaster Education and FEMA’s Community Emergency Response Team programs.

10. Discuss the principles of human behavior and attitude change, specific considerations concerning identified cultural groups, and how these concepts are applicable to successful community disaster preparedness education.

11. Describe the benefit of building coalitions between government, public and private community groups in implementing community preparedness education programs.

12. Describe the elements which comprise an effective preparedness presentation to a community group, and how the timing of these presentations might influence response.

Notes

1.6
Explain the definition of a disaster and explain the 

difference between natural and human-generated disasters

· What constitutes a disaster?

Take a few minutes and ask students to suggest their definitions of the term, “disaster.”  Explain that the definition of “disaster” may vary according to the individual’s perception of an event and their personal involvement.

Some standard definitions include: 

A. From Thomas Drabek, a noted professor of disaster sociology: 


B.
From William Gunn, M.D., an international disaster  medicine expert:

Notes

Keep in mind that the events themselves are not disasters.  The disaster results from the impact of the event on the well-being of the affected population.



· Two major categories of disasters exist

A. Natural disasters  

Disasters resulting from the natural forces of nature.  Examples include earthquakes, volcanoes, tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, tsunamis, and extremes of temperature. It is important to note that the degree of damage from natural disasters often relates to human actions and events. 

B. Human-generated disasters

Disasters generated by humans, often in the form of technological agents.  Examples include industrial/technological accidents, such as hazardous waste spills, nuclear power plant accidents, chemical spillage, pollution, explosions and fire.  Also, accidents involving transportation, deforestation, material shortages and complex emergencies (such as war or civil strife) constitute human generated disasters. 

· Suggested questions for students

A. What are some disasters which have occurred in the U.S. in recent years?

Notes


B.
What are the most common disasters found in your state?  City?

Note to Instructor

Information concerning local hazard risks may be obtained from your local, county or State office of emergency management, or the area’s national weather services forecast office.  By making contact with your local emergency management office, municipal fire, law enforcement, or emergency medical services departments, and local American Red Cross Chapter, Disaster Services Section, you should be able to access a reasonable compilation of natural and man-made disaster hazard risks.
At the conclusion of this session, the students should be able to:





1.1	Explain the mission of this course.





1.2	Describe the course assignments and materials.





1.3	Describe the methods of student evaluation.





1.4	Describe the procedure for student team projects.





1.5	Discuss the course objectives and general content.





1.6	Explain the definition of a disaster and explain the difference between natural and human-generated disaster.


	








The instructor may use a real community, perhaps the one in which this course is being offered.  The specifics of municipal police, EMS agencies, transportation access, natural and man-made hazards, and population demographics would be referable to that community.  Maps would be readily available.








The instructor may present the students with a fictitious “community” which will have several potential disaster hazards “designed” into it.  For  example, a small beachfront resort community in a hurricane-prone gulf state, a moderate-sized town on an earthquake fault in central California, etc.  Each fictitious community should have its own municipal agencies including police, fire, EMS, and local medical facilities.  In addition, there should be details concerning specific terrain considerations, and major routes for transportation (highway, rail, air, waterways) outlined for the students on a map.  The locations of schools, major businesses, and any industrial manufacturing hazards also should be included.





-  Major industrial and natural hazards 





-  Existing transportation and utility infrastructure 





-  Emergency management scheme, including the roles    


   of emergency managers in community-wide disaster


   preparedness programming


	


-  Identification of specific populations at risk and 


strategies for preparing them for a disaster caused by  the identified hazards 


	


-  The application of principles of citizen and community 


disaster preparedness studied during weeks 5-8 of this course, and the rationale behind the strategies and programs chosen for preparedness education





“Disaster: an event in which a community undergoes severe danger and incurs, or is threatened to incur, such losses to persons and/or property that the resources available within the community are exceeded.  In disasters, resources from beyond the local jurisdiction, that is state or federal level are required to meet the disaster demands.”





Drabek, T.E. 1996: 2-4.  





“The result of a vast ecological breakdown in the relations between man and his environment, a serious and sudden event (or slow, as in drought) on such a scale that the stricken community needs extraordinary efforts to cope with it, often with outside help or international aid.  Synonymous with ‘catastrophe’.” 





Multilingual Dictionary of Disaster Medicine and International Relief. 1990: 23.





“From a public health perspective, disasters are defined by what they do to people;  otherwise, disasters are simply interesting geological or meteorological phenomena.”





Noji, E. 1997:7.





-  Floods


-  Fires


-  Storms


-  Tornadoes


-  Hurricanes


-  Other weather (extremes of temperature)


-  Geological (earthquake/volcano)


-  Chemical spills


-  Nuclear reactor accidents
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