PREFACE

This course titled, “Individual and Community Disaster Education Course,” has been developed for professors who are planning a class for college or university students.  The recommended topics and reading assignments are appropriate for students who are majoring or minoring in emergency management, who are enrolled in an emergency management certificate program, or who have an interest in the theoretical underpinnings and practical applications of disaster education.

This Instructor Guide also would be helpful to professors who are planning a course to be offered jointly by faculty affiliated with several departments, including emergency management, the social sciences, education, and policy/planning.  Depending on the professor’s interest, course objectives, and student background, some of the recommended class sessions may be expanded beyond the time specified while others may be curtailed or not used at all.  Thus, this Instructor Guide has been designed to maximize professorial input and discretion which is appropriate, given the multidisciplinary nature of individual and community disaster education.

Roughly midway through the course, a transition occurs, shifting from the theoretical to the applied perspectives.  In the early part of this Instructor Guide, social science research and practical experiences are used to establish the academic foundation for the “hands on” educational techniques offered in several of the later class sessions.

This Instructor Guide, like the specific readings that are recommended in each session, will assist each professor in customizing the course to best fit his or her institutional setting.  Because an appropriate textbook has not yet been published for this course, it is assumed that each professor will select from the readings listed in this Guide those that they view as most appropriate, and will feel welcome to provide additional references and readings as they tailor this course to their specific objectives.
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