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USEFUL WEBSITES

The following are examples of Web sites that the instructor might wish to peruse and offer as suggestions for the students to use in their presentations.  They are provided by the Natural Hazards Center, at the University of Colorado, Boulder, on the Center’s Web site and can be accessed through www.colorado.edu/hazards/sites/sites.html
The home page appear as follows: This section of the Natural Hazards Center Web site is an annotated index of some of the more useful disaster Web sites that we have encountered. The “All Hazards” section below includes links to several other sites that provide helpful indices.  Please select from the following categories: 

-  All Hazards 


-  Earthquakes 

-  Tsunamis 

-  Landslides 

-  Volcanoes 

-  Climate Change, Drought, and El Nino 

-  Hurricanes and Coastal Hazards 

-  Tornadoes, Thunderstorms, High Wind, Lightning, and Other

   Severe Weather

-  Floods 

-  Wildfire 

-  Snow Avalanche 

-  Satellites, Remote Sensing, and GIS 

-  Disaster Mental Health and Emergency Medicine 

-  E-Mail Lists/Newsletters/Discussion Groups 

-  Selected Y2K Resources on the Internet 
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hazctr@colorado.edu

By clicking on “All Hazards,” the viewer will be taken to a comprehensive site,   

listing a host of Internet addresses dealing with hazards, preparedness, and 

planning.  Each site is annotated to afford a bit of descriptive information for 

the reader.  Some of those sites are listed below, as they appear on the 

Natural Hazards Web site:

(  http://www.fema.gov
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Web site now contains thousands of pages of hazards/disaster information - text, graphics, and photos, tables, maps - about the agency itself and its ongoing programs, current disaster situations, and disaster preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation generally. Among its numerous documents and services, the site provides “fact sheets” - including preparedness tips - concerning all kinds of hazards via http://www.fema.gov/pte/prep.htm. Indeed, there are hundreds of useful documents available from the FEMA library at http://www.fema.gov/library including an entire series on “Surviving the Storm” - http://www.fema.gov/library/srvstrm.htm - that outlines measures individuals and business owners can take to protect their families, property,and communities from various  hazards such as floods, hurricanes, winters storms, wildfire, and El Nino.  

The site’s continually updated mitigation section (http://www.fema.gov/mit) offers hundreds of pages on what individuals, families, and businesses can do to lessen disaster impacts. It includes current mitigation news, the latest reports from FEMA’s Project Impact, links to mitigation documents available from FEMA, the complete text of the National Mitigation Strategy, and information about the HAZUS disaster loss estimation software. It also offers extensive sections on mitigation for homeowners, building professionals, communities, businesses, and school and childcare facilities (http://www.fema.gov/mit/reduce.htm), as well as FEMA’s Mitigation How To Series - specific instructions for protecting property from wildfires, flooding, and earthquakes.

The FEMA Emergency Management Institute Learning Resource Center (LRC) on-line card catalog (http://www.lrc.fema.gov/) - an index of the more than 50,000 items concerning fire service and emergency management housed in the LRC library - can also be accessed at the site. 

In addition, FEMA hosts such services as a Tropical Storm Watch Page (http://www.fema.gov/fema/trop.htm) with archived information about recent storms, and—during the hurricane season—current weather photographs, forecasts, advisories, and situation reports.
The agency also now offers emergency management training materials and courses on-line (see http://www.fema.gov/emi/training.htm), as well as an emergency news distribution service via the Internet. Information about both services is available from the FEMA Web site.

Also included are dozens of hypertext links to other Internet resources via FEMA’s Global Emergency Management Service (GEMS) Page (http://www.fema.gov/gems/). 

(  http://www.usgs.gov
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) maintains several Web sites with much useful information on geologic hazards, including a Hazards Page (http://www.usgs.gov/hazard/index.html) with links to various USGS research and information centers, as well as a Hazards Theme Page (http://www.usgs.gov/themes/hazard.html) with pages on earthquakes, landslides, volcanoes, floods, and coastal storms. The interested Web surfer should also take a look at the separate earthquake information page from the USGS Menlo Park office (http://quake.wr.usgs.gov/), which is just one of several earthquake pages available from the USGS.
The USGS extensively monitors and evaluates threats from many natural hazards. Its resources include a global seismic network, a national streamflow monitoring program, regional volcano observatories, and long-standing interagency partnerships in disaster mitigation and response. To help synthesize the vast amount of information available on hazards, the USGS has created the Center for Integration of Natural Disaster Information (CINDI). The CINDI Web site - http://cindi.usgs.gov - provides background information about the center, and serves as “a gateway to information about natural hazards and disasters.” The center itself selects individual disasters as case studies. The current focus is Hurricane Mitch, and this site includes much information about that Central American disaster.
The Survey now provides World Wide Web access to its Publications Database via http://usgs-georef.cos.com. The database includes comprehensive bibliographic information on USGS reports and maps published from 1880 to the present, as well as references to non-USGS publications by USGS authors published from 1983 to date. The text of the Survey documents is not included; however, access to on-line publications of the USGS is provided. The database is completely searchable.
Those of you who are sometimes bewildered by the labyrinthine network of USGS Web resources can consult http://www.usgs.gov/network/science/earth/
usgs.html - an index of the more than 150 USGS Web servers.
(  http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/programs/emergenc/prevent/prev_em.htm
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Environmental Health (NCEH) has issued several on-line prevention guides to promote your personal health and safety before, during, and after emergencies and disasters in both English and Spanish. The guides in English cover earthquakes, extreme cold, extreme heat, floods, and hurricanes.  Only the flood and hurricane guides are currently available in Spanish. The earthquake guide, to take one example, covers general information about earthquakes, how to prepare for a quake, inspection of a home for possible hazards, what to do during and after an earthquake, and issues concerning people with special needs. It includes several checklists, including suggested first aid and survival kits for the home, automobile, and workplace.
(  http://ns.noaa.gov/NESDIS/NESDIS_Home.html
NOAA’s National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) maintains many tools and assets for observing and analyzing hazards; conducts several programs for detecting, monitoring, responding to, and mitigating hazards; and offers numerous resources (primarily via the Web) to educate the general public about hazards. In addition, NESDIS manages extensive databases concerning historical and current disaster events. The URL above provides an entree to this great resource of information. 

(  http://www.weather.com/safeside
Project Safeside is a joint effort of The Weather Channel and the American Red Cross intended to educate individuals and families about meteorological hazards and to increase their recognition of the importance of preparing for natural disasters.  The Safeside Web site includes information about extreme heat, flooding, hurricanes, lightning, tornadoes, plus a guide to the creation of a family disaster plan. Besides the Web site, the project offers other information and tools to help educators incorporate weather safety and family preparedness into existing weather curricula. Contact information is available from the

site. 

(  http://www.disasterrelief.org

The Disaster Relief Home Page - a joint effort of the American Red Cross, the IBM corporation, and CNN - offers much background information about disasters, disaster relief, and disaster preparedness, as well as news about ongoing and recent events. Moreover, it provides a means for locating worldwide disaster relief organizations and either soliciting or providing aid for specific disasters. During emergencies, it can provide referrals to means for reaching friends and family at risk, as well as referrals to sources of recovery assistance and support. As the organizers state, “Our mission is to help disaster victims and

the disaster relief community worldwide by facilitating the exchange of information on the Internet” - and this includes services during actual events. The site also includes an on-line “Forum” for discussing relief issues and a library of disaster facts, figures, and other information. 

(  http://www.esri.com/hazards
Under the Project Impact initiative, FEMA and the Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) have formed a national partnership aimed in part at providing multihazard maps and information to U.S. residents, business owners, schools, community groups, and local governments via the Internet. The information provided via the ESRI Web site is intended to assist in building disaster-resistant communities across the country by sharing geographic knowledge about local hazards. This Web site allows users to create on-line hazard maps for which they can specify both location (by ZIP code, city, or congressional district) and the hazards to be shown. It also directs users to other sources of information - both on the Web and in the real world.
(  http://www.explorezone.com

This Web site is a comprehensive source of recent meteorological, geological, hydrological, and space science news - much of it focusing on hazards. With sections on volcanoes, earthquakes, tornadoes, El Nino, global warming, hurricanes, and other natural phenomena, Explorezone provides the latest news and updates on the latest scientific findings. The site includes links to information sources, numerous graphics and videos, book reviews, background information, an easily searchable index of science terms accessible from every page, and a special section titled “the edge” that presents new ideas in science and technology.
(  http://www.disasternews.net

The Disaster News Network reports on U.S. disaster response (as well as response to major international events that call for U.S. involvement), focusing on the response and recovery work of non-governmental organizations - particularly “faith-based” (church) groups. It also provides information about how individuals and groups can help in disasters, and includes information

about volunteer opportunities in various regions of the country.
(  http://www.sustainable.doe.gov
The Department of Energy’s redesigned Center of Excellence for Sustainable Development Web site includes an extensive section on disaster planning that contains segments on key principles, case studies, codes/ordinances, articles/publications (lots of good ones), educational materials, and other resources. These pages offer information on how long-term community

sustainability can be incorporated into disaster preparedness, mitigation, and recovery. 

(  http://www.ibhs.org

The Institute for Business and Home Safety has remodelled its Web site. A consortium of insurance and reinsurance institutions, IBHS is dedicated to making natural disaster safety a core value among homes and businesses. Visitors to the new site will find: Copies of IBHS’ publications, such as the award-winning “Is Your Home Protected Against Hurricane Damage?”, which can be downloaded from the site; a link to a “Natural Hazards Quiz” (developed in cooperation with the National Geophysical Data Center); a link to the Natural Hazards Resource Directory (also developed with NGDC), a comprehensive resource providing information and links about natural and human-caused disasters for the disaster and hazard management community, research scholars, and the general public; the latest information on IBHS projects and programs, such as the institute’s childcare center retrofit program, “Protecting our Kids from Disasters,” and its Showcase States Program Details on upcoming IBHS meetings; and other information pertaining to IBHS, its members, partners, and mission. Other Web site enhancements will be added in the coming months. 

(  http://www.emforum.org
The Virtual Forum for Emergency Management Professionals (EMForum) was established in August 1997 by the Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership (EIIP) - a cooperative effort of public and private organizations with an interest in emergency management, including the Congressional Fire Service Institute (CFSI), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the National Emergency Management Association (NEMA), the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC), and the State and Local Emergency Management Data Users Group (SALEMDUG). The EMForum Web site provides a means for both locating extensive information about emergency management and networking with emergency professionals around the globe. It includes regularly planned on-line conferences, live chat areas, newsgroups, mailing lists, and an e-mail capability, as well as a large base of on-line information that emergency professionals can consult to aid disaster preparedness, response, and recovery - including a Virtual Library, Virtual Classroom, and a Technology Arena. 

(  http://hoshi.cic.sfu.ca/~anderson/

The Emergency Preparedness Information Exchange (EPIX) was one of the original Internet disaster sites, and remains one of the most comprehensive. Established by the Centre for Public Policy Research on Science and Technology, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia, Canada, EPIX contains extensive information about both current situations and disaster management generally. 

(  http://www.PrepareNow.org
The Community Preparedness Website Project was undertaken to ensure that the needs and concerns of vulnerable populations are addressed in the area of emergency preparedness and response. To achieve this, the PrepareNow Web site attempts to integrate community-based organizations into emergency planning and management. Vulnerable populations include (but are not limited to) persons who are physically or mentally disabled, limited or non-English-speaking, geographically or culturally isolated, medically or chemically dependent, homeless, frail/elderly, children, or owners of pets or service animals. The PrepareNow Web site provides a collection of disaster preparedness information in various languages; information on vulnerable populations; links to traditional emergency service providers and other disaster resources; an index of California Community Collaborative Groups; an events calendar; direct e-mail links to Bay Area programs addressing preparedness concerns of special needs populations; sample disaster plans, guides, and checklists; and other disaster preparedness information.

(  http://www.disasterrecoverynet.net
CAMPUSAFE is a new Web site supporting campus safety. The site provides a unique, single point-of-contact for university, college, business/trade school and high school campuses. It is intended to assist administrators responsible for emergency planning and business continuity planning. It features a monthly newsletter and a menu of products for campus planning needs, including draft plans, procedures, checklists, and other emergency management products. Specific campus-focused vendors are showcased, along with seminars and trade show listings. Each month, CAMPUSAFE highlights useful Web sites providing best practices and free information. The site charges for some of its products, services, and information, but numerous resources and ideas are free. For more information, contact: Rick Tobin (530) 622-2815 or e-mail at rtobin@foothill.net.
(  http://www.iaem.com
The Web site of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM – 

formerly the National Coordinating Council on Emergency Management) includes information about the association, its mission, and its Certified Emergency Manager program; details about IAEM conferences; a “Topic of the Month” section; lists of IAEM partners and experts; news regarding current issues in emergency management; and copious links to other emergency-management-related sites. 

(  http://www.ag.uiuc.edu/~disaster/disaster.html
The University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service (CES) Disaster Services offers a broad spectrum of information on current disasters, disaster preparedness and recovery, other agencies, and networks dealing with disasters. 

(  http://www.disastercenter.com/home.htm
The Disaster Center is a ganglion of Web links, bulletin boards, forums, and pages of all kinds dealing with disasters. The site assembles and arranges disaster information from hundreds of others sites and adds information of its own to produce an extensive reference resource. It also offers numerous bulletin boards, including one for every state plus special boards for specific disaster-related topics. Interested persons are invited to post messages as appropriate, including notices of upcoming events, training, and related items. 

(  http://www.discovery.com/news/earthalert/earthalert.html
The “Earth Alert” home page from the Discovery Channel offers a world map dotted with small icons that chronicle recent (within the last week) natural events - from earthquakes to forest fires to insect infestations.  Click on an icon and find out the latest about the locust plague in Iran (back issues are also available). 

(  http://www.yahoo.com
Yahoo and the many other search facilities now available on the World Wide Web are invaluable resources for discovering hazards information. Yahoo includes a section (http://www.yahoo.com/Environment_and_Nature/Disasters) devoted to disasters that interested persons can consult to determine the latest Internet resources. 
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