Preface – Hazards Risk Management

The overall goal of this course is to contribute to the reduction of the growing toll (deaths and injuries, property loss, environmental degradation, etc.) of disasters in the United States by providing an understanding of a process (the hazards risk management process) that provides a framework that may be applied at all levels of communities and governments, to identify, analyze, consider, implement and monitor a wide range of measures that can contribute to their well being.

The hazards risk management process, as described and applied in this course, provides a general philosophy and description of specific tools and methods that can be utilized to manage the risk associated with the hazards facing a community.  

Special thanks go out to the Pubic Entity Risk Institute (PERI), Fairfax, VA and the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Washington, DC for their generous financial support that made this course development effort possible. Thanks are also extended to Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard, FEMA Higher Education Project Manager, for his encouragement and support, and to Mr. Damon Coppola, GWU Research Assistant, who spent hundreds of hours researching hazards risk management topics, proofreading documents and formatting course materials.
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