Session No. 24


Course Title: Comparative Emergency Management

Session 24: Midterm Exam

Time: 2 Hours


Instructions:

This midterm exam is designed to be a take-home exam, or to be completed with access to Internet research tools.  

Choose 5 of the following 17 essay questions, and write a one-page essay on each. 


Scope

This exam covers the material included in course sessions 1 through 19, up to and including Public Education.  



Essay Questions


1. Explain why a comparative approach to emergency management training and academic study is important.  Describe the reasons why the international experience might be discounted by practitioners in the United States, and make an argument in favor of or against those views.


2. Describe how disasters have changed the course of history, and provide at least three examples from different countries and/or eras to illustrate your answer.  Explain whether or not you feel disasters could have the same impact today on the United States, and explain your stance with examples (hypothetical or actual).


3. Name two major initiatives of the United Nations focused on improving the disaster resilience of all member nations (past or current)?  How have these initiatives helped the United States, if at all?  What are the primary obstacles to initiatives such as these?


4. What, if any, correlation do you feel exists between a country’s disaster experience and their development progress?  Should the United States have an interest in whether or not other nations are able to respond effectively to disaster events?  Why or why not?

5. What are the five primary disaster trends that are occurring worldwide that were described in this course?  Provide your opinion on why each trend is occurring.

6.  Describe three methods by which emergency managers can identify the hazards that affect their jurisdiction.  What are the advantages of each of these methods?


7. Describe a standard process through which a jurisdiction or a nation’s hazard risks may be measured and compared to each other.  


8. Choose one of the four hazard vulnerability profiles, and describe it in detail.  Explain how this vulnerability profile helps emergency managers to better understand hazard risk.  Choose two countries, one of which can be the United States.  List specific factors that increase and decrease vulnerability in the profile you have chosen for each country.


9. Explain why people of different countries of the world might have differing perceptions about the risk from similar hazards.  Use actual examples to support your answer from a minimum of two different countries.  Describe why an emergency manager would benefit from understanding why these differences in perception exist (in terms of their ability to do their job).

10. List the functions included in the emergency management cycle (select a cycle from the course, and indicate which cycle you are referring to.)  Describe why different countries, as a factor of their development progress or governmental type (or other factors) may differ with regards to the emergency management functions they focus on.

11. Explain the three primary and two secondary goals of mitigation.  Describe why a country or a society may seek to achieve different goals for different hazards.  Use examples to support your answer.

12. Explain what is meant by ‘structural mitigation’.  Provide a description for three different forms of structural mitigation, illustrated with a practical example for each (from the course material or elsewhere).

13. Explain what is meant by ‘nonstructural mitigation’.  Provide a description for three different forms of structural mitigation, illustrated with a practical example for each (from the course material or elsewhere).

14. Explain what Risk Transfer, Sharing, and Spreading mechanisms are and how they work.  Provide one example from within the United States, and one from the international experience, that illustrate the benefits of this risk mitigation option.

15. Explain why risk mitigation measures must be incorporated into development and recovery projects.  Use at least one example from the international experience.

16. What are the five categories of governmental preparedness actions described in this course?  Define each category, and provide an example as illustration.

17. What are the four types of behavior that public education campaigns attempt to influence?  Provide an example of each behavior for a hazard of your choice.
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