Who:  Civil Defense Minister Rick Barker

What:  Nationwide preparedness campaign: “Get Ready Get Thru”

Where: New Zealand

Partners:
Television an radio stations, the consortium (Celmengers, Senate, and Colmar Bruton), schools, seeking others 

Mission: “To boost public awareness and understanding of the need to prepare to face disasters by having a plan, and taking steps to be better prepared.”

In June 2006, New Zealand Civil Defense Minister Rick Barker launched a nationwide campaign that urged New Zealanders to “Get Ready Get Thru.” The mass media campaign includes radio, television, and print ads to encourage New Zealanders to prepare for disasters.  The key messages to this campaign were listed on New Zealand’s Department of Internal Affairs’ webpage as:

· In a disaster, essential services will be disrupted. Emergency services and civil defence staff will be doing their job BUT help cannot get to everyone as quickly as they may need it. 

· Each and every one of us needs to take responsibility to PLAN to look after those dependent on us; and 

· We need to take steps now to be prepared to look after ourselves for up to three days or more. (http://www.dia.govt.nz/diawebsite.nsf)

In addition to the mass media portion of the initiative, other public initiatives included:

· A school program entitled “What’s the Plan Stan?” was sent out to over 3000 primary and intermediate schools.  15 professional development workshops were held around the country an they were attended by over 500 teachers and principals, and civil defense staff. 

· A website, www.getthru.govt.nz , was created to provide user-friendly information and advice for the public on what they should do to be prepared.  The website also offers links to the nearest council so that people easily can access information specific to their region.

· The agency also created a Public Education Toolbox, (PE)Toolbox to provide those tasked with developing public education programs for CDEM groups with resources, such as templates, written materials, articles and media releases, communications strategies, a photo database, and examples of programs undertaken by others. 

· The program includes an intensive evaluation component of quantitative benchmark research to understand current national levels of awareness, understanding, and preparedness. 

· The program also became very involved with the promotion of the annual Disaster Preparedness Week    

Contact Information
Website: www.getthru.govt.nz 
 E-mail: For further information on the National Public Education Program, please contact: chandrika.kumaran@dia.govt.nz 

To obtain additional copies of “What’s the Plan Stan?” materials, contact chris.baylis@dia.govt.nz.

