George Mason University – Master of Science in Biodefense
The Biodefense Graduate Program in the Department of Public and International Affairs at George Mason University offers two degrees: an MS in Biodefense and a Ph.D. in Biodefense. The goal of the Biodefense Program is to educate the next generation of biodefense and biosecurity professionals and scholars. This program provides students with the knowledge, skills and training to assess the risks posed by natural and man-made biological threats, develop strategies for reducing these risks to national and international security, and bridge the gap between science and policy. The main objective of the Biodefense program is to train students for employment in the areas of biodefense, homeland security, and national security in academia, non-government organizations, industry, and government. The program provides students with a background in the science and technology of biodefense and the opportunity to specialize in the fields of international security and homeland security. By combining a foundation in the biological sciences with a focus on policy analysis, it was the first program of its kind in the United States to offer a broad program of study in the defense against biological threats.
MS in Biodefense

This degree requires the completion of 36 credits. 
Required Courses (19 Credits):

· Science Core:

· BIOD 604: Introduction to Biodefense: Bacteria and Toxins 

· BIOD 605: Introduction to Biodefense: Viruses

· Policy Core: 

· BIOD 609: Biodefense Strategy and Policy

· PUAD 630: All Hazard Planning and Preparedness

· GOVT 540: International Politics

· Methodology Core:

· GOVT 500: Research Methods in Political Science

Elective Courses (At least 9 credits of BIOD):

· Optional: Students may take their electives in one of two concentrations: International Security or Homeland Security
Up to 6 credits of approved non-BIOD electives

3 credits of BIOD 798 for Research Project or 6 credits of BIOD 799 for Thesis

The Biodefense Program offers two concentrations: International Security and Homeland Security.

International Security

This concentration provides students with a foundation in the international dimensions of biodefense and biosecurity and the international security implications of proliferation, terrorism, and health crises. Students will learn to apply theories of international relations and security studies to the conduct of U.S. foreign policy, the development of international laws and norms, and the role of international organizations in fostering international cooperation to combat shared threats. Students will also have the opportunity to develop an in-depth knowledge of the theory and practice of intelligence and the role of intelligence in national security decision-making. 

Homeland Security

This concentration provides students with a background in the principles and policies of homeland security with an emphasis on medical and public health preparedness for man-made and naturally occurring disasters. Students will learn about the art and practice of the full spectrum of emergency preparedness activities including prevention, planning, detection, response and recovery. Students will also become familiar with methodologies for assessing threats posed by terrorists, weapons of mass destruction, and naturally occurring epidemics.

George Mason University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).

For more information:

Contact: Public & International Affairs

George Mason University 

4400 University Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Phone: (703) 993-9466
Email:  biodefense@gmu.edu 
Additional Information: Web: http://pia.gmu.edu/graduate   
Additional Phone: Peg Koback (703) 993-3707, mkoback@gmu.edu 
Update: 9/13/12    
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