Boston University School of Public Health – Managing Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies 

Boston University School of Public Health offers the Managing Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies Certificate, a program that prepares participants to function effectively in emergency relief situations, both in the field and in management and policy positions behind the scenes. It covers the causes and consequences of CHEs, how to respond immediately, and ways of meeting the basic needs of the affected populations, such as food, water, health care and shelter, and emphasizes critical management, coordination and logistical skills. In addition to management issues in the field, the course explores the policies behind response including politics, international law, ethical challenges as well as cultural factors. Participants will develop skills in using computers to analyze epidemiological data, learn methods for communication, negotiation, planning and budgeting and explore strategies for emergency preparedness and prevention.  Finally, the students will learn program monitoring and evaluation, how to phase out emergency relief efforts and manage the transition to longer-term sustainable development.   

The program is designed for participants from a variety of backgrounds and with different levels of experience who are interested in humanitarian aid. Past participants include physicians, public health professionals, government policy makers, students both local and international, and seasoned humanitarian aid workers with no public health background and international relations specialists.  Several competitive half-tuition scholarship opportunities are available to applicants from the NGO/PVO community as well as recently returned Peace Corps Volunteers.     

Overall Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to: 

· Describe the causes and consequences of natural disasters and complex humanitarian emergencies (CHEs); 
· Identify, design and organize interventions for immediate response to a disaster or CHE including medical response and provision of shelter and food; 
· Conduct general needs and public health assessments, and analyze data using the Epi Info computer program; 
· Identify the public health implications and the common causes of morbidity and mortality and the importance of setting up a surveillance system; 
· Take part in public health interventions including MCH and reproductive health, nutrition, infectious diseases treatment and prevention, water and sanitation, landmine awareness, HIV/AIDS, vector control, and mental health; 
· Describe effective measures to ensure sustainable long-term projects and the transition from emergency relief programs to development; 
· Describe the mandate and role played by the various UN agencies and other humanitarian, political and military organizations involved in responding to disasters and complex emergencies; 
· Mobilize and coordinate the efforts of the local populations and the displaced persons themselves in assisting the relief effort; 
· Identify major issues in designing, implementing, and monitoring effective, appropriate interventions; 
· Brief and coordinate with the media to effectively inform the public and policy makers about causes, consequences and other aspects of disasters and CHEs; 
· Explain and apply relevant humanitarian law and human rights issues in relief situations; 
· Perform key management responsibilities, including planning and budgeting, human resource management, development of financial appeals, security and communication; 
· Manage logistics including the supply and distribution of drugs, food, water, shelter materials, and other commodities; 
· Be prepared to live and work in emergency situations. 

The Managing Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies Certificate program is a 12-week intensive program, which meets six hours a day -Monday through Friday. The course contributes 16 credit hours toward completion of a Masters of Public Health degree (33% of the credits required for the degree) at Boston University of Public Health.  Teaching methods include lectures, group discussions and presentations, case studies, role-plays and in-class exercises, as well as individual projects and group work.  Teaching is shared by Boston University faculty and visiting lecturers who bring to the course years of expertise in relief work with NGO’s, UN agencies and donor organizations. 

For more information: 

Contact: Melissa Hagan, Course Manager, International Health Department 
Boston University School of Public Health – Managing Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies 
715 Albany Street, T4W 
Boston, Massachusetts 02118 
Phone: (617) 414-1454 
Fax: (617) 638-4476 
Email: mjhagan@bu.edu 

Additional Information:
www.international-health.org 
Additional Phone: 
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