University of New Orleans – Department of Political Science – Master of Public Administration with Hazard Policy Specialization
The University of New Orleans offers a Master of Public Administration degree with a multidisciplinary Hazard Policy specialization, as well as a Graduate Certificate in Hazard Policy Studies.  The Hazard Policy specialization within the Masters of Public Administration program consists of three 3-credit courses and six hours of thesis or project credit.  The courses include U.S. Disaster Policy & Administration, Planning for Hazards, and Sociology of Disasters, with a Master’s thesis or project done in a hazard-related area.  With the permission of the MPA Director, students may select supplemental coursework from a series of additional disaster-specific graduate courses offered by the University of New Orleans.
Graduate students may also earn a Graduate Certificate in Hazard Policy Studies.  Students take three 3-credit hazard-related courses as electives while earning their Masters or Ph.D. in their primary academic discipline.  The intent is to produce public administrators, political scientists, sociologists, urban scholars, civil engineers and other graduates who understand the complexities of public policy, public service delivery, social issues and intergovernmental relationships in disaster situations.

The purpose of the Hazard Policy series of courses is to provide a non-technical program of study of the policy implications of natural and technological disasters.  At the conclusion of the coursework, graduates entering or continuing their careers will have a comprehensive understanding of the issues surrounding disasters – particularly those issues arising from intergovernmental relationships; mitigation through land-use and building codes; planning for disasters; technological issues and Geographic Information Systems; public policy and continuity of government service delivery.  Several highly competitive students each year are offered fully funded research assistantships working in an applied area of hazard research in partnership with the University’s Center for Hazard Assessment Response and Technology (CHART). 
The University of New Orleans is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  

For more information:

Contact: Dr. John J. Kiefer

Associate Professor and Director

Master of Public Administration Program

Department of Political Science

University of New Orleans

254 Milneburg Hall
New Orleans, Louisiana 70148

Ph: (504) 280-3842
Fax: (504) 280-3838
Email: JKiefer@UNO.edu 

Additional Information: http://poli.uno.edu/MPA/ 
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