Saint Louis University – Master of Science in Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness, and Graduate Certificate in Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness, and Doctoral Program in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness
Saint Louis University, School of Public Health, Institute for Biosecurity is offering a Master of Science, an MPH, and a Graduate Certificate in Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness. All of these programs may be completed via distance learning technology. Courses completed for the Graduate Certificate can be later applied to the MS Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness degree. The Master of Science degree focuses on the skills required to be a biosecurity professional, which encompasses the fields of homeland security and consequence management of pandemics. The programs are designed for public health officials, physicians, physician assistants, nurses, veterinarians, emergency management professionals, corporate security and health personnel, law enforcement, and related professionals and those individuals interested in the field of public health and homeland security. The distance learning format of the program emphasizes critical thinking and permits the adult learner to customize the length of the program to suit individual needs.  
The Master of Science program requires 42 credit hours to complete (10 required courses and 4 electives). The Graduate Certificate is comprised of five core courses listed below within the Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness curriculum.  

Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness curriculum (all courses earn 3 credit hours):
	BSDP-566*
	Fundamentals of Disaster Planning 

	BSDP-570*
	Public Health & Disasters

	BSDP-572*
	Communicable Diseases & Infection Control

	BSDP-573*
	Disaster Planning for Infectious Disease Disasters - Prereq: BSDP 572

	BSDP-575
	Epidemiological Methods & Infectious Disease Surveillance

	BSDP-576
	Disaster Communications & Media Relations

	BSDP-578
	Behavioral & Cultural Aspects of Disaster Response

	BSDP-582*
	Disaster Management & Risk Analysis

	BSDP-583
	Legal & Ethical Implications of Disasters

	BDSP-615
	Biosecurity Capstone


Elective Courses: 

	BSDP-564
	Medical and Public Health Intelligence

	BSDP-565
	Threat Characterization and Response

	BSDP-571
	Terrorist Organizations and Their Motivations

	BSDP-574
	Epidemics & Other Disasters

	BSDP-584
	Advanced Topics in Infectious Disease--Prereq: BSDP 572

	BSDP-586
	Preparing for Disasters – Resilience and Stress Response

	BSDP-587
	Facing the Challenges of International Bioterrorism

	BSDP-588
	Emerging Infections: Epidemiology and Public Health Importance

	BSDP-593
	Business Continuity Management and Pandemic Planning


The Institute's newly established (2009) PhD program in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness provides students the mentoring and rigorous academic background required for leadership and research positions for biosecurity professionals, such as emergency management, homeland security, epidemiology, communicable disease management and disaster/pandemic planning. Though the program includes online coursework, it also requires a minimum of 1-2 years of full-time in-person residency at Saint Louis University. It allows students to study and work side-by-side with nationally known educators and researchers who serve as mentors. Graduates can look forward to positions as faculty members, with federal agencies, and within the private health care sector.
Saint Louis University and the School of Public Health are granted accreditation from the Accrediting Commission on Education for Health Services Administration and the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

For more information:

Contact: Larry Bommarito, Program Manager, Institute for Biosecurity 

Saint Louis University 

3545 Lafayette Ave, Suite 400 

St. Louis, MO 63104

Ph: (314) 977-8135

Fax: (314) 977-3234
Email: bommarlg@slu.edu 

Additional Information: http://bioterrorism.slu.edu 

Update: 08/22/11
 “Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

