Pennsylvania State University World Campus – Online Masters in Professional Studies-Homeland Security
Penn State World Campus offers a 33 credit Master of Professional Studies online degree. A series of homeland security core courses provide students with a fundamental understanding of homeland security, and then they can choose one of five specializations: the general homeland security base program which focuses on policy and organization, or options in public health preparedness, geospatial intelligence, information security and forensics, or agricultural biosecurity.
Curriculum: Each student takes three core courses (9 credits):
HLS 801-Homeland Security Administration—Policies & Programs
HLS 803-Homeland Security-Social and Ethical Issues
HLS 805-Violence, Threats, Terror and Insurgency

Students choose from one of five specializations (12 credits): 

Base Program courses: 

PADM 401-Introduction to Homeland Security
PADM 404-Homeland Security and Defense in Practice
PADM 802-Multifaceted Approaches to Homeland Security 
PADM 803-Strategic Planning and Organizational Imperatives in Homeland Security and Defense

Agricultural Biosecurity courses: 

AGBIO 520-Agricultural Biosecurity: Protecting a Key Infrastructure
AGBIO 521-Food Defense: Prevention Planning for Food Processors
AGBIO 802-Veterinary Infectious Disease Diagnostic and Surveillance Systems
AGBIO 803-Plant Protection: Responding to Introductions of Threatening Pest and Pathogens

Geospatial Intelligence courses: 

GEOG 882-Geographic Foundations of Geospatial Intelligence
GEOG 883-Remote Sensing for the Geospatial Intelligence Professional
GEOG 884-Geographic Information Systems for the Geospatial Intelligence Professional
GEOG 885-Advanced Analytic Methods for Geospatial Intelligence

Information Security and Forensics courses: 

IST 454-Computer and Cyber Forensics
IST 515-Information Security and Assurance
IST 554-Network Management and Security
IN SC 561-Web Security and Privacy

Public Health Preparedness courses: 

PHP 410-Public Health Preparedness for Disaster and Terrorist Emergencies
PHP 510-Public Health Preparedness for Disaster and Terrorist Emergencies II
PHP 527-Public Health Evaluation of Disasters and Bioterrorism
PHP 530-Critical Infrastructure Protection of Health Care Delivery Systems

Students take three electives (9 credits).  Examples of electives: 

CAS 553-Disaster Communication 
GEOSC 402Y-Natural Disasters
IST 564-Crisis, Disaster and Risk Management
PLSC 439- The Politics of Terrorism
PSY 558-Disaster Psychology
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Each student completes a capstone course (3 credits). 


The Pennsylvania State University is accredited by the Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of College and Schools.  

For more information:

Contact: Ms. Amanda Campbell
Marketing Strategy Specialist
Penn State World Campus 
The 329 Building, Suite 408 
University Park, PA 16802 
Ph: 814-865-5439
Email: AJCampbell@psu.edu 

Additional Information: www.worldcampus.psu.edu 
Email:  psuwd@psu.edu 
Phone:  800-252-3592-Toll free within the United States
             814-865-5403 - (Local and International)
             814-865-0741 - TTY
Fax:      814-865-3290
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The Pennsylvania State University
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