Tulane University – Master of Science in Disaster Resilience Leadership Studies
The Disaster Resilience Leadership Studies (DRLS) Masters program, which is being offered by Tulane University’s Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy, is the result of an inter-school collaboration that includes the Tulane University School of Law, School of Social Work, School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, A.B. Freeman School of Business, School of Architecture, the Departments of Mathematics, Economics and Sociology as well as the Payson Center, the Murphy Institute and the Center for Bioenvironmental Research.  The DRLS Masters program will advance the field of disaster resilience leadership by strengthening the capacity of new and mid-level disaster management and humanitarian professionals to more effectively lead disaster preparedness, response and recovery programs. Moreover, the successful DRLS candidates will deepen their understanding of disaster resilience leadership, stimulate global communication among disaster resilience leaders, and train and nurture the next generation of leaders in the disaster resilience and humanitarian assistance community.  
We live in an insecure world where the number of people at risk from conflict and natural disasters has resulted in escalating numbers of internally displaced persons and refugees globally.  With the UN reporting that five times more people are now affected by disasters than a generation ago, it is clear that our collective future depends upon the quality of leadership to save lives, alleviate suffering and increase the capacity of impacted communities to address the root causes of humanitarian crises - chronic poverty, political marginalization, etc. 

Towards that end, the Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy is dedicated to the systematic strengthening of global humanitarian leadership through the Disaster Resilience Leadership Studies (DRLS) Masters program, a program that integrates education, research, and application, to achieve increased resilience in communities and individuals impacted by natural and manmade disasters.

The DRLS Masters program is a 36 credit program that can be pursued in a traditional 2-year format, or can be taken in an accelerated 3 semester (12 month) timeframe.  18 of the required credits must come from completion of core courses, including four courses representing each of the core academic pillars and two research based classes:
• Psychosocial and Behavioral Leadership Sciences (3 credits)
• Disaster Operations Leadership Management & Policy (3 credits)
• Leadership Analysis (3 credits)
• Environmental Hazards Sciences (3 credits)
• Research Methods (3 credits)
• Quantitative Analysis (3 credits)

The remaining 18 credits can be taken through electives chosen to best match the student’s area of interest.

The Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy is housed in the Payson Center for International Development within the Tulane Law School. 
Tulane University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).
For more information:

Contact: Program Manager, Vicky Lattone, MSW/MPH  

Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy

Tulane University

200 Broadway, Suite 203

New Orleans, LA 70118

Phone: (504) 314-7057 

Fax: (504) 314-7063 
Email: vlattone@tulane.edu 
Additional Information: Can be found at www.drlatulane.org and inquiries can be sent to drls@tulane.edu.  
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