University of Massachusetts-Lowell – Graduate Certificate in Security Studies 

This graduate-level certificate program addresses the increasing global and local concern involving security issues. The program consists of three required courses plus one elective course that can be chosen from a list of courses in the student's particular area of interest. 

After the tragedies of September 11, 2001, national policymakers called upon state and local law enforcement agencies to work together in strengthening our national defense. The formulation of the Homeland Security Act was a legislative effort to implement a "total" security infrastructure composed of federal, state, local, and private law enforcement agencies as well as a vast range of organizations that historically did not interface with one another. 

Because of these recent changes in government, there is a growing need to understand the type of information gathering that occurs in these agencies, strategies for sharing the information while maintaining data quality, and ways to use the information for strategic planning, policy development and analysis. There are also concerns about how to go about gathering and analyzing this critical information without infringing upon the public's civil liberties and privacy rights. 

In response to the demand for knowledge in this area, University of Massachusetts - Lowell's Criminal Justice Department has developed a graduate-level program designed to educate students in the complex nature of threats and how to manage them. Students can focus their studies in areas such as risk management and analysis; organizational and systems integration; legal and political policy and ethical issues in responding to threats; policy development and analysis; and the use of technology in implementing national security. The program is appropriate for students with a general interest in homeland security, professionals who are currently employed in security-related jobs, and for those interested in pursuing careers in security. If a student is subsequently admitted into the Criminal Justice M.A. program, those courses may be applied toward that degree.    

Graduate Certificate in Security Studies curriculum:

Required Courses:
Overview of Homeland Security

Terrorism/Counter Terrorism

Contemporary Security Studies

Elective Courses (choose one of the following): 

Crisis and Emergency Management

Domestic Terrorism and Hate Crimes

Threat Assessment Risk Management

Economic Crime

Crime Analysis and Mapping

Criminal Justice Intelligence & Information Sharing

The University of Massachusetts at Lowell is granted accreditation by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.  

For more information:  

Contact: Dr. Paul Tracy, PhD

Professor of Criminal Justice & Criminology
Director of Graduate Studies

University of Massachusetts-Lowell 

870 Broadway St. 

Lowell, Massachusetts 01854 

Ph: (978) 934-4106

Fax:  (978) 934-3077

Email: CJGradAdvisor@uml.edu
Additional Information:  http://continuinged.uml.edu/online/securitystudies.cfm
Additional Phone:  978-934-4106
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