Northcentral University – Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration with Homeland Security Specialization
The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) program is a research-based program designed to prepare leaders for positions in the private and public sectors. Upon completion of the Ph.D. program, Learners are expected to have a broad knowledge in fields of business and technology management and an understanding of at least one specialized area of study. The aim is to enhance knowledge and competencies appropriate to a leadership role in business, administration, and technology management. The primary aim of the Ph.D. program is to provide Learners the expertise in the methods of scientific inquiry and independent research. 

Goals of the Ph.D. Program 

The goals of the Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration program are to: 

· Prepare Learners to advance their knowledge base through the use of specializations. 
· Prepare Learners to pursue personal goals of advancement in business administration through leadership and management skills. 

· Prepare Learners to manage sufficient qualitative and quantitative tools to perform effective business analysis. 
· Prepare Learners to complete a significant and substantial research dissertation that contributes solutions to issues, problems, and challenges using increasingly complex and innovative practices within the global society. 
· Prepare Learners for professional positions of leadership in the private, business, government, and nonprofit sectors. 

Ph.D. Degree Requirements 

The Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration (Ph.D.) requires that the Learner must complete 51 credit hours beyond the Master's degree. The 51 credit hours will be comprised of 9 credit hours of fundamentals, 18 credit hours within a specialization, 12 credit hours of research courses (dissertation preparation modules), 3 credit hours for the doctoral comprehensive exam course, and 9 credit hours of dissertation coursework. 

A specialization is not required and doctoral Learners may elect 18 credit hours of cross-discipline courses (Elective courses must be appropriate to the Learner's degree program). Courses taken to satisfy the fundamental requirements may not be counted toward the specialization. 

Learners in the Ph.D. program at Northcentral University are required to demonstrate competency in the areas listed below: 

· Graduate-Level Statistics Competency - Ph.D. Learners are required to have completed a graduate-level statistics course within 3 years of entering the Northcentral University program with a grade of "B" (3.0 GPA) or better or completion of the following: 
· Competency in Research Writing Skills – Ph.D. Learners are required to show competency in writing skills for research purposes through their Northcentral University coursework prior to entering the doctoral sequence. 
· Computer Competency - Ph.D. Learners are required to use appropriate computer skills that are necessary in writing a dissertation. Learners must be able to prepare documents using APA formatting and advanced word processing skills, such as the creation of tables and figures, headers and footers, page breaks, tables of contents, and hanging indents. 
· In addition, Ph.D. Learners need to use computer programs for the statistical analysis and presentation of data. The oral defense requires a computer-based presentation by the doctoral candidate such as a PowerPoint presentation. 
Learners assume full responsibility for understanding both the fundamental and specialization requirements of each program. Switching programs after completing coursework may result in re-evaluation, monetary loss, loss of credit hours and/or the need to take additional credit hours. Learners Academic Advisors can assist with any questions related to program requirements. 

Ph.D. Doctoral Course Sequence 

Following completion of all fundamentals, specializations, and electives (if appropriate), doctoral Learners begin RSH courses and progress step-by-step through the research design process; courses must be completed sequentially. All fundamental competency courses, specialization courses, and RSH coursework must be completed prior to Learners entering into the Comprehensive Examination. Upon successful completion of the Doctoral Comprehensive Examination, Learners become official Doctoral Candidates and may move onward to the dissertation coursework sequence. The dissertation coursework sequence is completed sequentially. 

The research for the Ph.D. requires an original contribution to a body of knowledge. Oral Defense of the Ph.D. dissertation is required. 

Doctoral Dissertation Process 

Faculty Mentors assist each Northcentral University Doctoral Learner to reach this high goal through a systematic process leading to a high-quality completed dissertation. A Ph.D. dissertation is a scholarly documentation of research that makes an original contribution to the field of study. This process requires care in choosing a topic, documenting its importance, planning the methodology, and conducting the research. These activities lead smoothly into the writing and oral defense of the dissertation. 

A doctoral candidate must be continuously enrolled throughout the series of dissertation courses. If additional time is required to complete any of the dissertation courses, Learners must re-enroll and pay the tuition for that course. Continuous enrollment will only be permitted when Learners demonstrate progress toward completing dissertation requirements. The Dissertation Committee determines progress. 

Completion Period for Doctoral Degrees 

Northcentral University allows 7 years to complete all doctoral programs. 
Learners who are unable to complete a degree program within the stated time limits are dismissed. If a Learner believes they have extenuating circumstances they may document the circumstances and send a request for consideration to their respective School Dean or designee. Exceptions to the policy are determined on a case-by-case basis and are granted only once. 

Ph.D. Required Fundamental Courses – 9 credit hours
Strategic Knowledge Studies

Personnel Management and Organizational Behavior

Business Statistics 
Prior to enrolling in Research/Dissertation courses 18 credit hours of specialization course listed on the following pages are completed. 
Research/Dissertation Courses – 24 credit hours (Note: This program can be completed with a minimum of 24 credit hours in Research/Dissertation Courses but may require additional credit hours, depending on the time required to complete the dissertation research.)
Research Topic, Problem, Purpose and Questions 
Research Methods and Designs
Select 1 Research Methods Course from the following:

Qualitative Methods
Quantitative Methods
Mixed Methods Research
Concept Paper
Doctoral Comprehensive Examination
Doctoral Dissertation Research I
Doctoral Dissertation Research II
Doctoral Dissertation Research III
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) - 51 Credit Hours  
Note: This program can be completed with a minimum of 51 credit hours but may require additional credit hours, depending on the time required to complete the dissertation research.

Homeland Security: Leadership & Policy (HS) Specialization 

This specialization prepares senior leaders of public administration, law enforcement, public safety, and emergency medical care and disaster preparedness agencies for executive leadership positions in the field of homeland security. This specialization focuses on rigorous research exploring advanced concepts and methods, and applying theory and emerging concepts through innovative approaches to complex problems. Learners may choose from a variety of courses in terrorism, strategy, intelligence, emergency management, and critical infrastructure security issues. 
Ph.D. Specialization Courses for HS – 18 credit hours 
Select 5 courses from the following courses (15 credit hours): 
Homeland Security and Terrorism
Homeland Security Strategy  
Intelligence and Homeland Security
Homeland Security and Weapons of Mass Destruction  
Local Emergency Management and Civil Preparedness
Disaster Management and Terrorism in Healthcare Management  
Leadership, Management, and Public Policy in Homeland Security
Intelligence and Law Enforcement Integration in Homeland Security
Technology and Homeland Security
The Economics of Homeland Security
Aviation and Ground Transportation Security
Resiliency: The Center of Gravity of Homeland Security
Fear and Terrorism
Security of the Maritime Transportation System
Required Specialization Signature Course: 3 credit hours * 
Homeland Security Capstone Project  
* This required research project must be completed as the last course in the specialization 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) - 51 Credit Hours  
Northcentral University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, one of the regional accreditation bodies recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  
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