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Objectives:

9.1 Understand and be able to describe the public-private city building process and the local governmental development management institutions that are a part of that process in a specific community.

9.2 Understand and be able to describe how the city building process, including local government, creates hazard resilience or lack thereof in the community.

9.3 Develop and demonstrate oral and written presentation skills as well as skills involved in participating on a team of mitigation and planning professionals.

Scope:

This session is devoted to oral presentations and discussion of results of fieldwork exercise 1. The written report is also due at the beginning of this session. 

The fieldwork being reported applies to a town or section of a town or several towns as assigned by the instructor.  The requirements for the written report and oral presentation are contained in the description of Exercise 1, contained in the lesson plan for Session 1 (see Objective 1.5 and Attachment 2 to Session 1), although the exercise may not have been introduced until session 2 or 3.  Students will have been working on this exercise for approximately 3-4 weeks.

The written report should be 15 pages (maximum) in length.  It should cover the historic location and growth of the town, current development processes at work there, the role of natural hazards in the historic and present development of the town, and the current state of resiliency to natural hazards resulting from those development processes.  The description of Exercise 1 in Session 1 specifies the assignment in more detail.

The oral presentations by student learning teams should be 10-15 minutes in length, depending upon the number of teams and length of the class period.  The instructor may direct teams to focus on one or two elements of the written report due to time constraints. For the same reason, it is desirable to restrict each team to one or possibly two presenters.  Presentation responsibilities can be rotated among team members over the course of the semester.

The instructor may set up the session to simulate a report to a local public forum of some sort, perhaps a meeting of a “Natural Hazards Working Group” or a city council meeting.  Alternatively, representatives of the exercise community could be invited to the session and be allowed to ask questions and otherwise respond to the presentations.  The instructor should organize the session to allow time for questions, answers, and some discussion of each presentation.  In any case this session should not be a series of presentations without interaction with the audience.

Grading criteria for Exercise 1:

1. Quality of content: is the information relevant and accurate; do descriptions and explanations make sense?

2. Quality of written presentation: is it clearly and appropriately organized; is the writing clear and readable; is the report layout attractive; are the graphics clear, relevant, and attractive?

3. Quality of the oral presentation: is the presentation well organized with a beginning, middle, and strong ending; is the speaker clear and making contact with the audience; are visuals attractive and effective; does the presentation conclude within the time limits?

