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Objectives:

16.1  Understand and be able to describe how hazards are perceived in the community

16.2  Understand and be able to describe public and private emergency management,   

         comprehensive planning, development management action programs, and private   

         project planning and development processes that constitute the community’s 

         explicit and implicit approach to affecting hazard resilience in the community

16.3  Be able to determine opportunities to incorporate resilient community principles 

         into a specific community’s approach

16.4  Continue to develop and demonstrate oral and written presentation skills as well as 

         skills involved in participating on a team of mitigation and planning professionals.

Scope:

This session is devoted to oral presentations and discussion of student reports assigned in exercise 2.  The written report from each team is due at the end of this session. Students will have been working on this exercise for approximately 2-3 weeks.

The written report should be approximately 9 pages in length, plus any figures and tables incorporated into the report.  It should cover how various community actors perceive natural hazards and how the local government’s emergency management program, planning program, and development management action program address hazard mitigation.  It should also propose a vision statement for the community, incorporating resiliency principles, and suggest three opportunities for incorporating those principles into the community’s programs. The description of Exercise 2 in Objective 10.4 in the outline of Session 10 specifies the assignment in more detail.

This session is a good opportunity to invite community representatives to hear the student reports and ask questions and otherwise respond to the assessments and proposals of the students, either in class or in the local government’s offices or public meeting room.  Community representatives can react to the accuracy of the students’ assessments on the various community officials’ perceptions of natural hazards and to the characterization of the community’s present approach to hazards and to mitigation.  They can also react to the proposed community vision, and/or to the suggested opportunities for better incorporating hazard mitigation into the community’s programs.  Alternatively, the instructor may set up the session to simulate a report to a local official, working group, or other public forum of some sort, with students in the class playing the roles of the community officials and citizens.  In any case, the instructor should organize the session to allow time for questions, answers, and some discussion of each presentation.  This session should not be simply a series of presentations without interaction with the audience.

The oral presentations by student learning teams should be10-15 minutes in length, depending upon the number of teams and length of the class period.  The instructor may direct teams to focus on particular elements of the written report due to time constraints. For the same reason, it is desirable to restrict each team to one or possibly two presenters.  Presentation responsibilities should be rotated among team members over the course of the semester, so presenters for exercise 2 should not be the same students who presented the results of Exercise 1.

Grading criteria for Exercise 2:

1. Quality of content: is the information relevant and accurate; do descriptions and explanations make sense?

2. Quality of written presentation: is it clearly and appropriately organized; is the writing clear and readable; is the report layout attractive; are the graphics clear, relevant, and attractive?

3. Quality of the oral presentation: is the presentation well organized with a beginning, middle, and strong ending; is the speaker clear and making contact with the audience; are visuals attractive and effective; does the presentation conclude within the time limits?

The grade for this exercise constitutes 10 percent <or to be determined by instructor> of the final course grade.

