October 3-7, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education 
Project Weekly Activity Report

(1)  BROWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE (FL) -- INVESTIGATING DEVELOPMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:  

October 7, 2005 -- Communicated with Dean Elaine Cohen, Broward Community College, concerning the school's investigation into the development of an emergency management program, particularly pointing out the availability of courses through the "AD-Level EM & HS Training Courses" and "Free College Courses, Books and Materials" tabs on the Project homepage.

(2)  CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA -- GEOGRAPHY BA WITH GIS & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONCENTRATION:

October 3, 2005 -- Approved a description of this program drafted by the Project Assistant, in cooperation with faculty at CUP -- and forwarded the description to the EMI webmaster for upload to the Project website -- The College List section -- Emergency Management Bachelor-Level Concentrations subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(3)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

-- UP FOR REVIEW:

October 3, 2005 -- Received from lead course developer, Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, CD ROM of complete course ready for review.  Provided CD ROM to Admin Support to print review copies, and drafted solicitation for reviewers which was provided to the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado for inclusion in their next electronic edition of "Disaster Research."

(4)  FEMA DISASTER RELIEF INVESTIGATION BY THE SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL:

South Florida Sun-Sentinel (Special Investigative Report).  "FEMA:  A Legacy of Waste."  September 18-19, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-femareport,0,7651043.storygallery?coll=sfla-home-headlines 

[This is a significant expansion of stories the "South Florida Sun-Sentinel"

has been running since the four Florida Hurricanes of 2004, and their investigation of disaster relief payments by FEMA that in their view were questionable.  The paper believed it was being dismissed by FEMA officials when it raised concerns, and the paper's response was to widen it's investigation.  As this first of several articles that can be accessed by following the link above, notes: "Reporters analyzed data obtained from the Federal Emergency Management Agency on 1 million claims for 20 disasters from 1999 to 2004 and created maps showing the location and amounts paid."

Their bottom line: "The Sun-Sentinel reviewed 20 disasters nationwide and found a pattern of fraud and excessive payouts. The federal government's mishandling of the Hurricane Katrina catastrophe is only the latest bungling in a national disaster response system that for years has been fraught with waste and fraud."]

(5)  GRANTHAM UNIVERSITY -- ON-LINE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE WITH HOMELAND SECURITY SPECIALTY:

October 7, 2005 -- The Project Assistant drafted a description of this program for posting to the Homeland Security section of The College List on the Project website, where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for any questions, the point-of-contact is Dr. Gary Sutter, sutterg@grantham.edu

(6)  KATRINA/RITA-RELATED ARTICLES AND REPORTS OF PARTICULAR NOTE:

Brown, Drew, Seth Borenstein and Alison Young.  "Key Military Help For Victims of Hurricane Katrina Was Delayed."  Knight Ridder, September 17, 2005. Accessed at: http://www.realcities.com/mld/krwashington/12666834.htm  

[Excerpt:  "Several emergency response experts...questioned whether Bush and Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff understood how much authority they had to tap all the resources of the federal government - including those of the Department of Defense. 'To say I've suddenly discovered the military needs to be involved is like saying wheels should be round instead of square,' said Michael Greenberger, a law professor and the director of the University of Maryland's Center for Health and Homeland Security. During the last great hurricane - Andrew in 1992 - the failure to get food, water and shelter to Florida and to victims highlighted the importance of quickly engaging the Department of Defense. 'For such disasters, DOD is the only organization capable of providing, transporting and distributing sufficient quantities of items needed,' the Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, wrote in a 1993 report. It noted that the military has storehouses of food and temporary shelters, contingency planning skills, command capability - as well as the helicopters and other transportation needed to get them to a disaster scene fast."]

Carafano, James Jay.  "Improving the National Response to Catastrophic Disaster - Statement Before the Committee on Government Reform, House of Representatives."  September 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandDefense/tst091505a.cfm?renderforpri
nt=1

CNN.com.  "A Disturbing View From Inside FEMA."  September 17, 2005.

Accessed at:  http://www.cnn.com/2005/US/09/17/katrina.response/
Curreri, Frank and Frank Geary.  "Disaster Preparedness:  Region Lacks Evacuation Plan."  Las Vegas Review-Journal.  September 18, 2005.  Accessed

at:

http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2005/Sep-18-Sun-2005/news/27215925.ht
ml  

[Excerpt: O'Brien {Jim O'Brien, Director of Clark County Division of Emergency Management} said federal government officials have been fixated on combating terrorism since Sept. 11, 2001, at the expense of funneling resources for possible natural disasters that happen more frequently.  Said

O'Brien: 'There has been, for four years, too great a focus on a single hazard -- terrorism -- and an ignorance that we have regular, seasonal disasters that nail us'."] 

Dean Cornelia.  "Some Experts Say It's Time to Evacuate the Coast (For Good)."  New York Times, October 4, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/04/science/04coast.html  

[Excerpts:  Writing that the US East and Gulf Coasts, in particular, are becoming ever more vulnerable, this article notes that "More than a decade ago...FEMA scientists suggested imposing new limits on federally subsidized flood insurance and government support for roads, sewers and other infrastructure in erosion hazard areas. But advocates for development denounced the move as undue federal interference, and it was defeated."

Goes on to note prevailing counter-position:  "There are engineering solutions to almost any problem we face," said Mr. Simmons of the beach association, who is mayor of Caswell Beach, N.C., near Cape Fear. He said the problem with places like North Topsail Island {which gets "wiped out"

occasionally} is too little infrastructure support, not too much. "We are not doing a good enough job maintaining things" like beaches, he said."  BWB

Note:  Interesting article, but we all know that ten years from now the East and Gulf coasts will be much more developed and much more vulnerable than today...and that it will take a series of Katrinas to put a serious dent into essentially uncontrolled and unsafe development.]  BTW:  Dean Cornelia is the author of "Against the Tide:  The Battle for America's Beaches."  NY:

Columbia University Press, 1999.

Gaouette, Nicole.  "FEMA's Woes Were Merely the Beginning."  Los Angeles Times, Sep. 18, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-disarray18sep18,0,4498277,full.story?coll=la-home-headlines   

[Excerpt:  "Criticism also continues inside the agency. 'The decision-making is being done by a small inner circle and it's being done without the input of people who have worked on disasters for years or decades,' said a longtime FEMA official involved with disaster relief."

General Accounting Office.  Disaster Management:  Improving the Nation's Response to Catastrophic Disasters (GAO Report RCED-93-186).  Washington DC:

GAO, July 23, 1993.  Accessed at:  http://archive.gao.gov/t2pbat5/149631.pdf
Some excerpts:

"Improving the nation's response capability to catastrophic disasters is essential.  We may well face disasters or emergencies that could affect even more people than Hurricane Andres...experts...predict that we are entering a period of increased hurricane activity and that we need to take action today at the local, state, and federal levels to prevent greater loss of life and property.

"The problems we found with the federal strategy for catastrophic disasters

-- such as inadequate damage and needs assessments, miscommunication, unclear legislative authority, and unprepared, untrained state and local responders -- are more systematic than agency-specific.  Thus, they require solutions that cut across agencies and levels of government.  [Elsewhere

(p.1) it is also stated that another area in which "The federal strategy for responding to catastrophic disasters is deficient" is "because it lacks provisions for the federal government to immediately....provide food, shelter, and other essential services when the needs of disaster victims outstrip the resources of the state, local, and private voluntary community." In addition, "...the response in South Florida suffered from miscommunication and confusion of roles and responsibilities at all levels of government -- which slowed the delivery of services vital to disaster victims" (p. 5).]

"Presidential leadership and an immediate, massive response to a catastrophic disaster are key elements in a successful effort to meeting victim's immediate, life-sustaining needs.  While the military clearly needs to play a pivotal role in this response, there are convincing arguments against assigning DOD lead responsibility for the federal government's entire disaster preparedness, response, and relief operations.

"...we emphasize that state and local governments are integral parts of an effective national disaster response system.  The success or failure of any changes in the federal role in that system will always be heavily affected by the efforts of state and local responders" (p. 11).

Hagin, Agnes.  "More Training Needed for Emergencies, Disasters."  Cedartown Standard (GA),  September 29, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://news.mywebpal.com/news_tool_v2.cfm?show=localnews&pnpID=725&NewsID=663861&CategoryID=3436&on=1  

Makes the point that "Elected officials and community leaders need to be more involved in emergency planning..."  BWB Note:  Would add that here is a role for colleges and universities with emergency management programs -- get faculty and students involved in reviewing local and state emergency operations plans -- will find that many are just paper, cookie-cutter, compliance oriented, uncoordinated, nearly worthless, documents -- faculty and students and work with political leadership and emergency management personnel in development of better plans.

Kitfield, James.  "Poor Communications Slowed Military's Hurricane Response."  National Journal, September 30, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32263&dcn=todaysnews.  

[Excerpts:  "'We wanted soldiers, helicopters, food, and water,' Denise Bottcher, the governor's {Blanco} press secretary told a reporter on September 5.  The feds 'wanted to negotiate an organizational chart.'  New Orleans Nagin was equally incensed.  'We're still fighting over authority'....The bickering caused some experts to question the traditional "tiered" disaster-response system adopted by DHS in its National Response Plan...."The challenge with all of these issues, whether you're talking about homeland defense or disaster relief, is that homeland security is a shared responsibility," Cilluffo [Director of Homeland Security Policy Institute at George Washington University] said.  "People may want to simplify the chain of command and make one person accountable, but under our federal system," Cilluffo continued, "responsibility starts at the local level and works its way up from the bottom. And unless you are willing to quickly federalize police, firefighters, and other first responders in a crisis, and re-examine the Constitution and the federalist system that has been embedded in our ethos since 1776, we may have to live with that fact.

In the meantime, the sad truth is that the terrorists are likely looking at our response to Katrina and taking notes. As bad as Mother Nature is, she doesn't intentionally plan to kill people....

"...Lacking specific requests or clear guidance from Homeland Security and FEMA, Northern Command adopted what observers have called an overly passive posture. The military deployed some assets to the region, but scheduled most of them to arrive many days after Katrina had passed. That reticence may partly have been the result of U.S. military commanders' instincts and training to stay in the background and take only a supporting role in domestic operations."  BWB Note:  Sounds like FEMA was following dictates of National Response Plan, which has more of a command and control "feel" to it than a cooperation and coordination "feel."]

Leonard, Devin.  "The Only Lifeline Was the Wal-Mart - The World's Biggest Company Flexed Its Massive Distribution Muscle to Deliver Vital Supplies to Victims of Katrina - Inside an Operation that Could Teach FEMA a Thing or Two."  Fortune Magazine, October 3, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.fortune.com/fortune/articles/0,15114,1106179,00.html
Moniz, Dave.  "Guard Relief Hurt By Obsolete Equipment."  USA Today, September 30, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2005-09-19-guards-equiptment_x.htm
Murray, Shailagh.  "Storms Show A System Out of Balance - GOP Congress Has Reduced Usual Diet of Agency Oversight."  The Washington Post, October 5, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/04/AR2005100401426_pf.html 

Pierre, Robert E. and Ann Gerhart.  "News of Pandemonium May Have Slowed Aid

- Unsubstantiated Reports of Violence Were Confirmed by Some Officials, Spread by News Media."  Washington Post, October 5, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/04/AR2005100401525.html 

Povich, Elaine S.  "Mineta Defends Department's Performance During Katrina."

Government Executive Magazine, October 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32503&dcn=todaysnews  

[Excerpt:  "Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta Thursday blamed the Federal Emergency Management Agency for holding up his department's efforts to move individuals out of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast.  Mineta said his department had rounded up hundreds of privately operated buses at FEMA's request and brought them to a designated highway stop near New Orleans. There they sat, because FEMA did not give them orders to move, Mineta told a House Appropriations subcommittee. 

Mineta also said his department had secured a train with enough cars to transport 600 passengers and brought it as close as possible to New Orleans after the storm, but that FEMA delivered only 90 passengers. "They must not have known there were people at the [New Orleans] convention center," Mineta said. House Transportation-Treasury Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Joseph Knollenberg, R- Mich., asked Mineta to assess how well FEMA performed during the disaster. "Not well," said Mineta, after a long a pause."]

Sengupta, Kim.  "Iraq War Delayed Katrina Relief Effort, Inquiry Finds."

The Independent (UK), October 3, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/americas/article316682.ece  

[The article closes:   "The one thing this disaster has demonstrated [is]

the lack of coordinated, in-depth planning and training on all levels of Government, for any/all types of emergency contingencies. 9/11 was an exception because the geographical area was small and contained, but these two hurricanes have clearly demonstrated a national response weakness ...

Failure to plan, and train properly has plagued US efforts in Afghanistan, Iraq and now that failure has come home to roost in the United States."]

Silverstein, Ken.  "Louisiana Officials Indicted Before Katrina Hit - Federal Audits Found Dubious Expenditures by the State's Emergency Preparedness Agency, Which Will Administer FEMA Hurricane Aid."  Los Angeles Times, September 17, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-money17sep17,1,5736422.story?coll=la-headlines-nation&ctrack=1&cset=true   

[Excerpt:  "Senior officials in Louisiana's emergency planning agency already were awaiting trial over allegations stemming from a federal investigation into waste, mismanagement and missing funds when Hurricane Katrina struck. And federal auditors are still trying to track as much as $60 million in unaccounted for funds that were funneled to the state from the Federal Emergency Management Agency dating back to 1998. In March, FEMA demanded that Louisiana repay $30.4 million to the federal government.  The problems are particularly worrisome, federal officials said, because they involve the Louisiana Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness..."  BWB:  Wonder if this had anything to do with Michael Brown's difficulty establishing "Unified Command".]

Steinhauer, Jennifer, and Eric Lipton.  "FEMA, Slow to the Rescue, Now Stumbles in Aid Effort."  New York Times, September 17, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/17/national/nationalspecial/17fema.html?ex=1284609600&en=c868f9f1a06c8dac&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss   

[Excerpt:  "FEMA, Mr. Lokey said {William Lokey, FEMA Coordinating Officer for 3-State FEMA Katrina response}, is an agency with limited federal money that must quickly expand its operational capacity only after a major disaster strikes. It has not won a large chunk of the new federal homeland security dollars, that have been dedicated to terrorism. 'If the billions of dollars that have been spent on chemical, nuclear and biological response, if some of that had come over here, we would have done better,' he said.

'But after 9/11, the public priority was terrorism'."]

Streitfield, David.  "Changes Sought to Cover Losses - Mandatory National Insurance for Disasters Such as Hurricanes and Earthquakes is Getting a Serious Look - Critics Call it a Bailout for Carriers."  Los Angeles Times, October 5, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-fi-insure5oct05,1,147512.story 

Sunnucks, Mike.  "State, City Emergency Plans Face Evacuee Accommodation Revisions."  Phoenix Business Journal, September 29, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2005/09/26/daily48.html  

[BWB Note:  Quotes a State Emergency Management official to the effect that that State's "policy has been for residents and businesses to have enough supplies on hand to survive several days without evacuating."  That may well be their plan, but we all know that such plans will not survive contact with reality -- driving need for development of faster and more robust local, state and federal response capabilities.]

Verrengia, Joseph, B.  "Natural Disaster In U.S. Morphs To Dangerous New Level."  Associated Press, October 1, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.sacbee.com/state_wire/story/13651729p-14494137c.html  

[Excerpt:  "Some experts say the nation can expect to be pummeled by more of these mega-catastrophes over the next 20 or 30 years in a nasty conspiracy of unfavorable weather patterns, changing demographics and political denial."]

Walsh, Bill.  "Need and Response Proved Out of Sync." New Orleans Times-Picayune, Sep. 18, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.digitaldivide.net/blog/katrina05/view?PostID=6531
Washington Post (Editorial).  "Let FEMA Be FEMA."  October 4, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/03/AR2005100301485.html   

[Excerpt:  "DEFENSE Department officials have testified against it.

Professional emergency managers are opposed to it....The president should listen to the professionals...and not only because, as one Defense Department official recently put it, "what we ought not to do is convert DOD into a department of first responders." The point of having a domestic emergency management agency, after all, is to be able to respond to all emergencies, including those that don't merit military intervention.... The correct response, in the wake of hurricanes Rita and Katrina, is not to bring in the military to do FEMA's job but to fix FEMA. Of course, the agency's civil servants are demoralized: Their role has been downgraded, their agency has been robbed of funding and they have been led by unqualified political appointees.... For a few years in the late 1990s, FEMA prospered under dynamic leadership. Before altering the law so that the military can acquire yet another task, it might be worth thinking about what went right back then."]

Woodward, Calvin.  "Katrina a Textbook In What Not To Do."  Associated Press, Sep. 18, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/K/KATRINA_LESSONS_LEARNED?SITE=NHCON&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2005-09-18-12-39-52 

(7)  NATURAL HAZARDS CENTER RECOMMENDS INDEPENDENT KATRINA REVIEW COMMISSION IN OPEN LETTER TO CONGRESS:

September 26, 2005 -- The Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado at Boulder sends a "letter to select members of the U.S. Congress recommending an immediate, independent, and nonpartisan review of governmental policies and response related to Hurricane Katrina. The Center suggested that any panel, commission, or review be composed of experts in hazards and disasters and that the scope of the inquiry be broad enough to address the underlying issues, societal as well as institutional, that contributed to the severity of the catastrophe.  The intent of the letter is to promote the need for a review that draws up on existing disasters knowledge, charts a course toward improving the nation's disaster resilience and response capabilities, and ensures that mistakes are not repeated in future disasters. The Center encourages all of our constituents to contact their congressional representatives to share their views on this matter."

Read the letter at http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/katrina_letter.pdf.

(8)  NEW YORK CITY EVACUATION HURRICANE PLANNING:

McShane, Larry.  "NYC Unveils Hurricane Evacuation Plan."  New York Times, October 5, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/04/AR2005100400875.html   

[Excerpt:  "The plan now is full of technical and other management flaws," said state Assemblyman Richard Brodsky, who chairs a committee investigating the city's planned response. "There's a basic bottom line: We are incredibly vulnerable, and our leaders are patting us on the head saying, `There, there. Trust us.'"  BWB Note:  Just the tip of the iceberg

-- same can be said of many jurisdictions other than NYC.]

(9)  TERRORISM:

Baker, Peter and Susan B. Glasser.  "Bush Says 10 Plots by Al Qaeda Were Foiled."  Washington Post, October 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/06/AR2005100600455_pf.html 

(10)  UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI -- CERTIFICATE IN HOMELAND SECURITY COURSE

SYLLABI:

October 3, 2005 -- Received from Associate Professor Ed Bridgeman, Department of Criminal Justice, Clermont College, University of Cincinnati, copies of the following syllabi which will be uploaded to the Project website, Syllabi Compilation section soon:

Introduction of Homeland Security

Principles of Emergency Management

Basic and Intermediate Incident Command System Terrorism Awareness and Weapons of Mass Destruction Terrorism History I & II Intelligence & Threat Assessment HAZMAT Awareness & Response Decision Making & Problem Solving

For additional information of the Homeland Security Certificate Program or these courses, Professor Bridgeman can be reached at:  bridgeer@email.uc.edu 

(11)  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS -- SEEKING DIRECTOR, EXECUTIVE MASTER'S DEGREE IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MGMT.:

October 4, 2005 -- Received the following information which we will post in the "EM Faculty Positions" section of the Project website:

"The Department of Public Administration is seeking a Director of the Executive Master's Degree Program in Crisis and Emergency Management (ECEM) available no later than January, 2006.  This is a full-time 12-month, non-tenure track appointment as an Assistant/Associate Professor -in-Residence.  This is both an administrative and teaching position.  The Department is particularly interested in someone with experience in teaching and research interests in the area of emergency management and homeland security.  Responsibilities include directing the new executive master's degree program including program development, recruiting and monitoring student progress toward the degree, and teaching in the program.  The Director will be expected to coordinate the logistics, manage the financial resources for ECEM, and will serve as the liaison for the Department with other units within the University including the Institute for Security Studies.   

Qualifications include:  an earned doctorate in Public Administration, Political Science, Emergency Management, Criminal Justice, or a related field from an accredited college or university.  Evidence of strong curricular development, teaching experience, and a research record, or potential to develop a research agenda, is necessary.  Work experience, or a record of consulting, with national, state, and local agencies in the areas of emergency management including homeland security is preferred.  Success in securing external funding is highly desirable.  Salary is competitive, contingent on labor market.  Position is contingent upon funding.  

Application materials must include a current resume, detailed cover letter, and names, addresses, and telephone numbers of three professional references who may be contacted.  Applicants should fully describe qualifications and experience, since the initial review will serve to evaluate applicants based on documented, relevant qualifications and professional work experience.

The review of materials will begin immediately.  Materials should be addressed to E. Lee Bernick, Search Committee Chair, and are to be submitted via on-line application at https://hrsearch.unlv.edu.  For assistance with UNLV's on-line applicant portal, contact Bob Sitts at (702) 895-1655 or email hrsearch@ccmail.nevada.edu."  

(12)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS -- EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION AND PLANNING

PROGRAM:

October 3, 2005 -- Received September 2005 issue of "The Mitigator"

newsletter, published by the UNT EAP Program.  Noted in the "EADP Alumni News" the positions attained by EAP graduates, such as:

Allen Applegate -- Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Tarrant County Pubic Health Department, Ft. Worth, TX Kristy Ashberry -- Emergency Management Coordinator, City of Rockwall, TX Kent Cawly -- Domestic Preparedness Programs Instructor, General Physics Corp., Pine Bluff, AR Dean Demaret -- Emergency Management Specialist, Ecology and Environment, Inc., Houston, TX Lanita Drilkill -- Emergency Management Specialist, City of Dallas, Office of Emergency Management Arnie Gonzalez -- Emergency Management Analyst, Titan Corporation, Reston, VA Ted Jakubowski -- Senior Operations Planner, Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education, Washington, DC Tony Lamberth -- Metropolitan Medical Response System Coordinator, City of Jacksonville/Duval County, FL Eric Lowman -- Northeast Region Director, Wisconsin Emergency Management, Wausau, WI Timothy Masters -- Homeland Security Planner, Permina Basin Regional Planning Commission, Midland, TX Melissa Patterson -- SNS Coordinator/Clinical Liaison, Fort Worth (TX) Public Health Dept., Bioterrorism Health Emergency Preparedness Team Michael Penaluna -- Emergency Management Program Manager, City of Denton

(TX) Fire Department

Raymond Rivas -- Emergency Management Specialist, City of Dallas (TX) Office of Emergency Management Kevin Starbuck -- Operations Center Section Manager, BWXT Pantex Emergency Management, Amarillo, TX Terry Taylor -- Regional Manager, WTDI Environmental Amy Zook -- Business Continuity Coordinator, The Capital Group Companies, Brea, CA

(13)  UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH -- GRADUATE MINOR IN CIVIL SECURITY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT BEGINS:

October 4, 2005 -- Communicated with Dr. Louise Comfort, Graduate Department of Public Administration, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh, and learned that the long-advocated Graduate Minor in Civil Security and Disaster Management has been approved and officially offered this semester -- with the first course offering being taught by Dr. Comfort -- "Managing threats, Emergencies, and Disasters."

Dr. Comfort provided a syllabus of this course which was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Syllabi Compilation section -- where it should be accessible soon.  The Project Assistant is working with Dr. Comfort to develop a description of this new program for posting to The College List on the Project website, and it too should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Comfort can be reached at:  Comfort@gspia.pitt.edu. 

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
