October 17-21, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AVIAN FLU PANDEMIC RELATED ARTICLES:

Adler, Jerry, and Anne Underwood.  "The Race Against Avian Flu."  Newsweek, October 17, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9630262/site/newsweek/
Kennedy, Edward M.  "America's Response to Avian Flu."  Boston Globe October 16, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.boston.com/news/globe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2005/10/16/
americas_response_to_avian_flu/

Nature.com.  "Web Focus:  Warnings of a Flu Pandemic."  Nature, International Weekly Journal of Science.  Accessed at:

http://www.nature.com/nature/focus/avianflu/index.html 

Wielaard, Robert.  "EU Officials Deem Spreading Bird Flu Global Threat - Foreign Ministers Call for International Cooperation to Contain Deadly Virus; Swiss Drug Company Plan to Build U.S. Plant."  Baltimore Sun, October 18, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/health/bal-euflu1018,1,6130436.story?coll=b
al-home-headlines

(2)  CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY AND RISK MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

October 17, 2005 -- Received for review from project manager, George Haddow, George Washington University, 1st draft of Chapter 8, "Business Crisis and Continuity Management and Planning."   

(3)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE PROJECT -- IN REVIEW PROCESS:

October 21, 2005 -- Distributed several paper copies of this approximately 1000 page graduate level college course this week to volunteers who have agreed to review and comment on this course before the end of next month. The course developer, Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, will then produce a final course based upon consensus agreements we reach on review comments.

(4)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Rosenbaum, David E.  "Study Ranks Homeland Security Dept. Lowest in Morale."

New York Times, October 16, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/16/politics/16homeland.html
[Excerpt:  "...the responses of the Homeland Security employees were less favorable than those of all the other departments and large agencies surveyed by the federal Office of Personnel Management.... 'It shows there is something fundamentally wrong at the organization,' said Peter Cappelli, professor of management and director of the Center for Human Resources at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. 'If you were on the board of directors of a company and you got results like this,' Professor Cappelli said, 'you would lean on the managers to fix the problem or get rid of them'."]

(5)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

October 18, 2005 -- Received from book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, a revised chapter on "Economic Applications in Disaster Research, Mitigation, and Planning" by Dr. Terry L. Clower, Associate Director, Center for Economic Development and Research, University of North Texas.

(6)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 5-8, 2006:

October 21, 2005 -- Had several communications during the week concerning the next EM HiEd Conference.  The biggest news is that this year the conference will be the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Higher Education Conference, reflecting the agreement reached between the EM HiEd Project and the NORTHCOM Homeland Security/Defense Higher Education Consortium to combine our two late Spring/early Summer events.

Also communicated with several social scientists on how to best address the topic of the most important variables contributing to successful disaster response capabilities and operations.

(7)  FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM ARTICLE:

Chu, Kathy.  "FEMA Official:  End Subsidies For Flood Insurance."  USA Today, Oct. 19, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/insurance/2005-10-18-fema-flood-usat_x.htm 

[Excerpt:  "A FEMA official Tuesday called for flood insurance subsidies to be phased out and vulnerable properties to be moved to higher ground to ease pressure on the federal program, which is overwhelmed by claims from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. David Maurstad, acting director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's mitigation division...made the comments during a Senate Banking Committee hearing. He said the agency will request an additional $5 billion in borrowing authority - on top of its existing $3.5 billion - to pay flood claims through November.... FEMA's latest estimate is that it could be $23 billion in the red for more than 225,000 flood claims from Katrina and Rita. That means that the two storms' payouts would exceed the total $15 billion distributed since the program began in 1968. To shore up the program, all policyholders should be charged 'fair and actuarially sound premiums' by phasing out subsidies, Maurstad said. Currently, discounts of roughly 60% are given to owners of properties that existed before flood insurance was required in certain communities. Those subsidies cost FEMA $1.3 billion last year, according to estimates by the Center on Federal Financial Institutions, a non-partisan think tank. J. Robert Hunter, director of insurance for the Consumer Federation of America, says FEMA has suggested subsidy changes before, but the agency's explicit statement Tuesday and support from Congress 'means there is fair unanimity that we should move to less subsidies in a fairly quick period of time'."]

(8)  GLOBAL WARMING ALLEGED TO LEAD TO FUTURE WEATHER EXTREMES -- ARTICLE:

Eilperin, Juliet.  "Warming to Cause Harsher Weather, Study Says."

Washington Post, Oct 18, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/17/AR2005101701324_pf.html 

[Excerpt:   "Extreme weather events -- including heat waves, floods and

drought -- are likely to become more common over the next century in the United States because of human-generated greenhouse gas emissions, according to a new study by Purdue University researchers."]

(9)  HARFORD COMMUNITY COLLEGE, BEL AIR MD -- INVESTIGATING DEVELOPMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

October 18, 2005 -- Talked with Kevin O'Brien who, on behalf of Harford Community College President, Dr. Jim LaCalle, is investigating the development of an emergency management program -- working out of belief that there are not enough educated, professionally-oriented, emergency managers out there to meet market demand.  Went through the EM HiEd Project website, which Mr. O'Brien was not familiar with, and discussed setting up a meeting with HCC administrators in the near future once information from the website can be digested.  We are aware of 116 colleges and universities currently investigating, proposing, or developing an emergency management program -- in addition to the 121 in existence.

(10)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

October 17, 2005 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, Dr.

Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, 2nd drafts of:

Chapter 1,  Introduction to Emergency Management Chapter 2,  Emergency Management Stakeholders Chapter 3,  Building An Effective Emergency Management Organization Chapter 4,  Risk Perception and Communication Chapter 5,  Principal Hazards In The United States Chapter 6,  Hazard, Vulnerability, and Risk Analysis Chapter 7,  Hazard Mitigation Chapter 11, Disaster Recovery Chapter 12, Evaluation Chapter 13, International Emergency Management Chapter 14, Future Directions in Emergency Management

Also received 1st draft of:  Chapter 14, Professional Accountability

Forwarded all chapters to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website, Free College Courses, Books, and Materials section -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(11)  KATRINA and POST-KATRINA-RELATED ARTICLES AND PAPERS:

Alpert, Bruce.  "FEMA Was Warned, Official Says -- Agency Employee Contradicts Ex-Director."  The Times-Picayune (New Orleans), October 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-/1129878424123770.xml
Clarion-Ledger (Jackson, MS).  "Disasters - Military Role Must Stay Specific."  October 17, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051017/OPINION01/510170302/1008/OPINION 

[Excerpt:  "President Bush is misguided in wanting to increase the military role in disasters like Katrina, or potential terrorist or epidemic events, though better coordination is needed. Last week, Paul McHale, assistant secretary of defense for homeland defense, admitted that the military's communication with authorities in Louisiana and Mississippi was poor after Katrina struck - a fact Mississippians know well. But President Bush's proposal to put the Pentagon in charge after a disaster is not the solution....So, what's the point of authorizing military command and force in an emergency? Relief? Or federal control?"]

Curtius, Mary.  "Chertoff Puts the Onus on FEMA."  Los Angeles Times, October 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/news/la-na-katrina20oct20,1,5317982,print.story 

Curtius, Mary.  "Insider Condemns FEMA Response - Its Lone Representative in New Orleans as Katrina Hit, He Tells Senators of Maddening Neglect."  Los Angeles Times, October 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-fema21oct21,0,7656592,print.story?coll=ny-leadnationalnews-headlines 

Hall, Mimi.  "FEMA Official:  Brown Ignored Superdome Warnings."  USA Today, October 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2005-10-20-katrina-FEMA_x.htm
Hedges, Michael.  "An E-Mail Trail of Communication Gaps -- Lawmakers Say Chertoff's Inability To Reach Brown Portrays a Bungled Katrina Response."

Houston Chronicle, October 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/printstory.mpl/politics/3404614
Hsu, Spencer S.  "Repeat of Past Mistakes Mars Government's Disaster Response."  Washington Post, October 16, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/15/AR2005101501106.html 

[Excerpt:  "The repeated cycle of calamity, response and criticism highlights a persistent flaw in the nation's disaster preparedness four years after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks: the inability of emergency agencies to learn from past mistakes, even those committed in recent years, say current and former government officials involved in homeland security.  Instead, personnel turnover, constantly changing priorities and split responsibilities among federal agencies and state and local governments sap the nation's ability to break patterns of bureaucratic failure, experts say. From establishing compatible communications systems for first responders to enforcing baseline preparedness standards for cities and states, goals set in 2001 remain frustratingly out of reach."]

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Messages Depict Disarray in Federal Katrina Response."

Washington Post, October 18, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/17/AR2005101701230_pf.html   

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Chertoff Vows to 'Re-Engineer' Preparedness - Secretary Recognizes Flaws in Hurricane Response and Defends Department."  Washington Post, October 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/19/AR2005101901018_pf.html 

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Aide Says FEMA Ignored Warnings - Testimony Covers Communication as Levees Breached [Katrina]." Washington Post, October 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/20/AR2005102000858_pf.html 

[Excerpt:  "For 16 critical hours, Federal Emergency Management Agency officials, including former director Michael D. Brown, dismissed urgent eyewitness accounts by FEMA's only staffer in New Orleans that Hurricane Katrina had broken the city's levee system the morning of Aug. 29 and was causing catastrophic flooding, the staffer told the Senate yesterday."]

Hudson, Audrey.  "Planning Was Insufficient for Katrina, Chertoff Says."

Washington Times, October 20, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20051019-110449-7273r.htm
[Excerpt:   "'It's not a money issue, it's an issue of proper allocation and priorities," Mr. Chertoff said when asked about former FEMA Director Mike Brown's assertion that the agency was hampered when several hundred million dollars were moved from FEMA to the Homeland Security Department. Mr. Chertoff said FEMA's budget had increased by 28 percent since 2001 and has a greater capacity than it did 15 years ago to handle natural disasters."  

BWB Note:  Disingenuous -- only if one counts the funding that came to FEMA with the new additions of the Noble Training Center in Alabama and the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) program, or perhaps Disaster Relief funds, would it be possible to make the case that FEMA funding has gone up

-- but these were not "increases" -- they reflected new additions to the FEMA mission, which in the case of the Noble training center cost FEMA funding over and above that transferred to FEMA when Noble was transferred to FEMA -- to refurbish the place, for example.  And, of course, disaster relief funds, if these are counted, are not funds that FEMA uses for programs, etc., but pass-through funds that are provided to other federal agencies, state and local governments (public assistance) and citizens (individual assistance). FEMA funds and programs have been cut each year since its incorporation into DHS.  FEMA has less capacity now than it did 5 years ago -- 15 years ago is before the James Lee Witt era.] 

Hudson, Audrey.  "Timing of Katrina Warnings Disputed."  Washington Times, October 21, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washtimes.com/functions/print.php?StoryID=20051021-123220-5542r 

King, Joselyn.  "Local Officials Say FEMA Not Up to the Job."  Wheeling News-Register (WV), October 15, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.news-register.net/community/story/1016202005_com2local.asp
[Excerpt:  "Local emergency management agency officials Friday told U.S.

Rep. Bob Ney, R-Ohio, that they would like to see the Federal Emergency Management Agency removed from the authority of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The officials talked about the amount of bureaucracy they now incur with FEMA, which delays help coming to those who have been victims of a disaster. They discussed how they are banned from using equipment purchased with homeland security dollars for every day use..."]

Lakoff, Andrew.  "From Disaster to Catastrophe:  The Limits of Preparedness"

(Understanding Katrina:  Perspectives from the Social Sciences).  Social Science Research Council, Sep. 30, 2005. Accessed at:

http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/Lakoff/
[Excerpt:  "In contrast to civil defense, which operated according to the norms of hierarchical command-and-control associated with national security, emergency management had a distributed, decentralized structure. While its broader vision was federally-coordinated, a good deal of planning efforts took place at state and local levels, and involved loosely coupled relations among private sector, state and philanthropic organizations.... it seems likely that reforms will push towards an increased federalization-and militarization-of emergency management."]

Lipton, Eric.  "Homeland Security Chief Outlines FEMA Overhaul."  New York Times, Oct. 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/20/national/nationalspecial/20response.html?pagewanted=print 

Lipton Eric.  "Worker Tells of Response by FEMA."  New York Times, October 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/21/national/nationalspecial/21response.html?pagewanted=print 

Lukes, Steven.  "Questions About Power:  Lessons from the Louisiana Hurricane" (Understanding Katrina - Perspectives from the Social Sciences).

Social Science Research Council, October 3, 2005. Accessed at:

http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/Lukes/
[Excerpt:  "This hurricane, though predictable and indeed predicted, was not a normal emergency and, as we know, it far exceeded the capacity of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Leave aside the by now well-known deficiencies of that Agency and the facts that, as the Washington Post observed, five of its eight top officials were Bush loyalists and political operatives who 'came to their posts with virtually no experience in handling disasters' and that this previously highly effective agency had been swallowed up by the Department of Homeland Security, which was engaged in perpetual reorganization and preoccupied with fighting terrorism rather than coping with natural disasters. The point I am here making is that Katrina was no normal emergency, but rather a catastrophe. An appropriate response to catastrophe is that those in various positions of authority, from top to bottom, need to bypass the normal bureaucratic mechanisms for dealing with emergencies. That in so many cases they failed to do so requires explanation. As Time magazine summed it up, 'Leaders were afraid to actually lead, reluctant to cost businesses money, break jurisdictional rules or spawn lawsuits.'.... One central question in the public debate over the Louisiana Hurricane is this: as the waters rose, didn't those in strategic positions have an overwhelming responsibility, that was both moral and political, to bypass formal legal rules?"] 

Mitchell, James K.  "Empowering Knowledge:  A Modest Proposal for a Broader Social Science Research Agenda in the Wake of Hurricane Katrina."  Social Science Research Council, October 4, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/Mitchell/  

[Excerpt: "Unfortunately, the momentum towards vulnerability-sensitive hazards mitigation that developed in the 1990s was not sustained. Katrina caught the country after the national apparatus for addressing environmental risks had been restructured to give primacy to terrorism and broad-based hazard mitigation had been eclipsed by tasks of emergency response and infrastructure protection. These changes had the effect of narrowing the focus and reducing the flexibility of public policies for coping with natural disasters. Since the reorganization of FEMA, mitigation has taken a back seat...while vulnerability has become conceived as a static attribute of urban infrastructure systems rather than a process that pervades all aspects of society and is constantly being modified by human actions. In other words there has been a fundamental misunderstanding of research findings about vulnerability, with the result that a fund of hard-won scientific information about the human dimensions of hazard has been rendered moot. As the Katrina experience suggests, the gap between what we know and what we do is now yawning dangerously wide."] 

Molotch, Harvey.  "Death on the Roof:  Race and Bureaucratic Failure."

Social Science Research Council, September 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/Molotch/
[Excerpt:  "In the Katrina case we are learning that functionaries, in searching out the rules to apply, did a poor job.... They became bureaucrats in the formal sense, rather than the bureaucrats who populate much of real life. Federal authorities apparently said the local governments' requests were too vague; they needed specific requisition. The forms had to be filled out in the right way. Competent bureaucrats take it into account when a caller for help is trying to communicate while drowning. To do otherwise is, in bureaucratic terms, pathological.... For organizational creativity to happen, there needs to be motivation to look up, think, and find the route.

For many people, Katrina would be a no-brainer; something MUST be done, the evident suffering MUST be dealt with. No aspect of protocol can stand in the way. Convention, easy to invoke if you are without a contrary motivation, has to be overcome. What helps?....there needs to be a blink of understanding that others' orientation will be the same, that one will not be alone out on the limb of empathy. You can get away with commandeering fleets of buses, moving funds across budgetary categories, and contacting people out of the sanctioned communication order. Not only can you get away with it, you will-the presumption may be made-later be seen as having done the right thing. Unprecedented action requires some personal adrenaline within and around the bureaucracy. It happens: a kind of panic of empathy that trumps organizational habit and individual postures.... Private companies and public agencies went into action. They put equipment in place and spent a lot of money with contracts worked out on the spot or with no contracts at all. A shared sensibility fueled corporations, bureaucracies, and political units. Given the gargantuan scale and wider consequentiality, it reads in retrospect as organizational heroism-which is what it was...."] 

National Governors' Association.  "NGA Statement on Federalizing Emergencies."  Oct. 13, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.6c9a8a9ebc6ae07eee28aca9501010a0/?vgnextoid=ed92e01d63ae6010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD 

[Excerpt:  "Following the tragedies inflicted on the citizens of the gulf coast by hurricanes Katrina and Rita, local, state and federal government must examine the way the three levels of government communicate and coordinate their response. The possibility of the federal government pre-empting the authority of states or governors in emergencies, however, is opposed by the nation's governors."  Following a short NGA position statement are quotes from seven Governors -- which make interesting reading.]

Nichols, Bruce.  "Falling Back on Feds:  A Disaster In Itself?  Experts Say Cities, States Should Be First Responders to Crises."  Dallas Morning News, October 11, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/stories/101105dntexexpectations.d47e474.html 

[Excerpt:  "The public has raised its expectations of what the federal government can do.... 'FEMA has progressed...but the notion that federal responders are first responders ... that's going to be very difficult to fulfill'.....Americans seem to believe that they're supposed to get instant relief and that they're not supposed to suffer after a natural disaster, some officials said."]

Pomfret, John.  "Hurricanes Prompt Many to Be More Prepared for Disaster - Lesson Learned:  you're On Your Own."  Washington Post, October 16, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/15/AR2005101501105.html 

[Excerpt:  "Local and state officials also believe the disasters will breach a firewall erected by the Department of Homeland Security after the Sept. 11 attacks. Under the federally funded Urban Area Security Initiative, local governments were given large grants to train for terrorist attacks but prohibited from using the money to prepare for natural disasters. 'We've broadened the discussion,' Newsom said [Mayor of San Francisco]. 'After 9/11, ne'er did I hear a word about Mother Nature. It was all about bioterrorism, dirty bombs, the prospects of another airliner being used.

It's understandable. In the past, the focus was always on Mother Nature. Now we've got to balance the two, and that's the lesson of Katrina.."]

Scutari, Chip.  "Napolitano Will Tell Congress States Should Lead in Disasters." Arizona Republic, October 19, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/1019gov-disaster19.html# 

[Excerpt:  "...putting the federal government in charge when a disaster hits would be a nightmare, adding confusion that could cost lives. Napolitano {Governor of Arizona} is scheduled to speak this morning before the House Committee on Homeland Security. State and local officials, including everyone from governors to fire chiefs, have criticized the idea of having a disaster czar that would expand federal authority and create another layer of bureaucracy when a flood or earthquake hits."]

Strohm, Chris.  "DHS Failed To Use Catastrophe Response Plan in Katrina's Wake." GOVEXEC.com, October 18, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32586&dcn=todaysnews
Wachtendorf, Tricia.  "Improvising Disaster in the City of Jazz:

Organizational Response to Hurricane Katrina."  Social Science Research Council, September 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/Wachtendorf_Kendra/  

[One of many possible excerpts:  "Failure of planning in New Orleans does not negate the need for planning; nor does it call for a redirection toward the wholesale development of hierarchical, command-and-control structures.

That model often discounts the role of citizens and non-governmental organizations-seeing them as inept, passive, and irrational. It views information from non-official channels as lacking or inaccurate, assumes standard operating procedures will always function adequately in disasters, anticipates a breakdown of society in disaster, and considers ad hoc emergence as counterproductive. Ultimately, the command and control approach leads to ineffective disputes about who is in charge, an inability to serve a diverse community, and subsequent ineffective coordination."] 

Walsh, Bill.  "Chertoff Absolves Local Officials."  Times-Picayune (New Orleans), October 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-4/1129788070303820.xml
Woodward, Curt.  "Hurricane Refugees Helping to Rewrite Washington State's Emergency Plans."  Seattle Post-Intelligencer, October 17, 2005.  Accessed

at:  http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/6420AP_WA_Hurricane_Refugees.html
[Excerpt:  "Another lesson learned: don't lean too heavily on the Federal Emergency Management Agency. In an interview with The Associated Press, {WA State EM Director Jim} Mullen said the much-criticized federal response to this year's crushing hurricane season was foreseen by disaster planners who felt FEMA has been 'gutted'. 'We have seen this coming for a long time,'

Mullen said. 'We've talked about it a lot, and more and more of us are speaking up about it'.... Mullen said emergency managers across the country knew a major catastrophe would expose a federal agency weakened as it was realigned under the Department of Homeland Security in 2003.... 'FEMA was hamstrung by the fact that the Department of Homeland Security has gutted it. And so they're not able to surge the way they're supposed to surge, they're not able to inform people,' he said.... nationally, 'I don't have much confidence in FEMA or the Department of Homeland Security's overall commitment based on what I've seen,' Mullen said. 'And I think it's mainly because they're ducking for cover right now and not sure what they need to do'."]

Yen, Hope.  "FEMA Official Says Boss Ignored Warnings."  Washington Post, October 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/20/AR2005102001606_pf.html 

Young, Alison.  "Chertoff Says Ex-FEMA Director Was 'Commander' During Katrina."  Knight Ridder, October 20, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/politics/12944938.htm
(12)  LACK OF SERIOUSNESS ABOUT DISASTER PREPAREDNESS -- CHANGING IN SOME PLACES, NOT IN OTHERS:

Ballard, Mark. "L.A. Eyes Tougher Building Code." The Advocate (Baton Rouge, LA), Oct. 19, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/stories/101905/new_code001.shtml
[BWB Note:  Expecting a good news story?  Not so fast.  Excerpt:  "...the proposal {for a State-level uniform building code for Louisiana} is controversial. For instance, home builders argue that the extra costs could be more than 10 percent and would prevent many people from buying homes. The estimated $10 billion cost of wind damage from hurricanes Katrina and Rita would have cost $8 billion less had homes been built according to the proposed code, said Marc L. Levitan, director of the LSU Hurricane Center.... 'I can't fathom that we're going to spend tens of billions of dollars to rebuild buildings that didn't adequately perform in the first place,' Levitan told the committee.... 'You're talking about dramatic added costs to construction,' said Ronnie Kyle, a Baton Rouge homebuilder. 'We need to consider affordability for our policemen, firemen and teachers when we rebuild our state.' The Louisiana Home Builders Association, of which Kyle is the president, estimated that the adopting the International Residential Code statewide would add $10,400 to the average cost of newly built home, thereby keeping 52,000 people from owning a home."]

MacDonald, Heather.  "Mayors Unite For Disaster Response."  Oakland Tribune (CA), Oct.18, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.insidebayarea.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article.jsp?article=3127359 

[Excerpt:  "Acknowledging such plans are long overdue, the mayors of San Francisco, Oakland and San Jose announced Monday they would work together to draft a regional response to a major disaster. With $2.2 million in federal funds, San Francisco's Office of Emergency Services hired URS Corp. to develop a "streamlined" plan that will coordinate the response to a large earthquake, firestorm or terrorist attack throughout the 10-county Bay Area.

'We have to plan for the inevitable, whether it happens in our lifetime or not,' San Jose Mayor Ron Gonzales said, adding it was 'beyond imagination'

such a plan does not exist."

North County Times (CA).  "Flirting With Disaster Special Edition."  October 16, 2005.  Accessed at:  http://www.nctimes.com/special_reports/disaster
[This is a series of about a dozen articles.  The first line in one of them

goes:  "Vista's disaster-preparedness plan hasn't been updated in six years..."  BWB Note:  Would be willing to wager that this is not all that atypical -- reflective of lack of prevention and preparedness culture -- in such a culture planning is an on-going process used not just to plan for a response operation but to drive capability development -- so that the plan becomes operational in some real sense.  If not, then a compliance-oriented, cookie cutter, non-coordinated document is drafted and shelved and that job is done for a few years!]

Walker, Mark.  "The State of Disaster Preparedness Varies Around North County."  North County Times, October 16, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2005/10/16/news/top_stories/20_06_2410_15_05.txt 

[Excerpt:  "San Diego County has six fault lines running through it, and some geologists say a quake of similar size to the one that struck in Pakistan is overdue along the section of the San Andreas Fault stretching from San Bernardino in Riverside County to the Salton Sea in Imperial County.... Then there are the man-made threats, such as a radiation release from the San Onofre nuclear plant, either from a failure or attack, that could spread radioactive fallout.... San Diego County recently updated its 500-page disaster plan for the first time in five years."

(13)  NIAGARA COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE (SANBORN, NY) -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE:

October 18, 2005 -- Thanks to tip from Phil Politano at Onondaga CC in NY (see note below), discovered that Niagara County Community College has implemented an Emergency Management Associate in Applied Science Degree (last year), modeled on the program at Onondaga (which uses many EMI-developed courses in its program).  Am currently seeking additional information from the Program Coordinator, Jim Mezhir, for the development of a program description for the College List.  In the meantime, for additional information, Jim Mezhir can be reached at:  716-614-6763.

(14)  ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (NY) -- MEETING:

October 18, 2005 -- Met with Phil Politano, Program Coordinator, Emergency management Degree, Onondaga Community College, who noted that the program, which started just last Spring Semester with as students, has grown to 40 students this semester from a broader array of sectors than originally envisioned in the program -- which was originally conceived of as essentially emergency services personnel with disaster response interests.

Thus, the school is looking at broadening and expanding their course offerings to accommodate the growing and diverse student base.  

(15)  TERRORISM:

Scheuer, Michael.  "Al-Qaeda's Next Generation:  Less Visible and More Lethal."  Terrorism Focus (The Jamestown Foundation), Vol. II, No. 18, October 4, 2005. Accessed at:

http://jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2369797
[Excerpt:  "The question arising is...what threat will the next generation of al-Qaeda-inspired mujahadeen pose? Based on the admittedly imprecise information available, the answer seems to lie in three discernible trends:

a) the next generation will be at least as devout but more professional and less operationally visible; b) it will be larger, with more adherents and potential recruits; and c) it will be better educated and more adept at using the tools of modernity, particularly communications and weapons."]
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