September 12-16, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CITRUS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE, GLENDORA, CA -- PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP AS

DEGREE & CERTIFICATE IN EM & HOMELAND SECURITY:

September 12, 2005 -- Received from Cliff Hadsell, Professor of Emergency Medical Services, copy of a proposal to California Community Colleges Office to develop an Associate of Science Degree and Certificate in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Provided review comments and asked Project Assistant to draft a description of this initiative to post to the "Programs Being Proposed/Developed" section of the College List.  Also received request for letter of support, which was drafted and provided.  For additional information, Cliff Hadsell can be reached at:  Chadsell@SMFD.US

(2)  CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE REPORT ON "ORGANIZATION AND MISSION OF [DHS] EPR DIRECTORATE":

September 12, 2005 -- Thanks to Claire Rubin for alerting us to a September 7, 2005 Congressional Research Service report entitled "Organization and Mission of the Emergency Preparedness and Response Directorate:  Issues and Options for the 109th Congress," by Keith Bea.  An abbreviated SUMMARY

states:

"On July 13, 2005, Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Michael Chertoff released an assessment of departmental functions known as the second stage review, or 2SR. The recommended changes, planned for implementation on October 1, 2005, include one to dismantle the Emergency Preparedness and Response (EPR) Directorate of DHS, also referred to as the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA would remain within DHS but become a smaller entity reporting directly to the Secretary and would be responsible for consequence management. The Secretary's recommendation is consistent with mission shifts and gaps evident since the establishment of DHS (and EPR) in 2003. Certain functions and tasks of EPR are no longer administered in the directorate. Some authorities originally transferred into EPR have few resources. In short, EPR has administered a portfolio of authorities more limited than authorized by Congress. By congressional direction and tradition, FEMA's mission comprises four broad areas -- preparedness, response, recovery, and hazard mitigation. Secretary Chertoff identifies response and recovery as the "core" operations of FEMA that will be retained in the agency. Preparedness functions would be transferred to a new directorate. No information is available concerning plans for the disposition of hazard mitigation activities. Congress might elect to evaluate the Administration's 2SR proposal by reviewing whether authorities set out in the Homeland Security Act for EPR (Title V of P.L. 107-296) should remain the focus of one DHS entity or be integrated into other DHS units as proposed by the Secretary. Congress might also broaden the debate by considering the scope and reach of federal authorities that are missions for entities other than DHS. Options that might be considered include strengthening EPR/FEMA, endorsing the Secretary's proposal, or reassessing the range of homeland security missions and emergency authorities in departments or agencies other than DHS. Congress would have to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-296) if all aspects of the Secretary's recommendation were to be implemented. Several bills pending before Congress might serve as legislative vehicles. H.R. 1817, which would authorize appropriations and establish new preparedness authorities, might be considered appropriate legislation for such changes. H.R. 3477 would direct the DHS Secretary to establish regional offices, an important element in coordinating federal and state activities. Perhaps of greatest significance, some Members of Congress are reportedly considering new legislation in the wake of the tragic events at the end of August, 2005, that occurred after Hurricane Katrina. For example, S. 1615, the text of which is not currently available, would establish FEMA as an independent agency. This report will be updated as significant related events occur during the 109th Congress."

The full 68-page document can be accessed at:

http://www.opencrs.com/rpts/RL33064_20050907.pdf
NOTE:  Once on the Open CRS website, one can check out other disaster, emergency management, homeland security and Katrina related reports.

(3)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE

COURSE:

September 12-16, 2005 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr.

David McEntire, University of North Texas, revised:

Course Preface Material

Session 1, Course Introduction  and Overview Session 2, The Nature of Disaster Session 3, Overview of Disaster Response Operations and Management Session 4, Actors, Roles and Responsibilities"

Session 5, Actors, Roles and Responsibilities II Session 6, Actors, Roles and Responsibilities III Session 7, Response Myths, Exaggerations and Realities Session 8, The Traditional Approach to Disaster Management Session 9, The Professional Approach to Disaster Management Session 10,Hazard Detection and Plan Implementation Session 11,Warning Issues, Systems, Processes and Concerns Session 12,Evacuation Session 13,Sheltering

Reviewed all sessions and forwarded material to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace the earlier drafts -- where they should be accessible soon.

(4)  FEMA HURRICANE RECOVERY MITIGATION FIELD POSITIONS -- SEEKING WORKERS:

September 15, 2005 -- Discovered the following solicitation, pasted in below, that may be of interest:

"The recent hurricanes and flooding in Louisiana and the southeastern states have generated the need for additional staff to support the federal recovery efforts. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is looking for qualified individuals to add to its disaster assistance reservists mitigation cadre. Disaster hazard mitigation provides information, guidance, and technical assistance to individuals, businesses, and communities to identify resources and techniques to rebuild safer and stronger. Reservists are intermittent, on-call employees who provide support during presidentially declared disasters. They require knowledge and experience in a variety of disciplines: building science and architecture, public education, planning, environmental and historic preservation, property and casualty insurance, floodplain management, and grants management.

"Candidates must be immediately able to work in Louisiana and other southeastern states for an extended period of time. The work environment will be stressful and the hours long. Do not expect air conditioning or a room with a view. Do expect a rewarding job experience in public service to the communities and citizens rebuilding their lives.

"FEMA is looking for highly motivated and flexible individuals with the following qualities:

*Customer service oriented and able and willing to work within culturally diverse audiences, communities, and groups; *Sensitivity in assisting people who have been through traumatic events; *A technical background with the ability to explain technical matters to nontechnical audiences and individuals; and *Ability to perform consistently at a highly functioning level in a stressed and ever changing environment.

"Salary will be based on demonstrated experience and the technical difficulty of the position. Travel and per diem are paid at the government rate. Before personnel processing can be completed, applicants will undergo security and credit card background checks.  Job specific training will be provided.

To apply for one of the positions, fax resume and cover letter describing qualifications for the position as soon as possible to (540) 542-2484 or

(540) 542-2482. Adherence to the following four items will expedite the

application:

1. Write in big letters MITIGATION across the top of the application and include any experience in emergency management, specifically hazards risk reduction activities.

2. Note level of bilingual, multilingual, multicultural, and American with Disabilities Act skills, particularly French and Cajun/Creole language skills.

3. Include social security number, citizenship (applicants must be U.S.

citizens), date of birth, and place of birth.

4. Provide documentation on any professional licenses or certifications related to the positions posted.

More information and descriptions of the positions are available on the Web at http://www.fema.gov/fima/recoveryemployment.shtm.

(5)  GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE, PANAMA CITY, FL:

September 12, 2005 -- Drafted letter of support for the development of an Associate Degree or Certificate in Emergency Management, as requested, and mailed to Dr. Jeff Stevenson, Dean of Workforce Development at Gulf Coast Community College.  For further information on this initiative, Dr.

Stevenson can be reached at:  jstevenson@gulfcoast.edu

(6)  HAZARD MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

September 12, 2005 -- Received communications from NETC Procurement Office approving a six-month time extension for this project -- now set to terminate March 30, 2006 -- led by Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University.

(7)  HESSTON COLLEGE (HESSTON, KS) SYLLABI CONTRIBUTIONS:

September 15, 2005 -- Received from Russ Gaeddert, Director of the new Associate Degree Disaster Management program at Hesston the following two syllabi to add to the Syllabi Compilation on the Project website:

Introduction to Disaster Response

MDS [Mennonite Disaster Service] Culture I 

Forwarded both to the EMI webmaster for upload to the Project website where they should be accessible shortly.

(8)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

September 15, 2005 -- Met with Dr. William Waugh, Jr., here on campus for a meeting of the IAEM Certified Emergency Manager Commission, about the progress being made in (1) his "Homeland Security and Emergency Management short course, which we are extending to a completion date this Winter, so that the course can be brought to successful completion, and (2) his EM HiEd funded project to develop a book based on papers and presentations delivered at the last EM HiEd Conference.

(9)  KATRINA-RELATED ARTICLES AND ITEMS OF PARTICULAR NOTE:

June 23-27, 2002.  "Washing Away -- Special Report from The Times-Picayune:

It's Only a Matter of Time Before South Louisiana Takes A Direct Hit from a Major Hurricane."  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/hurricane/?/washingaway/
June 24, 2002 -- Schleifstein, Mark, and John McQuaid.  "The Big One - A Major Hurricane Could Decimate the Region, But Flooding From Even a Moderate Storm Could Kill Thousands.  Its Just a Matter of Time."  The Times Picayune.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/hurricane/index.ssf?/washingaway/thebigone_1.html 

September 4, 2005 -- Glasser, Susan B., and Josh White.  "Storm Exposed Disarray at the Top."  Washington Post.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/09/03/AR2005090301
653.html

September 8, 2005 -- Dale, Helle. "Preventing Future Catastrophes."  The Washington Times.  Accessed at:  http://washingtontimes.com/op-ed/hdale.htm
September 12, 2005 -- Anderson, Lix, and Leah Rae.  "Hurricane Exposed Flaws in Disaster Response, Many Say."  TheJournalNews.com (New York State).

Accessed at:

http://www.thejournalnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050912/NEWS02/509
120325/1026/NEWS10

September 13, 2005 -- ABC News, World News Tonight.  "Unprepared for

Disaster:  Experts Say United States May Not Be Ready for Natural or Man-Made Calamities."  Accessed at:

http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/print?id=1123285
September 15, 2005 -- Kirkpatrick, David D., and Scott Shane.  "Ex-FEMA Chief Tells of Frustration and Chaos," The New York Times.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/15/national/nationalspecial/15brown.html?page
wanted=print

(10)  MIAMI HERALD ARTICLE:  JUDGE HALTS FEMA PROGRAM TO PROTECT ENDANGERED

SPECIES:

September 14, 2005 -- This Associated Press article is about the action of US District Courts Judge Michael Moore's decision yesterday which prevents FEMA from issuing any more flood insurance policies in the Florida Keys until FEMA complies with provisions of the Endangered Species Act.

According to article, first time this has happened.  Accessed at:http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/business/national/12636306.htm

(11)  NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY -- HOMELAND SECURITY COURSE:

September, 15, 2005 -- Met with Colonel Robert T. Raffel, who is putting together a Homeland Security course for military reservists to be taught out of the National Defense University in DC.  Made recommendations on content coverage, reading assignments, and potential adjunct instructors living in the DC commute area.

(12)  9/11 COMMISSION REPORT ON THE STATUS OF 9/11 COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATIONS:

September 14, 2005 -- "Part I:  Homeland Security, Emergency Preparedness and Response," is released and can be accessed at:

http://www.9-11pdp.org/press/2005-09-14_report.pdf
(13)  PREPARING FOR CATASTROPHE "FOCUS GROUP" MEETING:

September 15, 2005 -- Pursuant to our activity report item seeking volunteers to come here on their on dime sometime in the fairly near future, we have received more responses than we can accommodate.  We have decided on October 12-13, 2005 here at the Emergency Management Institute.  We have been provided 15 dorm rooms to support participants (at no cost).  We have a conference room that will hold 15, but not much more than that.  That number is less than those who have indicated interest in attending.  The Project Assistant is in the process of communicating with those who have indicated interest.  In that this meeting is to discuss what institutions of higher education with emergency management and homeland security programs can do, the priority in selecting participants will be from representatives from such schools.

(14)  REVOLUTION NEEDED IN U.S. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

September 14, 2005 -- EIIP Virtual Forum hosted a discussion by Dr. Richard Sylves, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, University of Delaware, on "Revolution Needed in U.S. Emergency Management."

A transcript has been produced and can be accessed at:

http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc050914.htm
(15)  UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS:

September 12, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. John Kiefer, College of Urban and Public Affairs, and Director of the new Disaster Management Track within the Master of Public Administration program -- about which EMI Independent Study and/or EM HiEd Project courses and books could be used to put together an introductory course in emergency management via distance learning format for a quickly jerry-rigged abbreviated 8-week Fall Semester.  Made several recommendations.  For additional information, or one's own recommendations, Dr. Kiefer can be reached at:  jkiefer@uno.edu 

(16)  UPPER IOWA UNIVERSITY, FAYETTE, IO -- EMERGENCY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT BS & GRADUATE HOMELAND SECURITY EMPHASIS:

September 15, 2005 -- Talked with David Binder, Director of On-Line Programs at Upper Iowa University, who announced that this past July the school began two new programs:  1.  a Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management, and 2. a graduate Homeland Security Emphasis program.

This represents the first emergency management program in Iowa, and the 121st program nationally.  Mr. Binder is in communication with the Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, so we will soon be developing and posting a description of these programs in The College List on the Project website.

In the meantime, David Binder can be reached at:  binderd@uiu.edu.
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