September 6, 2005 FEMA EM Higher Project Education Activity Report

Preparing For The Next Catastrophe and the EM & HS Higher Education Communities

It is crystal clear to me, and perhaps the world that, local, State and Federal government and the private sector is not prepared for a Katrina-type catastrophe.  We were in this situation before until Hurricane Andrew, when it was clear that the emergency management community at all levels, and the private sector were not up to the task of large-scale disaster response.  All kinds of progressive movement was unleashed by Hurricane Andrew (even in the face of much resistance). 

Hurricane Katrina has shown that for something loosely viewed as an order of magnitude worse than a Hurricane Andrew -- let's call it a catastrophe as opposed to a disaster -- we are not prepared, are on the wrong path, and need to figure out a way forward.  There are still a lot of catastrophes waiting to happen -- Los Angeles, San Francisco, Memphis, Seattle, Miami, New York, Washington and yes even New Orleans again (amongst other places).

Thus the question to me is, what can we in the hazards, disasters, emergency management, homeland security higher education communities do to contribute to putting the country on a better catastrophe footing?  What can you do, who are teaching not only today's but tomorrow's emergency managers, homeland security personnel, hazards and disasters researchers and teachers, to be part of the solution to the catastrophe question?  I am looking for ideas and suggestions that we in the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project might be able to facilitate, help make happen, or be part of.

Some of the things that we can think of which might help are to 

(1)  Orient the next June 5-7, 2006 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to focus on Preparing for Catastrophe.

(2)  To help in planning for the conference, hold one or more meetings here, where we bring people in for one or two days to design and plan for the "Preparing for Catastrophe EM HiEd Conference, and other actions or initiatives.

(3)  Design and develop an essentially ready to teach upper division college course on "Preparing for Catastrophe."

(4)  Tony Brown at Oklahoma State notes that it might well be helpful to organize an assessment-of-Katrina-response conference as well so that educators can plug lessons learned into their educational courses.

We have requested funding that would support workshops here to help design and plan for the next conference and we have requested that course development funding be again provided to the EM HiEd Project -- to at least develop a Catastrophe course -- will just have to wait and see what the budget will be.

Many thousands of students (both traditional and practitioner) are today involved in emergency management and homeland security type collegiate programs.  Many thousands more will be involved in these programs in the future.  What can be done now so that they will be better able to respond to the certain Katrina-type catastrophes of the future.

Thoughts, suggestions, ideas are solicited. 
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