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Ms. Pat Young has managed the E.L. Quarantelli Resource Collection at the University of Delaware’s Disaster Research Center since November 2004. Considered to be the oldest and most complete collection of resources pertaining to the social science aspects of disasters in the world, the E.L. Quarantelli Resource Collection currently contains more than 56,000 items. It is utilized by researchers from around the world. Ms. Young is responsible for all aspects of the Collection, from collection development to providing user services to researchers both onsite and remotely.
Ms. Young’s current interests include issues surrounding emergency mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery, and management as they pertain to research collections. She is a founding member and current Steering Committee member of the Delaware Disaster Assistance Team, a consortium of library and museum organizations throughout the State. She is also a founding member and current vice chair of the Emergency Response Working Group at the University of Delaware. The latter is a group of collection managers from throughout the university community who are working to address emergency management issues as they pertain to their collections.

Ms. Young holds an M.A. in liberal studies along with a Certificate in Museum Studies.

Ms. Young is attending the Higher Education Conference for the first time. She hopes to network with others from emergency management-related organizations and educational programs to exchange ideas for resource sharing and collection development. She also looks forward to the opportunity to discuss the role of resource collections as vital support elements to strong emergency management programs in higher education settings.
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