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Mr. Ricardo (Rick) Tappan is the Training Coordinator for the Response to Emergencies and Disaster Institute, Center for Preparedness and Resilience, Office of Homeland Security Grants and Training at The George Washington University (GWU) in Washington, DC. He is an adjunct associate professor with the Department of Emergency Medicine. Combining a background in academia, EMS, fire, and private industry, he currently assists in developing the next generation of responder training as well as other academic endeavors. His career has spanned more than 29 years from military to private industry, where he has served in various roles as fire and EMS officer, emergency manager, and safety manager. He is a certified health and safety manager and a professional member of the American Society of Safety Engineers.
Prior to joining GWU, Mr. Tappan worked for the Washington Hospital Center as the Hospital Disaster Life Support manager and as the Emergency Operations coordinator for the National Rehabilitation Hospital, where he did extensive teaching, planning, and coordinating of activities pertinent to hospital emergency preparedness concurrently serving on the District of Columbia Department of Health, Emergency Medical Response Team as tactical commander as well as the city Medical Reserve Corps.

Mr. Tappan continues to be actively engaged in emergency preparedness and response as a volunteer firefighter/paramedic. Since 1999, he has served with NDMS as a disaster specialist with multiple deployments to disaster sites, most recently Hurricane Gustav. He is actively involved in education teaching for a variety of subjects for GWU, and he lectures extensively on Weapons of Mass Destruction and EMS. Mr. Tappan is a published author and currently works on multiple projects involving responder training, Incident Command System, and business continuity planning. He is interested in the collaboration of academic and private sector work in the field of emergency preparedness and response as well as the development of a shared resources network. He looks forward to collaborating with others sharing the same interest.
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