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Dr. Joseph J. Schwerha is a Clinical Professor of Community Medicine at the West Virginia School of Medicine. He was the director of the Occupational and Environmental Medicine Residency Program and the Graduate Certificate Program in Public Health Preparedness and Disaster Response at the University of Pittsburgh. The Program trains students who have at least an undergraduate degree; many have advanced degrees or are in the process of obtaining them. The Program has been operating for 5 years and has 30 graduates and 20+ currently enrolled in the program. Many students have medical degrees, doctoral degrees, and/or master’s degrees when they enroll in the Program.

Dr. Schwerha has attended previous years’ Conferences and has come away with a wealth of knowledge in many areas. He hopes to increase his knowledge this year especially in the areas of Geographic Information Systems, administration, course structure, and course content. This Conference is very useful in helping him update and reorganize on a yearly basis the teaching materials for the students. He hopes to start a similar program at his new university, especially with medical personnel who many times work on the front lines in disasters. Contacts that he is able to make at the Conference are invaluable.
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