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Ms. Carolyn Richmond Teich is Senior Program Associate for Economic Development and International Programs at the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC). She has a broad base of experience in economic issues and trends that affect community colleges. As part of the economic development team, she works with government agencies such as the U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Department of Education, U.S. Department of Energy, Veterans Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and U.S. Department of Homeland Security to represent the mission and goals of community colleges and their students. Ms. Teich also represents the association in collaboration with other non-profit groups. Her experience includes project management, research, and teaching both in the United States and abroad. Before joining AACC, she taught small business development as a Peace Corps volunteer in Uruguay.
Ms. Teich holds a B.A. in sociology and an M.S. in communication research from Boston University. She earned an M.F.S. in forensic sciences from the George Washington University.

Many community colleges have emergency management programs; others offer certificate programs. Community colleges educate and train most of the first responders in the country. They have assets on campus that are used by the communities they serve. Some serve as command centers for disaster relief.
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