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Mr. Thomas James Fritsch is employed Memorial Hospital in Towanda, Pennsylvania, continuing a career of 18 years of pre-hospital emergency services. He serves as an active and contributing member of the North Central Pennsylvania Task Force as well as a team leader for the Bradford Susquehanna Regional EMS Strike Team, having most recently responded to the Hurricane Gustav evacuation of the Gulf Coast of Louisiana (September 2008).
Mr. Fritsch has been active with Project Impact, functioning in various assignments, most notable being the Public Information Officer for  the Community Signing Ceremony that involved 2 States, 2 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Regions, 3 counties, and 11 municipalities along with many public private partners (April 2001). He has also volunteered as the professional editor of the newly adopted Bradford-Susquehanna Disaster Operating Guideline.
Mr. Fritsch earned his undergraduate degree in business administration and will be completing his master’s in emergency and disaster preparedness management from Elmira College just prior to attending the FEMA Higher Education Conference (May 31, 2009). He has also completed the FEMA Professional Development program along with attending the Integrated Emergency Management Course–All Hazards Community Specific at the Mount Weather Emergency Operations Center (August 2001).

Mr. Fritsch is pleased to be selected as a student volunteer for the FEMA Higher Education Conference. He is seriously committed to higher education for future emergency managers. He is compiling the necessary documents to submit for the International Association of Emergency Managers Certified Emergency Manager, and attendance at this national Conference will be included. He expects to gain valuable contacts for future networking as well as exploring opportunities for future career and educational development.
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