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Mr. Thomas F.R. Clareson is a Senior Consultant for New Initiatives at Lyrasis in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His areas of consulting expertise include statewide preservation and digitization, program preservation management, disaster preparedness, digital program management, digital preservation, and cultural heritage market research.
A regional membership organization for libraries and information professionals, Lyrasis works to ensure their success today and tomorrow by providing access to more of the shared knowledge and expertise, innovative products and services, and customized solutions they need. Created in April 2009 by the merger of PALINET and SOLINET, two well-established regional library networks, Lyrasis members now include more than 4,000 member libraries and cultural heritage institutions across the United States and beyond. Lyrasis serves as a critical collective voice in the national arena.

Mr. Clareson joined PALINET as program director for New Initiatives in October 2005. Leading PALINET’s digital collections creation and management services, preservation services, and consulting activities, he was responsible for establishing new services and funding sources, grant writing, and outreach to the museum and historical society communities.

Specifically in the areas of disaster preparedness, mitigation, and recovery, Mr. Clareson has taught more than 100 workshops on disaster planning for cultural heritage institutions across the United States. He has performed preservation site surveys and disaster vulnerability assessments for nearly 200 institutions nationwide. Working with Heritage Preservation (The National Institute for Conservation), Mr. Clareson has organized and implemented three “Alliance for Response” community-wide groups in Ohio, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh. These groups bring together cultural heritage organization staff and emergency first responders to help them understand each group’s needs and priorities before disaster situations strike. He is currently developing similar groups in northeastern, northwestern, and south-central Pennsylvania.

With more than 18 years of experience in preservation and digitization services, Mr. Clareson was previously global product manager at OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc. He also served in various capacities at Amigos Library Services, Inc., a network serving five southwestern States.

Mr. Clareson holds an M.L.S. from Kent State University, an M.A. from Ohio State University, and a B.A. from Ohio Wesleyan University. He was formerly a representative from the Society of American Archivists to the prestigious national Joint Committee on Archives, Libraries, and Museums. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of Heritage Preservation.
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